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PREFACE. 

The ActiiOK of the follcnyjng pages, if ho Imowa himself, 111111113 
plHCB uothing upon papct to injure sooiety. Wbat he writes is tiiB result 

0, desii'B slono to lienoHt his fellow-men, espeelallj tbe little ooea and 
Wflali of tbe human familj, "Have we not, alt one Father, hath not 
oni] Ood areated us?" is a question asked hy the aucient servant of God, 
d n ed u th nffirmntive by tbe Tenchinga, the Sympathies, Hod 
th Cro-s f Cb t a nell na the divine nithin us. I am, therefore, 
n t u Dt m mb of the "Gtreat Brolhorhoud," and if a true fol- 
l n f m Ma to must not injure the weakest, the most sinful, or the 
m t g t f tl raoe, but labor for the nelfare and happiness o£ 

II Eh ver dangei-oua. In all my investigation, ray obsec- 

t d sp n , I h lea d that the t dy th It' 

i th p t f L d pn pi Id j y K 

ntjif nedf limfm p cuaal t th b ptor 

p wt nl b u t lb J pi fill li th y 11 t t 

boo! ty th gh t h il d w Id has d d L h m 
t bnt i « n t m f t II gr t d rat I t 

Ch St n y 11 d gmiltio ratbei tbau practical? These iiQportant ^ues 
ti n a e ad d at length in this work Ciupifiiion, burning, roasl- 
ug ta Ing aw n aannler, were oni-e deemed indispensable to the 
f ly d pur y f aooiety and the Church, while at a Inter day 
tb whipngj t piUoiy and tbe stooka were regarded il. equally 
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indispensable But Bfl have learned to live withont these relics ol bM- 
bansm Can we not learu W live witboitt other things, equally unneceB- 
aarj, eren if the; are less cruel than tha CMStoms and institutiona at our 
fnthers? The Inqnisition is not so dtead£nl as endless bell-fire, but shall 
ire therefore, sastain the Inquisition! Shall ?re maintaiu the gibbet, If 
unnecessary, beoause the gibbet is less ornel than the faggot? Shall me 
practice an^ cruelty in the pnoishment of our fellow-man, or refuse to 
aid the poor and unfortunate, with the pleiL that our practices aj'e moio 
benevolent than those of onr ancestors, if a full and free play of our 
bmnamtv would be raore Christinn and better for them, for ns, and for 
sooiety! The author of this work is fully eonvinoed, by reading, and 
more eapoiially, by personal investigation in jails and prisons, among 
pnaoners, and his interconrao with the poor, the ignorant and unfortunate, 
Ihat the Christian world is yet governed too generally by revenge, and 
too little by tlie spirit of Christ and a true humanity. The reanlt o£ oar 
inveatigations are before the reader. Our philosophy is hHsed upon fads. 
It is not utilitarian bnt CkHsiian. "Let God be true but every man S 
liar." 

Id what we have said wo have stuJied £01 olefirneas rather than 
ornament in style. We have written for the heads nod hearts of men 
seekiDg for trnth. To all snoh ia this brok respectfully dedicated, and 
f^ven to the world with the prujor to &oii that a» iToperi ait aa it la, it 
may be instrumantal in holping on tha groat cause of humanity. 
Cmcimtati, Oclaliei; 186B. 
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THE GALLOWS, THB PRISON, AND 

THE rOOR-HOUSB. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE GROWTH OF HUMANITY. 

mwltr— The Hope 0( aoomed MilHoni-Saynjonoas ot Society on the inttodnoUon o( 
CiniiOanltj^HarQd theorael— Iitua, -tlw Diriine of Mankind"— Nero— atwaeooon- 
dltion or tto moat leaned Women— Ihs Besnt; Df tde Ooapel Bmidsl) this DelDrmilj, 

GrowtL, imptovement, progression, seem a law of na- 
ture, and the destiny of our race. Even the earth, itself, 
ia not destitute of active forces. Each moment the old 
is passing into newness of life. The mass of matter 
whicli, in the heginning, is said to tave heen " without 
form and void," has become the beautiful world which 
surrounds us. In this perpetual recreation, noble forests, 
luxuriant meadows, beautiful shrubbery and fragrant 
flowers of a thousand tints have sprung into being, ren- 
dering charming the earth-home which our good Father 
has given u8 for a brief time. 

Man, too, is progressive in the elements of his being — 
in his iNTBLi/EOT and bis heart. At first he was rude. 
His ideas were simple and his wants few. The bear was 
better fed, and the pauther better armed, than he 

Thus was he thrown upon Lis own resources. Neces- 
sity gave him energy. He sewed fig leaves and covered 
his nakedness. He had, too, his brain and his two hands 
with which to labor; but no work-shop — no mill, and no 
(11) 
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12 THE OROWTH OF HUMASITT. 

Steam-engine. At length he constructed liis atone ase, 
and, by degrees, his saw and sledge-tammer. Then he 
forsook his cave-honie and dwelt in his rude hut. Bat 
lie tarried not here; for while the bear is only and always 
a bear, no more and no less, from age to age — boasting 
only of his fur coat, his claws and his teeth—there is 
something diyine in man. which prompts him to activity 
and improvement, and to look beyond the mere supply of 
h' 't'es, and aim at comfort, elegance and beauty. 

H th ude hut gradually passed into a habitation 

f h nt. Simple studs and rafters became col- 

m h 3 and domes; and so, at length, followed outin 

II th d tail of order and beauty, the plinth, die, cor- 
b capita!, architrave and mouldings, to give 
ymm ty finish and perfection to the structure; and 
th h tecture became, by degrees, a fine art. And 

wh t h ve now? Lift ap your eyes and behold the 
th d of m gn'fi t 'ties that dot the earth; — the 

g d f the r temples and public edifices ; — our mills, 
w th th m 11 s of sp dies and thundering looms ; — 
our work- shoj w th tie multiplied implements for 
construction — ou n p ovements in the arts of hus- 
bandry and the modes of commerce. Behold oceans 
spanned, ai 1 at ons 1 nked by steam- ships— and coun- 
tries welded by on btr over which people of a thous- 
and realms pa s n fly n p laces drawn by fiery steeds. 
The same law of development prevails in Philosophy 
and Science. 

The crucible and the telescope, the galvanic battery 
and the revelations of philosophy, as directed by human 
research and ingenuity, have astonished the world. The 
earth, once thought to be the oenter and bulk of the uni- 
verse, now dwindles beneath our feet to a mere point; 
while the twinkling stars, regarded by the ancients as 
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THE GSOWTII OP IITJMANITr. 13 

BO many lamps suspendod in the midway hoavciia for tie 

t ih w 1 t p w tl 11 tl 

g d f t p d w Id p pi d w th m 11 

f ttl) dp gtli Itlli 

■w th th 1 ty f 1 lit la d dp 

f tl m t 1 ta ty 

I upp th b t f w y mm ty 

dp 1 tn t d t t d ul t th 1 1 pm t 

f wh 1 I pe k t d w tl th M t 1 tt 

I t«n t I All m f th ght wh k w yth g 
f th past t th t th w Id p g 

I g pli 1 ihy t p It 1 my d 

t vil t B t 11 m f th ght t 

tain that the race is progressing in Humanity. On the 
contrary, many af&rm that the world, like a patient iope- 
leasly siok, is getting no better, hut worse continually; 
more corrupt, wicked and oppressiYe, and less kind, be- 
nevolent and humane. Such persons are always doubt- 
ing the mollifying influences of the Christian religion, and 
the prophetic declarations of the Bible with reference to 
the growth of humanity among the nations. And not 
only so, hut they are constantly regretting that they were 
born into the world at so late a period. " Ah !" they 
groan, " the times are not what they once were I The 
days of our good old fathers were happy days. There 
was leas oppression and more humanity than now, and a 
great deal more true enjoyment," So chime the croakers. 
It is strange that while society is moving forward with 
eager speed, that so many shonld be filled with doubt, 
and, dissatisfied with the present, should look baek and 
with regrets so tender, sigh for the "good old days" 
of the dark ages. 

I desire, then, in the beginning, to show to this class, 
and to all, the sure growth of the human soul in the 
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14 THE GROWTH OP HUMANITT, 

divine principle of benevolence. I wish to demonstrate 
to every reader the certainty of such a growth; and further, 
that the dorelopments of humanity are iie¥er deleterious 
to society, but, oa the contrary, serve to soften and sub- 
due the sinful, I am speeiaily desirous to impress this 
important truth on the hearts of all professed Christians, 
and to oonvinoe them that Christianity has something to 
do with tie progression of which I speak. 

Now, to me, the thought is a glorious oae, and full of 
enoouragement, that while tie public mind of all civilized 
society is ripening wifi wiadcm it is softening with 
benevolence. What ire nations and oommunitios, desti- 
tute of benevolence oi hnmtnity ? What the power of 
millions of men — caci as leai ned as tie seven wise men 
— boasting of philosophy, scienoe, riches, without hu- 
manity to control and direct their energies? Such power 
would prove but a dreadful engine of cruelty and oppres- 
sion. What every good man desires above all else, is to 
behold a development that, while it mollifies ancl civilizes 
society generally, it shall benefit man, especially the poor 
and unfortunate classes of our race, — the criminal, — 
tie little ones and the weak, by kindness, instruction and 
There is hope in such a progression — hope 
, toiling poor, inhabiting tie wretched 
cellars and garrets of our pent up cities — hope for tie 
intemperate and ignorant — iope for the "widow and 
the fatherless," cursed with poverty, rags and tears ; in 
short, hope for the doomed millions of enslaved Europe 
and America, who live beneath the very spires, and sit 
in the very shadow of our thousand cburches, consecrat- 
ed to Him who was the " sinner's friend," and who ck- 
claimed, when on earli — " The spbit of tie Lord is upon 
me, ftecaiisfi he liaih anointed me to preach the Gospel to 
the poor; he Jiaih sent me to heal tlie hrohen-kearted, to 
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THE GROWTH OF IIUMANITT. 15 

preach delwerance to the capfivm, and recovering of sight to 
the hUnd; to set at liberty them that are hrui&ed, and to 
preach the acaeptable year of the Lord." 

Is tLere such a progression now going forwai'd in the 
teart of all eivnized society ? 

Let us see. We shall appeal to facta, and shall de- 
monstrate by contrasting the past with the present. And 
look you, first, at a few historical relations showing the 
want of humanity — the extreme cruelty, that existed in 
the most civilized and enlightened nations, on the intro- 
duction of Christianity into the world, eighteen centu- 
ries ago. 

We have all read, in the Gospel, the simple but touch- 
ing account of the massacre which took place fcy the or- 
der of Herod the Groat, on the birth of Christ, in Beth- 
lelienv of Judea; hut did we ever reflect on the iniin- 
manity — the perfect savageness of the society and the 
ago, which could have tolerated aa act so terrihly cruel ? 
This man was born in Judea, of one of the first fam- 
ilies of that realm, and was regarded as one of the great- 
est men of his time. His abilities as a politician and 
commander were of the first order, and such was the mag- 
nifloence he displayed in decorating his palace and other 
public buildings, ttkat Augustus said, " His soul was too 
great for his kingdom." And yet, in the 33d year of 
his reign as king of Judea, when Christ was born, being 
unable to find the infant Savior that he might destroy 
him, " he sent forth and slew all the children that were 
in Bethlehem and all the coasts thereof, firom two years 
old and under," in order to make sure of his victim. 

Can we conceive of a more cruel and heartless act ? 
And yet we are not told that the people, being filled with 
horror, arose m masse and tore the unfeeling wretch ftom 
his throE-e and consigned him to the flames. To be sure, 
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16 THE OEOWTH OP lIDMANItY. 

weeping and lamentations were heard throughout the 
land, by wretched mothers who refused to be comforted. 
But what then ? This was of no consequence 1 Cruelty 
and blood were oommon with kings, and familiar with the 
people ; and the terrible act was passed without note or 
comment. Herod was still reTOrenced and lauded as the 
king of Judea. He put to death his innocent wife, and 
butchered hia sons, and still was reverenced and landed 
as the king of Judea. And, aeoording to Josephus, he 
planned a scene of posthumous cruelty which shows how 
barbarous must have been the age that would suggest a 
thought so terrible. It was this ; He summoned the 
chief persons among the Jews to the city of Jericho, and 
caused them to be shut up in the royal circus. He was 
now near seventy years of age and very sick, and he gave 
strict orders to his sister Salome, to have all the men mas- 
aacred at his death, that every great family in Judea 
might weep at his funeral. His savage order, however, 
was never executed. 

Now here is a question ; Is there a Prince on earth in 
out age who would be guilty of acte so dreadfully cruel ? 
Or if so, is there a people on earth, civilized or savage, 
that would not execrate the monster who could be thus 
heartless? If not, then has not the world progressed in 
humanity since that religion, which is peace on earth, 
good will to men, was proclaimed? 

I am aware that Herod bears the chacaoter of having 
been a very cruel and blood-thirsty wretch, far worse than 
most men of his time. Permit me, therefore, to mention 
one other historical fact to show the inhumanity of so- 
ciety at that period. About thirty years subsequently 
to the death of Christ, the Roman army invaded Judea 
and destroyed the great city of the Jews, under Titns, 
the Boman general, who in consequence of his many 
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Virtues, was called " the darling of mankind." This man 
Titus, who teas the darling of mankind eighteen hundred 
years ago, took ninety-soTen thousand of the Jews 
captive; six thousand of whom, chosen young men, he 
sent to Nero, the Roman Emperor; the same Nero it was 
who subsequently, for the gratification of an insane ca- 
price, set fire to Rome that he might have a real represen- 
tation of the burning of Troy, and who afterward traua. 
ferred the guilt of the act to the Chriatiaus, and caused 
them to be butchered by thousands throughout his do- 
mains. But let this pass, I am not recounting the do- 
ings of had men ; I was jnst speaking of an act perpetrat- 
ed by Titus, " the dai-ling of mankind." I repeat : Titus 
sent six thousand of his ninety-seven thousand captives 
to Kome, as slaves for Nero. Thirty thousand were sold 
as bond-men into Egypt; eleven thousand in one place, he 
caused to perish by starvation. At Cesarea he murdered 
two thousand five hundred in honor of his brother's birth- 
day, and a greater number at Berytus in honor of his 
father's; whiie he distributed nearly thirty thousand 
througb tLe provinces of Rome, to be destroyed in their 
theatres by the sword or torn in pieces by wild beasts. 
And all ttis was perpetrated, not by a man recognized as 
a savoffe by tlie age in which he lived, but one who was the 
verff quintessence of perfeciion, the ^Hhe darling of mankind!" 
and I know not but the darling of toomanhind also, if any 
distinction is allowed, for I am very sorry to say the wo- 
men were as ^■iVrfge ta thi, men The reader is doubtless 
familiar with the account la the dospel, of the dancing 
of a beautiful damsel in the pesence of a certain king, 
on the occasion of his bnthday and how charmed he was 
with her peison and jerformance — so charmed that he 
declared with an oath that he wjuld give her whatever 
she asked, even to the half of his kingdom. And do you 
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not reeolleet what she .domandcd as a present? "Give 
me liere," said slie, " the Lead of John the Baptist in a 
ehavger ;"— that is, in a bowl or platter. What a present 
for a young damsel, charming in Jier person, all deco- 
rated foy the dance, to ask of a king enamored with her 
heaiity. The bloody head of the murdered fore-runner 
of the Lord Jesus I But, astounding as it may seem, 
her wishes were gratified. " The king sent and behead- 
ed John in his prison ; and the head was brought in a 
charger and given to the damsel, and she brought it to 
her mother." Perhaps the reader is ready to exclaim — 
" Why thia damsel must have been educated a savage, 
and was summoned to daaoe in the presence of the king, 
hecatise of hei' remarhahle agility or heauty. Instead of 
this, she was herself of the royal family. Herod Phillip 
was her father, Ariatobulua her grandfather, and Hc- 
rodias her mother, the woman to whom she carried the 
bleeding, ghastly head of John, when she had received 
it from the hand of the executioner. She was, therefore, 
educated a member of the royal palace, and had all the 
advantages which the most refined and polished society ia 
that age could afford. 

But here we have a specimen of what constituted 
refinement eighteen hundred years ago, in one of the 
most civilized nations on earth. We see the nature of 
the influences brought to bear on the minds of youthful 
females. Herodias, the mother of the young woman 
who so delighted the king, was offended with John 
the Baptist, because he had the boldness to condemn her 
incestuous intercourse with the king. She, therefore, 
instructed her daughter to ask the head of John as a 
present, if opportunity should present iteelf. And when 
she teeeived it, it is said that she gazed with, exulting 
pleasure on the speechless mouth that had dared to utter 
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sueli words of eondeui nation against her, and offered in- 
dignities to tile tongue from wliict she could no longer 
dread reproof. St. Jerome positively asserts that " whea 
ate got the head, she drew out the tongue and thrust it 
through with her bodkiu." 

Such was the moral condition of the world eighteen 
hundred years ago. The apostle described it when he 
Baid ; " Their feet are swift to shed blood." 

How shocking are these eshibitions of barbarity to the 
humanity and refinement of the present agel Indeed, 
has there been no growth of the element of humanity in 
thehijman soul for the last eighteen centuries? Why 
the man who is unable to discover this change, would 
light a candle at noonday to find the sun. 

And 1 will add in tliia place, that if there was nothing 
divine in the mission of Christ, the circumstance is moat 
remarkable, and to my mind wholly unaccountable, that 
he should inculcate a religion so pure, and a philosophy 
so divine, in the midst of a darkness so gross I His very 
life — his spirit — his teachings, and the manner in which 
he bore his sufferings and his death, were i^ll in direct op- 
position to the prevailing sentiments and customs of the 
age in which he lived. His breathings of love and for- 
giveness — of tenderness and compassion — of benevo- 
lence and humanity, when contrasted with the predomi- 
nant principles of that age, were like a resplendent star 
in the midst of surrounding darkness— or a blooming 
paradise in a howling wilderness. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE MARCH OP HUMANITY DTIMNG THE IiAST TWO 
CENTUKTES. 






But let US come forward to a more recent age, and 
mirk the growth of humanity in the hearts of those who 
stand more closely connected with ns on the pages of 
histoiy We will linyt our investigations to the last two 
ceaturies. 

In 1650 we find France and England, two of the most 
ealighteaed and civilized nations on the globe, governed 
by principles, both in war and peace, that would utterly 
shook the humanity of the present age. 

Men regarded as great and good, both in Church and 
State, gave their sanction to laws, practices and customs 
BO unjust and inhuman, as to Strike the worst man now 
living in civilized society dumb with astonishment and 
horror I This will be seen as we proceed. 

Notice the unmistakable change which has been pro- 
duced within the last two hundred years, with reference 
to the cruelty of proscription and persecution in conse- 
quence of religious faith. Christians have now vory gun- 
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erallj leaincl the ioll\ of attemjtmg tr> conveit men 
ti ^ lo\p t Cliiistian trutk anl m'tjiie thi,ia yntiy 
bene¥ Ipiice by pii ns eLaina fire and torture But 
two hiinirel yt.'ir'* i^o tteae were the pimeipal means 
employed m the dissemination and defense of the Chris 
tian religion Two huidiel yews ^o the mqmsition 
that tiihunal of hoiror nd ciuelty which drank ^he 
blood of neiily four hundied thousand lanocent victims 
was in full foice m Trinee Spim Portugal anl other 
countries An aeotedited English writer says m de 
scribing the inhumanity it prie^f^ and potentates in 
thui persecution ot heietica If the least shidow of 

proof appeared against any pretended criminal he was 
oonUemned to death at on;,o and wis ckthed with a gar 
meut p'iiated with flames and with his own figure sui 
roundud with dogs, serpents, and devils, all open-mouthed, 
as if ready to devour him. If the offender died in any 
other faith than that of Rome, they were hurned alive, 
the priests telling them that they lefl them to the devil 
who was standing at their elbow waiting to receive their 
souls and hear them to the flames of hell. 

Elaming furzes, fastened to poles, were thrust against 
tbeir faces till their faces were hurned to a coal, and this 
was accompanied with the loudest acclamations of joy 
among the thousands of spectators. At last, fire was set 
to the furze at the bottom of the stake, over which the 
criminals were chained so high that the top of the flame 
seldom reached higher than the seat they sat on, so that 
they seemed to be roasted, rather than burned. There 
could not be a more lamentable spectacle ; the sufEerers 
continually crying out, so long as they were able — "Pity, 
for the love of God 1" Yet it was beheld by all sexes 
and ages, with transports of Joy and satisfaction. And 
even monarclis, surrounded by their courtiers, sometimes 
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graced the scene with thoir presence, imagining that they 
wei'6 performing an aet highly acceptable to the Deity.* 
Two hundred years ago, Louis the XIV. filled tlie 
throne of France. He was basely ignorant, but is de- 
scribed as possessing many virtues for a soTcreign of 
his time. Among his virtues is enumerated that of hia 
strong religious prejudices, and boldness iu support of 
the established Church. He manifested a marked desire 
to convert supposed heretics to Catholicism, and intro- 
duced a method to accomplish his purpose which seems 
to have been original with him. We have no account of 
its ever having been practiced by Christ or his apostles, 
or any of the early fathers. He beat religion luto them 
with the battle-ax. It is a literal fact that he sent forth 
hia troopers, soldiers and dragoons, with orders to go 
ftom house to house and from town to town and with 
the sword and battle axe force men and women into the 
Catiolic Cturci., These blood thirsty wretches entered 
the Protestant houses in France wheie they bioke inl. 
trampled under foot fninituie de'itioyed provisions 
turned dining-rooms into st'ibles foi their hoises and 
treated the owners 'with the hij,hest indignation and 
ernelty. They bound to post"* mothets that gave suck 
and let their little infants he languishing in thtir sight 
for several days and nightif crying mourning andgisp 
ing for life. Some they bound before Itrge fires and 
when they were half loi'it^d let them go &ome they 
hung by the hair and ^ ime by the leet in chimney an I 
smoked them with hay till they weie suffocated Women 
and maids were hung up by their feet or by their arm 
pita, and exposed ^tark naked to public view Some they 
cut and slashed with knives, and after stiipping them 
naked, stuck their bodies lull of pins and needles from 
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head to foot : or -with reef liot pinchers took hold of them 
by tlio nose and other parts of the body, and dragged 
them around their rooma till they promised to be good 
Catlwlics, or actiially expired beneatb tbeir aufferinga. 
If any endeavored to save themselves from tLese barbar- 
ities by flight, they were pursued into fields and woods 
where they were shot like wild beasts. 

On such scenes of desoltation and horror the PopisL 
clergy feasted their eyes, and made them simply a matter 
of laughter and sport."* 

All this was done leas than two hundred years ago, in 
refined and accomplished France, and simply for a differ- 
enco of opinion in religious faith. In the civil wars on 
account of religion, which happened in Erance in the 
seventeenth centiiry, above a million of men lost their 
Uvea; fonr hundred villages, nine cities, two thousand 
churches, and ten thousand dwellings, were burnt or de- 
stroyed. The inhumanity of the soldiers when set on by 
the prieata, filled with the ranklinga of an unrelenting 
religion, was utterly beyond description. Thousands of 
men, women, and children died by starvation, by being 
torn aaunder, by butchery and by the flames. It is said 
of Louis XIII., who carried on the war, that what gave 
him greater pleasure than all things else, was the thought 
of driving heretics out of his kingdom, and thereby 
purging the Ohnrch of GEod of its corruptions. 

In other countries the flames of persecution r^ed with 
nearly the same fury. In the Netherlands alone, not 
long previous to the time of which I speak, one hundred 
thousand persons were hanged, beheaded, buried alive or 
burned on account of their religioiis belief I 

Even England, who has always acted with more calm- 
ness and humanity than any other nation, was not guilt- 

*Dr. Dick's ITiilosuphj of Religion. 
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loss. During two or three years of the siiort reign of 
Mary, in the Sixteenth century, two hundrod and seyen- 
tj-seTen persons were committed to the flames, besides 
those who perished by fines, confiscations, and imprison- 
ment. And " aoarcelj a century and a half has elapsed, 
since the Presbyterians of Scotland were hunted across 
moors and morasses, like partridges in the wilderness, 
slaughtered by hands of ruf&an dr^oona, and forced to 
seek their spiritual food in dens and mountains at the 
peril of their lives."* 

It was the inhumanity of persecution that drove the 
pilgrim fathers from their homes in the old world, to 
seek an asylum among the sav^e men and beasts of the 
new. They were banished ftom their homes, and in 
their turn, tiioy banished others. 

Two hundred years ^o, Roger Williams, the fonnderof 
the sect of Calvinist Baptists in this country, preached in 
Plymouth, Boston and Salem. But his doctrine and ideas 
of Church government were not pleasing to the Puritan 
fathers, and he was banished to Khode Island — he and his 
wife and children, in the dead of winter, where he was de- 
pendent on the very eavagea for the means of subsistence ! 
Two hundred years ago, the magistrates of Massachu- 
setts Colony cropped the ears, scourged the backs, and 
bored the tongues of the Quakers with a hot iron. More 
than this, they incarcerated them in jails and dungeons 
—whipped them through the streets at the tail of a cart, 
and banished them from the country on pain of death. 
And when they returned, they actually seized them, and 
put them to death by hanging. 

Such is a sort of bird's eye view of the inhumanity and 
intolerance which has been rife in the Christian world 
within the last two hundred years. 

*Dr. Dick's Philosoplij tif Religion. 
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Has not an unmiatsikabie cbange Uiken piace in soci- 
ety in this time? Where is the Inquisition? Some say 
it is still in use. If so, the progress of society cheats it 
of its vietims. The spirit of persecution may still be 
burning in the hearts of aome of the leading Papists, but 
it is confitted there by the growing intelligence, humaEi- 
ty, and love of liberty of the masses. 

Where is the king or the potentate, in this age, that 
dares to take the first step in the maintenance of any 
system of faith by the inquisition, the stake, the rack, or 
the scaffold? How would the public mind be struck 
with horror, in England, Scotland, or the United States, 
if men and women were beheaded or burned for their 
religious faith! Suppose that to-day, in Boaton, or Cin- 
cinnati, a Quaker should be arraigned, tried, and execut- 
ed, "vnlhout benefit ofcler^;" — executed, simply because 
he repudiated wars, believed in the efScacy of kindness, 
— the brotherhood of man, and thought fit to wear a drab 
coat and broad -brimmed hat ; — hanged for such an of- 
fense I What would the people think? What would 
they say ? What would they do ? Why, the whole na- 
tion — yea, the whole Chrlatian world^ — -would be shocked 
in every nerve! There is, probably, no deed that could 
be perpetrated by any party or sect, that would produce 
a more fearful excitement, in any civilized society, than 
to hang or bwn a man for his reUpiovs belief! So great 
and palpable is the change which has been wrought in 
the popular mind, within the last two hundred years, in 
favor of tolerance and humanity! 

2. An unmistakable change in favor of humanity is 
seen in the softening of the Penal Codes of nations. 

We are told, by Judge Story, that less than one hun- 
dred years ago England punished one hundred and sia;^ 
oEFenses with death. Dr. Dick says: "In our country it is 
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a melancholy truth, that among the variety of actions 
which men are daily liahle to commit, no leaa than oiM 
huiidrRd and siaM^ have heen declared, by act of Parlia- 
meiit, to be felonies loUhout henejit of clergy, or in other 
words, to be worthy of instant death." A writer in the 
London Morning Herald, puts the number at rising two 
hundred. France, Germany, Poland and Italy were still 
more unjust and cruel in their punishments. Now, Eng- 
land makes but Jive offenses punishable with death; and 
France. Germany and Polanci have modified their codes 



Sisty years ago, England, Sweden, Germany and Po- 
land, not only put to death for certain offenses, but pro- 
longed the torments of the offender by cruel tortures. 
In Sweden, for instance, murder was punished first by 
chopping off the hand, then beheading and quartering, 
la Great Britain, "those guilty of high treason were 
condemned to be hung on a gallows for some minutes; 
then cut down while yet alive, the heart to be taken out, 
i(nd exposed to view, and the entrails burned." 

The following account is given, by a traveler who waa 
in Berlin in 1819, of the eseoution of a man for murder, 
wiiich shows that the execution of criminals in Prussia 
is frequently distinguished by a species of cruelty wortiiy 
of the worst days of the inquisition. Amidst the parade 
of executioners, officers of police, and other judicial au- 
thorities, the beating of drums, and the waving of flags 
Sud colors, the criminal mounted the scaffold. No min- 
isters of religion appeared to gild the horrors of eternity, 
and to soothe the agonies of the criminal; and no re- 
pentant prayer closed his quivering lips. 

^' Never," says tb.e narrator, "shall I forget the one 
bitter look of imploring agony that he threw around him, 
M, itnmediatety oa stepping on the scaffold, his coat was 
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rudely torn from his shouldera. He was then thrown 
down, the cords fixed round his neok, whicli were drawn 
until strangnlation almost commenced. Aitother execu- 
tioner then approached, hearing in his hands a heavy 
wheel, hound with iron, with which he violently struck 
the legs, arms, and cheat, and lastly the head, of the crim- 
inal, I was, unfortunately, near enough to witness hia 
mangled and Weeding hody still convulsed. It was then 
carried down for interment, and, in leas than a quarter of 
an hour from the beginning of his torture, the corpse tjas 
completely covered with earth. Several large stones, 
whicii were thrown upon him, hastened his last gasp; he 
was itiangled into eterwityt" 

Now, all auch barbarities are expunged from the penal 
code of nearly every civilized nation on earth. Oulj forty 
years since, the crime of cutting a amall tree, or of shoot- 
ing a deer within the enclosure of an English lord, waa 
punishable with death. If a man stole more than forty 
shillings from a dwelling in that country, the law clam- 
ored for his blood. He must be strangled. And, as in- 
credible as the fact may appear to some in our time, this 
inhuman law wa9 not abolished till the year 1827 — less 
than thirty years ago ; and then it was not fully abolished; 
for the legislative body simply raised the capital indict- 
ment to five pounds, instead of four — or to mir.l^ shillings, 
instead of fm-ty. Since, England has wiped all such acts 
from her statute books; and now in no case punishes 
with death for theft. 

Shop-lifting waa also a crime punishable with death in 
England but a few years since. And from an extract 
taken from a speech by the Hon. Sir William Meredcth 
in 1777, on a bill creating a new capital felony, a glimpse 
may be obtained of public sentiment on this subject at 
that time — eighty years ago. This gentleman, in oppos- 
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ing t!ie inliiinianity of the la^^, produced many touching 
instances where the grossest injuatioe had been perpe- 
trated in the punishment of offenders. Amongst others, 
he mentioned the ease of a young woman, of good family 
and beautiful person, who had just been executed for 
attempting to steal a small piece of cloth from a dry- 
goods establishment. 

" Her husband," said Mr. Meredeth, " had been pressed 
on board of a man-of-war ship, by the ofBcera of govern- 
ment. The poor woman's goods had been sold to pay 
some debt of her husband, and she, together with her two 
little children, were turned into the streets, penniless 
beggars. 

" 'T is a circumstance," said he, " not to be forgotten, 
that she was very young, but little more than eighteen, 
and remarkably handsome. She went to a linen draper's 
— took some coarse linen from the counter, and slipped 
it under her cloak. The shop-man saw her, and she laid 
it down. l?oit THIS he exe d H 1 f n 

was, that she had Ht d d t d w t 1 th a; t !1 

a press-gang came, wb w d th d f th 

government, and b wyh hbd Bt 

then, she was depr dfhm nllhl 

nothing to prevent tltaTt fh hid t 

keep them from perishing with cold ; and she miglit have 
done something wrong, for she scarcely knew what she 
. did. The parish of&cers testified to the truth of this 
declaration., but there had been a good deal of ahop-lift- 
ing in that vicinity, notwithstanding the penalty was 
death, and it became necessary to make an example of 
some one. So this unfortunate woman was carried to 
the gibbet, hung up by the neck, and choked like a eat, 
for the special comfort and acconimodation of the shop- 
1 Ludgate street, London. 
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"When brought into court to receive her sentence," 
said Mr. Meredetb., "slie behaved like one frantic. And 
it was enough to break one's heart to see her set out for 
the gallows, with her poor bahe nursing at the breast." 
It m h dly credible that so heartless, inhuman and 
unju t an t could have been perpetrated by the 
auth t f England — enlightened, Christian England 
— w th n th last centuryl 

And y t the same code of criminal law waa once in 
TO^ne in the New-Eagland colonies. Hanging for steal- 
ing forty shillings — for ahop-lLfting — -for worshipping 
any god but the true God— for blaspheming the name of 
God — for stealing a man — or for smiting father or moth- 
er — was the law of Massachusetts and Conaeotiout, one 
hundred and fifty years ago. 

The following is copied from the penal code of the 
Connecticut Colony, and was in vogue in 1690; 

" If any man shall hayo or worship any other god 
but the true God, he shall be put to death. 

" If any man or woman be a witch, that is, hath or 
consnlteth with a familiar spirit, he or she shall be put 
to death. 

" If any man aliall blaspheme the name of God, shall 
ourae the Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, he sliall bo put 
to death, 

" If any man stcaleth a man, or mankind, he shall bo 
put to death. 

" If any child or children above sixteen years, and of 
sufficient understanding, shall curse or smite father or 
mother, he shall be put to death. 

" If any man have a stubborn and rebellious son of 
sufficient years and understanding, viz: sixteen years of 
age, who will not obey the voice of his father or the 
voice of his mother, and vrhen they have cbastened him 
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■nil t h 5t n ito them ; then may his father and his 
n 1 lay ! Id him and bring him to the Magistrates 
ubl d t t and testify unto them, and such a son 
h lib intt 1 th." 

Th 1 w w but too effectually enforced. No less 
th n n t n p ons, as innocent of any crime ^ the 
p t pp nd " table -tippers " of our day, wero 

h n nd n pleased to death, in Salem, Mass,, in 
1() i 1 w teh ft. And the estimated number put to 
death in England for tlie same offense, was thirty thou- 
sand; while in Germany not leas than one hundred thou- 
sand suffered death by the aeaffold, the flames, by being 
drawn assunder, and by other methods, for the same crime. 
In the colocies, even parents were inatrumental in the 
condemnation and execution of their own children : 

An English lady of much repute who visited New 
England not long pre¥ioua to the war of '76, aays in her 
diary of 22d March, 1769, that a maid of nineteen years 
f w p t p h t ial for life, in Connecticut, by 
th pi f h p ts, both of whom were present 

d w g t h — aying that "she was stubborn 

d h d 1 t d th mmaada," 

Th d y t t th t ' at first the mother teatlfied 
t £,ly t h h H; hwt when she had spoken a 

f w w d th 1 ht cried out in great agony of 
g i Oh II hub d stroyed in my youth by the 
w d f my wn m th I On which the woman did so 
Eoften her testimony, that the court being in doubt upon 
the matter, had a consultation with the ministers present, 
as to whether the accused girl had made herself juatly 
liable to the punishment prescribed for stubborn and 
robelliouH children in Deuteronomy, 21: 20." 

When it was decided that this law applied only to a 
rebellions smi, and that a daughter eoald not be put to 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



S LAST TWO CESTUHIES. 31 

death under its sanction; to wliieli the court did assent, 
and the girl, after being admonished, was set at liberty. 
Thereupon she ran sobbing into the arms of her mother, 
who did rejoice over her as one raised from the dead; 
and moreover did mightily blame herself for putting her 
child in BO great peril, bj com plaining of disobedience." 
Has not a change, then, been wrouglit in behalf of 
humanity? Has not much of inliumanity been expunged 
from our statute books? Is not human life regarded by 
all legislators as a thing far more sacred? The humanity 
of every Christian heart rises up against even legalized 
killing. The offender may have wickedly violated the 
law; his deeds of blood may have been many and appal- 
ling; but we ask, is it wise or Christian to strangle him? 
— to imitate his own deeds of vengeance? 

In Russia, Bombay, Belgium and Tuscany, the pun- 
ishment of death has been totally abolished. It ia also 
abolished in the States of Michigan and Wisconsin in 
our own country; while in Maine, Vermont and Massa- 
chusetts, it is virtually abolished.* In eight of our other 
States, but two offenses are punishable with death; while 
in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Tennessee, their codes contain 
but one crime for which death is the penalty.f And 
what is remarkable, crime is never increased by such ex- 
hibitions of humanity on the part of communities and 
nations. Clemency always soflons, while cruelty hard- 
ens, as I will demonstrate in the progress of these 

» In each ot these States the law requires that the offender, nn 
tonviation, sbnil be imprisoned in tha SCute Penitentiary fur uC least one 
year; after whioh the tlovernor of the Slats shgil issne his wurrnnl for 
Ms exFitution. But ns no time le speeifled when, tha n'ai'cnnC sliall be 
issued, the axeoutive, with a aingls exoeption, haa foiled to act In tha 
premiSBs, and the oonaeqneneo is, the offeiider is permitted to lite. 

i The penul oodo of VirRinia haa bat Djia 



mitted by a slave. Wl 

the most bloody now existing in tlia iroild. 



duellinp; ; but seeenty-oni, wben oom- 
npphed to tha ElaTe, bar ooda ii 
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pages. In the reign of Henry tie VIII. of England, 
the kws were neyor more severe; and it is a faot well 
worthy the coiiBideration of every man interested in juris- 
prudence or moral philosophy, that crime in Great Britain 
was never ao rife nor so terrible as during the reign of 
Henry. No less than seventy-two thousand eseeutions 
toot place for rohbery alone, amounting, on an average, to 
more than iix a day, Sundays included. 

3. The progress of humanity is also seen in the more 
kindly treatment of criminals and all other offenders, 
when contrasted with the past. The change in this di- 
rection within the last half-century, has been truly 
wonderful. 

One hundred years ago, men and women guilty of 
minor offenses, were punished with pillory— galleys — 
whipping — stocks — mutilation, hy cutting off the ears 
and the nose, cutting out the tongue, putting out the 
eyes, shaving off the hair, and branding — and with im- 
prison ment.-S^ 

Fifty years ago, prisons were merely stone pens, and 
dark, dismal dungeons, filled with filth and vermin. Into 
these pens and dungeons were criminals thrust, chained 
to their stone floors, and fed like our hogs, with worse 
fare. Now, men have learned, in all civilized oommuni- 
ties, that such treatment ws^ barbarous — that eoen, ihe 
convict is entitled to the humanity of his brother, and is 
worth something. So his loathsome prison has, in a 
measure, been converted into a workshop and school of 



nfttiveiunnla.yivrpriEon all winter for a debt of six dollars only, while 
his wifo ftod large family of Utile obildren were suffering at homo for the 

SrorisloDB wbieh bis labor would bars bcoaght. An Instanoe la reported 
1 one Slate, whore a. man iras imptisonad tor imi centi only. Even Mos- 
loahuselia did not wipe this cruel and foollib lav from her statute books 
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reform— a hospital for the body, the mind, the soul. 
In neaiiy all our State prisons and penitentiaries, in 
the Free States, there is the chaplain, the lihrary, and iu 
eome t^tatoa tte school of histvactioii ; and efforta are 
made nut only to instruct the criminal in some useful 
trade, that he may iave the means of liTclihood when he 
returns to the world, but to instruct his heart and mind 
in wbateYcr will serve to guide and benefit him in after 
life, and render him a virtaous member of society. 

To me, there is something heautiful, Christian, divine, 
in tJiese displays of humanity. From the cleanly, well- 
regulated school of reform, which we find in many States 
of our Union, called the House of Refuge, instituted for 
the unfortunate youth of both sexes, through the house 
of correction and the improved jail, to the cleanly and 
well-regulated penitentiary, when contrasted with the 
filth and brutality connected with the prisons of but half 
a century ago, there is a growth in true beneTolenee and 
Christian kindness manifested, that is full of hope and 
exceedingly cheering to the benevolent Christian. 

4. Again; the development of wbich I am speaking is 
seen in the growing interest of nearly all classes, in the 
improvement of the condition of the poor, the unfortu- 
nate, the sick, ignorant and suffering, of onr earth. We 
behold the blessed Jesus, at the pool of Bethesda, ad- 
ministering to the wants of the sick, lame, halt and blind; 
80 in our day, many of his followers have come to learn 
that works of humanity and mercy are demanded of 
them by the common interests of a common racp. "Have 
we not all one Father; hath not one God created us?" 
and if so, are we not ALL BaETHEEN? Feeling the force 
of this heautiful principle, a broad philanthropy has 
sprung up, which manifests itself in noble charities and 
perpetual appeals in behalf of humanity. Behold our 
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Hospitals— our Asjluma for tlie Blind, Deaf and Dumb, 
and for the Insane; — our Homes for the Widow, the Or- 
phan, the friendless and outcasts — our aoeietiea to assist 
the poor— our Peace associations — our Temperance soci- 
eties—our Prison associations, Howard associations, and 
Bagged Schools I Behold what ia being done for the most 
wretched and filthy in Sield Lane, London, and at the 
I'ive Points, Now- York 1 and what -was done, but a few 
years ago, in sending ships and frigates, loaded with 
clothing, and barrels of flour and meal and haras, to the 
starving people of Greece and Ireland. 

Our fathers erected the gallows, the whipping-post, the 
stocks and the piHory, by the church-side; but where 
did they eycr organize the benevolent societies, and erect 
the benevolent institutions which I have enumerated? 
These belong alone to the present age, and mark the age 
as one of philanthropy and Christian benevolence, be- 
yond every thing the world baa ever witnessed. And the 
more the human sonl is brought to contemplate the con- 
dition of the criminal and perishing classes, and what 
society can accomplish with no injury to itself, for suffer- 
ing humanity — the more it beholds what there is yet to 
be done—the more tender is it in its sympathies, and 
disposed to combine the elements of its forces to contrib- 
ute to their relief. And thns is the present an age full 
of joyful hopes — an age softened and mellowed by char- 
ity — an age of advancement, not only in science, art, 
political economy and material development, but of a nnt- 
versal humanity; in a word, it is an ago, when contrasted 
with the past, which is full of glory. 

Macaulay, the eloquent English historian, in speaking 
of the growth of humanity in England, says; "There ia 
scarcely a page of the history, or the lighter literature 
of the seventeeth century, which does not contain some 
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proof that our ancestors were less humane than tlieir pos- 
terity. The discipline of work-shops, of schools, of pri- 
vate families, thoiigh not more efficient than at present, 
was infinitely harsher. Masters, well born and hred, were 
in the habit of beating their servants. Pedagogues knew 
of no way of imparting knowleclge hut by heating their 
pupils. Husbands of decent station were not ashamed 
to beat their wives. The implacability of hostile factions 
was such as we can scarcely conceive. 

"Whigs were disposed to murmur because Staffard was 
suffered to die without having his bowels burned before 
his face. Tories reviled and insulted Russell, as his coach 
passed from the Tower to the scaffold where ho was put 
to death. Aa little mercy was shown by the populace to 
the sufferers of humble rank. If an offender was put 
into the pillory, it was well if he escaped with his life from 
brick-bats and paving -stones. If he was tied on to tha 
cart's tail, the crowd pressed around him, imploring the 
hangman to give it to the fellow well and make him howl. 
"A man pressed to death for stealing a trifle, or a wo- 
man burned for coining, excited less sympathy than is 
now felt for a galled horse, or an over -driven ox.* The 
prisons were hells on earth — seminaries of every crime 
and of every disease. The lean and yellow culprits, when 
they were brought into court from their cells, brought an 
atmosphere of stench and pestilence with them, which 
sometimes signally avenged them on the bench, bar and 
jury. But on all this misery society looked with indif- 
ference, Nowhere could be found that sensitive and 
restless compassion which has, in our time, extended a 
powerful protection to the factory- child— ^to the Hindoo 



g tbe year 



munth's irapcisonmi 
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widow — to the negi'o-slaYe ;^a compassion wliicli wincea 
at every laali laid on tlie back of drunlten soldiers ; — 
which will not suffer the thief in the hulks to he ill-fed 
or over-worked, and which has repeatedly endeavored to 
save the iifeof the murderer. It is true, that compassion 
ought, like other feelings, to he under the government 
of reason, and has for the want of such governnieat, pro- 
duced some ridiculous and some deplorable effecfe. But 
the more we study the annals of the past, the more shall 
we rejoice that we live in a merciful age— in an age in 
whiuJi cruelty is ahhorred, and in which pain, even when 
deserved, is inflicted reluctantly, and from a sense of duty. 
Every class, douhtless, has gained largely by this great 
moral change ; but the class which has gained most is 

THE POOREST, THE MOST DEPENDENT AND THE MOST 



And it may he added, these are the very classes that 
most need the gain, They are the very classes for whom 
the blessed Jesus specially labored; and never since he 
returned to his Father, and our Father, has there been a 
time when they so occupied the thoughts of the humane, 
and when all the elements and forces of the world's life 
so contributed to their improvement and happiness as the 
present. 
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CHAPTER III. 
APPEAL 'TO CHEISTIAira. 



Thus have we demonstrated the sure progress of hu- 
manity. But let ttot the reader infer from what we have 
said, tliat humanity is yet "full grown," There are still 
dreadful evils, moral and social, in our world, and a vast 
amonnrt of human suffering — Suffering arising from pov- 
erty, crime, ignorance and crnelty, which can and rmisl 
he ameliorated. We appeal to the reader for his co- op- 
eration — his sympathy, advice and assistance. You look 
back upon the past as exhibited in these pages, and you 
say, " Really the world has progressed in its humanities. 
I have no desire to go hack and live under the customs 
and laws whici held rule two centuries ago. Our fathers 
must have suffered extreme anxiety and great peril con- 
stantly. I rejoice that reforms so important to the in- 
terest and tappiness of man, have been effected." All 
this is very well. But do you think it probable 
that all needed good has been effected? Is there nothing 
more that Christianity and humanity demand at our 
hands? Have we arrived at the nephts ultra of jeform? 
If not, should we not go forward? You do not desire to 
go back, but will jou advance f Everybody is opposed to 
(toine back. ThonBanda of sticklers for the death pen- 
(37) 
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alty for murdei; condemn tlie rigid laws of our fatLera, 
and thank God that they did not live in the seventeenth, 
century. It is difBcult to get the conservative to move 
willingly. He holds hack, but like a horse in a ferry- 
boat, no matter how stuhhocnly he pulls back, the boat 
movea, and he goes with it in spite of himself, and when 
once over, he has no disposition to return. Where is 
the man who has been carried forward on tho broad tide 
of moral and apiritua! reform, for the last half centitry, 
though never so much against his will, that desires to 
return to the delusion, superstition and inhumanity from 
which he has merged? Why he can only look back and 
wonder that his fathers could have remained so long in 
darkness. 

Thus it will be with the generations to come. They 
will refer to the unchristian barbarities of our day, and 
say of ns, " How astonishing that our fathers could have 
conceived it either expedient or necessary to deliberately 
kill men and women because theg killed!" Our fathers 
were instrumental in the eseoution of their own chil- 
dren for disobedience; — they strangled men and wo- 
men for theft, witchcraft and profanity, and wears aston- 
ished." Will not our children be equally astonished at 
our pervetseneas in upholding the gibbet as a Christian 
inatiiutMi; and our almost total neglect of the millions 
of young and old, upon whom the doom of poverty has 
fised its seal? Examine, then, the several subjects pre- 
sented in the future pages of this work carefully. Yon 
Ao not believe that the sanguinary laws of our fathers 
were either just, necessary, or Christian; and by inves- 
tigation, you may come to have just as little faith in the 
necessity, justice or Christianity of the gallpws for any 
crime. 
If you are a professed Christian, then I would exhort 
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you e^eeiaUy to consider wliat we have to ofi'er before yoa 
" turn from us and pass away." Remember, that every 
man, ao matter how poor, or sinful, or ignorant, or 
wretched, is your brother; houad up with you in the samo 
bundle of temporal and eternal interests. Christ died for 
him as well as for you, aad when on earth, he sought after 
just such to heal and bless them. You belieyo it to be 
your duty to labor for their future salvation, tLat their 
immortal sovh may be secure fVom suffering beyond the 
grave. But is it not equally your duty to labor for the 
amelioration of their condition in life, as Christ labored 
when on earth. " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world; /or /uKta an hungered and ye gavn ma meat; I 
MTOS thirsty and ye gave tne drink; I was a stranger and 
ye look me in; naked and ye clothed me; J vas sieh mtd ye 
visited ine; Itoas inprison andye came unto me. ..... 

Vmily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto ONE 
OF THE LEAST OF THESE my brethren, ye have done it 

Now, is it possible for you to cater the spiritaal king- 
dom of the Lord Jesus — a kingdom of " righteousness, 
peace and joy " — and experience its promised blessings, so 
long as you neglect to "remember in mercy" the weak 
and perishing ones, whose bodies as wet! aa souls Christ 
himself has made it your duty to look after and bless? 

Another consideration you must not fail to notice, viz: 
that the world musl be renovated, if at all, through the in- 
fiuence of the Christian religion. If Christians fail to 
labor in the cause of humanity, therefore, the work must 
stop. I have demonstrated the growth of humanity in 
the world; but tbia advancement is confined mainly to 
Christian countries, as is its oiviliKation, and the progress 

•Matthtw 2fti S4-40. 
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of science, art, and philosophy, and all the activities of 
the world's life. 

I said in a preyious chapter, that I desired to encour- 
age the Christian in the labors of humanity, by showing 
that Christianity is the main-spring in all moral, social 
and intellectual progress, and adyanoement in humanity. 
Let him take a map of the world, and esamine for 
himself. Tte nations of the earth, when considered in 
a religious point, are arranged into two great classes, viz : 
the Pagan and Christian; and these two into other two, 
viz; tte first into Pagan and Mohammedan, and the second 
into Catholic and Protestant. Now, in what countries 
do we find the progress and growth which I have de- 
scribed in these pages? Where the most intense love of 
learning? Where the schools and colleges? Where the 
profound knowledge of science? Where the books, news- 
papers, post routes, railroads, and other marks of a high 
form of civilization? And above all, where the growth 
in humanity, which alone is the truest seal of the highest 
human progress? 

Take a map and trace. The activitieB and develop- 
ments of which I have spoken are not in Africa. There, 
darkness and cruelty still reign predominant. We visit 
Asia — India, China, and what is the result ? Very 
nearly the same as that of Africa. The people of the 
"Celestial Empire" boast of their anti^dt^. The Chi- 
nese, if we believe the affirmations of their philosophers, 
were the first and the purest people formed by the gods. 
They have existed from all eternity, and from all eternity 
the same. They never change. Change, development, 
with them is weakness.* And the consequence is, the 

* It ia said of a Chinaman, that ho chanced to learn to ronat a pig, throe 
lianSred years ago, by tbe burning of a honae ; and to thia day, when ono 
o£ hia descendonta wishes to roast a pig, he burns a house, not having been 
able to disooTer any other metboij. 
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grossest superstition and ignorance, and the most dread- 
ful barbarities still prevail amoflg them. During tke 
past year (1855) more than 150,000 "rebels" have 
been executed in the most dreadful manner, in China. 
An American, present during one day of slaughter in 
Canton, writes as follows concerning the dreadful scenes 
that passed before his eyes: 

" As we approached the execution ground many were 
met with their hands to their nostrils, or with their tails 
tied round their faces, for the purpose of avoiding the 
horrid stench, which could literally be "felt" at a con- 
siderable distance. The groun'd was covered with par- 
tially dried gore, the result of the past day's work. There 
are no drains to take the blood away, nor is any substance 
used to slake it. One man was found digging holes for 
two oroases, on which, he said, four were to be tied and 
cut in pieces. 

" The esecution had been fixed for noon. At half-past 
eleven, half a dozen men arrived with the knives, preceded 
by the bearers of rough deal-wood boxes, decorated with 
bloody sides. These were the coffins. Unconcern was the 
general appearance of the soldiers and spectators, of whom, 
altogether, there may have been one hundred and fifty. 
At a quarter of twelve, the first batch of ten prisoners ar- 
rived, speedily followed by the rest in similar quantities. 
" Each prisoner (having his hands tied behind his 
back, and labeled on the tail,) appeared to have been 
thrust down in a wicket basket, over which his chained 
legs dangled loosely, the body tiding uncomfortably, and 
marked with a long paper tally, pasted on a slip of bam- 
boo thrust between the prisoner's jacket and his back. 
These " man -baskets," slung with small cords, were car- 
ried on bamboos on the shoulders of two men. As the 
a arrived, each was made to kneel with his face 
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to the south. In a space of about 20 feet by 12 we 
oounted as many as seventy, ranged in half a dozen rows. 
At five minutea to twelve a white-button mandarin ar- 
rived, and the two to be first cut in pieces were tied to 
the crosses. While looking at this frightening procesa 
the execution commenced, and twenty or thirty must 
have been headless before we were aware of it. The on- 
ly sound to be heard was a horrid cheep — cheep — cheep, 
as tte knives fell. One blow was BufE.cient for each — 
the head tumbling between the lege of the victim before 
it. As the sword fails, the blood-gushing trunk springs 
forward, falls on the breast, and is still for ever. 

" In four minutes, the de p t t w pi t d 

then on the other victims m 1 th b b ty 

which, to think of only, is suf& tly b b ^ tl 

sbort sharp knife a slice wa t fc f m d h 

arm. A low, suppressed, f -f 1 g f h f 1 

lowed the operatiou of the w j D t 1th 

ers, a slice was taken succe ly by th p t f m 
the calves, tbc thighs, and th f m h b t Vt 
may suppose, we tope, that b tl t m th ft 
were insensible to pain ; but th y w t J d Th 

knife was then stuck into th 1 d m 1 h pp d 

up to the breast-bone, and th 1 1 d tw t d d d 

round as the heart was sepaiated from its holding X'p 
to this moment, having once set eyes on the viitim un 
der torture, they had become hsed as by fascination , 
but they could be iiveted there no lon{.ei A whiibng 
sensation ran through the brain, and it was with difli 
culty we could keep our'ielves fiom falling But thi^ 
was not all ; the lashings were then cut and the head, 
being tied by the tail to a limb ot the cross was teveied 
from the body, whinh wi^. then dismembeied of hands 
and arms, feet and legs, separately. After this the man- 
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darina left the ground, to return, however, with a man 
and woman ; the latter, it was said, the wife of one of the 
rehel chiefs— the man a leader of some rank. The ■wom- 
an was out up in the way we have descrihed ; for the man, 
a more horrihle puniahment was decreed. He was flayed 
alive. We did not aeo Vhls, hut it was witnessed by the 
Sergeant of Marines of the United States, J. P. Kenne- 
dy—the cry at the first insertion of the knife across the 
forehead, and the prilling of the flesh over the eyes, being 
most horrihle." 

How shocking this description! And the more shock- 
ing to the senses of the well-informed Christian, from the 
fact that he fech the enormity, the astounding injustice 
and folly of such barbarities I We look in vain, then, 
in the Pagan world for the developments which we have 
described, 

We come nest to Turkey, where Mohammed and the 
Koran have had their day and their influence, and what 
is the result? Do we discover a love of improvement 
and learning — -a progression in the arts, science, and 
knowledge, among the Turks? or do they grow in the 
divine principles of benevolence and humanity? Are 
they influencing the world of mankind, on these subjects, 
by their essays, and books— and by missionary effort? 
Not at all. The Turk loves his belly and his ease, and 
hates all beyond. The whole country is buried in a dark 
cloud of ignorance and superstition. There is not a post- 
route within its borders, and the people are too indolent 
to establish any. And many of their laws and customs 
are such as marked the sterner cruelties of the darker 
ages. No, in no Pagan, in no Mohammedan country, do 
we discover the developments which we have described. 
We have only the Christian nations left. And here 
they exist. Biff tliey exist ■no where ehe on ike face of the 
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globe. Does not this significant fact teact us 
witli rpference to the influence of Chriatianitj ii 
til is gloria u8 result? Many men rail at the Christian 
religion. Hero is matter for the contemplation of such. 
There is one otlier aignifleant fact connected with this 
BTibject, which I feel it my duty to mention, via: that 
the growth in humanity, and the activities of which I 
have spoken, are confined mainly to Protestant countries. 
Take the map, and examine again. Visit South and 
Central America, Mexico and Cuba;~pas3 over into 
SpMn, Portugal, Italy. In all of these countries Cathol- 
icism is the predominant religion ; hut in none of them 
do we find an actiTe moral or intellectual development. 
Here are ignorance, superstition, fiith, immorality, crime, 
cruelty and tyranny; but few schools, newspapers, hooks, 
Bibles or colleges. It is for the s'mjle reason, that un- 
mixed Romanism forbids g wtl It anathematizes pro- 
gression, etai'ving and stint ng the o 1 In the main, it 
is not Christian. The Int{ s t o s no Christian insti- 
tution. To decapitate men women tuj children; — to 
burn them over a slow fi e of g een wood ; — to draw 
them asunder. Joint by j nt o a cerate them in 

gloomy dungeons, is not Chr st 1 ke btill, notwith- 
standing all these corrupt ons of Chr st anity, we find 
even Catholic countries in advance of the Pagan or Mo- 
hammedan, 

Bat it is where the people have had the Bible in their 
own hands, and studied for themselves the commands of 
G-od and the incnlcations of a Christian philosophy, that 
the growth of humanity is untrammeled and has mani- 
fested itself in a universal diffusion of knowledge, and a 
broad and generous desire for the improvement and hap- 
piness of the race. In Great Britain and the United 
States, the inspired word has been circulated without 
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"let or Mndraiice." Here, Christianity, in a purer 
and more divine, loving and tenevoknt form, existB. 
And v>l\fffc it does bo exist, no matter in what comma- 
nity, there you behold the highest form of civilization on 
earth — the most profound love of learning— the most 
humane laws — the largest benevolence, the purest moral- 
ity, the least crime, aud the greatest amount of happiness. 
We are certain of the truth of what we say. Keader, wc 
ask again, are you a professed Christian f If so, we re- 
peat, Consider well the claims of what we say in the 
future pages of this hook, before you decide against 
them ; for only in Christiam,ily, (md the efforts of its support- 
ers, is there ftope of the world' t rewowatton. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

ABOLiaeMENT OP THE GALLOWS. 

If tlie reader has perused tte preceding pages, lie ia 
prepared for what we tave to say on. the abolislimciit of 
the Death Penalty. The gallows we honestly believe to 
be a relic of harharism — is not a Christian institution — ia 
the cause of more crime than it cures — is unnecessary — is 
condemned by the spirit of the Christian religion, and 
should, therefore, he condemned hy every good citizen, 
and especially by every professed Christian; and the law 
that sustains it should he wiped from the st t t 1 k 
of every civilized state and nation under hea 

"Abolish the gallows!" exclaim thousand f x 1 
lent men and women, as they start and raise th h d 
in astoniahment; " what would hecoiae of soc ty w th t 
thegallowsl" " Abolish the gallows!" eeh th mn 
ister of God; "the gallows, an instrujnent t 1 hy 
God's own law, and which has been the 1 d m d £ 
the Church for long centuries, in the prote t n f 1 f 
and property, and so efficacious in pre t n th 
depredations of the robber and assaasin ! Oh I th w li 
never do— neuer/ nevkkI I There would b n f ty 
for honest people!" 
(46) 
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So said our fathers and moUiers when the whipping- 
post, the stocks aad the gallows graced every churchyard 
in the country, and were tliought to he as necessary to 
good order and good governmeat aa the pulpit or the 
Bible. I can assure you, my readers, that the reforms 
in human punishments, which I have described in the 
preceding pages, were not effected without an effort. 
Every inch of ground has heen stoutly contested bj tliose 
who venerate the customs of the fathers. When it was 
proposed by the humane to abolish the whip ping- post, 
the stocks, and the pillory, many were alarmed at the 
bare thought of such a change, and said ; " These punish- 
ments are of divine origin, — how can society exist with- 
out them ?" And yet these old relies of barbarism have 
passed away forever, and society is still in esistenee. 
No moral earthquake has shaken the foundations of com- 
munity, and the institutions of Christianity are not 



Indeed, as we have seen, all rejoice that a hettei day 
has dawned, and would not return to the wilderness from 
which our fathers escaped, for any consideration, Now 
what we desire is, that our Christian communities should 
have faith in the divine teachings of their religion, and 
like the children of Israel, joiffney still on toward the 
promised land. Most certainly Christianity predicts the 
time the gallows shall cease to exist; when every nation, 
tribe and language, shall unite in one holy and harmo- 
nious society, and labor to "save, and not to tfesfro^ men's 
lives;" when " violence shall rw more he hea/rdiv, the land;" 
wten " the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth;" 
when "the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leop- 
ard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall load them." Then "judgment shall dwell in the 
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wilderness, and rigttcouaaess in the fruitfal field, and 
the work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect 
of righteousness gidetmis and assitfance forever ; and all 
people shall dwell in, peaceable habitaHom, a^id m sure 
dwellings, and in qniet resting-places." 

When the fulfilment of this blessed prediction shall be 
realised, as it surely will he in the progress of the Chris- 
tian religion, we think it altogether probable that the 
gallows will be known only upon the pages of history, 
and as an instrument of the darker ages. 

One consideration more, before we enter on the main 
argument. Great exertions are made by those who sus- 
tain the galiows, and are in favor of a rigid penal code, 
to impress the public mind with the idea that those who 
advocate a reform have no regard for the public welfare 
— no love for good order and good government — are full 
of a morbid sympathy for the criminal— but entertaining 
no regard for those whom his lawless passions have de- 
stroyed—that we are mere " Ivwmanity mongers;" — and 
even say that all we desire is, that aU law should be abol- 
ished, so that robbors and assassins and murderers may 
be turned out into the world, to wander up and down the 
earth, " like a roaring lion, seeking whom they may 
devour,' ' 

Now all this is unfair — it is ungenerous — it is posi- 
tively /(ite/ Look at the long list of eminent Christian 
men, of modern times, who were so earnestly engaged in 
the reform of which I am speaking, and answer, could 
f7(c^ have acted from the motive thus ascribed to them? 
Were Lafayette, and Dr, Johnson, and Judge Blaok- 
STONE, and Montesquieu, and Sir Thomas Moore, and 
LiViNQSTOS, and Howard, and Franklin, and Lord 
Bbocqham, and Fox, and Pitt, and Rush, and Wilber- 
roRCE, and Ciianning. and Rantoul, and UrHAM— were 
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these great and good men regardless of good order and 
goodgovernTuent? Were they laboring only to save the 
miserable criminal from merited punishment? Had they 
no sympathy for society as well as tot the offender? 
Were they disposed to abolish all law, and permit tlie 
most desperate villains to run at large? Why, yon might 
as well charge Christ him3EL1? with cherishing a "mor- 
hid iym^athj" for he was their guide. Then consider the 
character of the Quakers. They, aa a sect, have always 
opposed the gallows. Are they not a pure, peaceable, or- 
der-loving and excellent people ? Are they disregardful 
ofthepubliegood? 

Why, we must have laws — andpejtai laws— so long as 
there are wicked men to be punished. But it does not, 
therefore, follow, thatwe must punish any man, or woman, 
or child, by killing. Have we not strong prisons and bars 
and bolts enough, and places for solitary confinement, if 
necessary ? Can not the citizens of the great State of 
Ohio, or any other, guard themselves with all their jails 
and State prisons and penitentiaries, from the depreda- 
tions of the few pei-aona who may be disposed to murder? 
Must we take them from our prisons where they are per- 
fectly secure, and choke the life out of them as a Christian 
duty, and for fear they may again injure us? A few 
months since, (Sept., 1856,) the people of Alexandria, 
La., were engaged in the work of strangling a little boy 
on the gallows, only ten years old. A secular paper,* in 
giving an account of the affair, said; " On the day be- 
fore he was called to face death, some gentlemen visited 
him and propounded questions to him ; but his answers 
were and could be no other than childish. He was, I be- 
lieve, only ten years old. The gentlemen told him the 
sheriff was to hang him the nest moraing, and asked him 
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wliat lie thought of it, wketlier he had made hia peace 
with G-od, and why te did not pray? Hisaoswerwas, 'I 
have been hung many a time,' He was, at the time, amus- 
ing himself with some mai-blea he had in his ceil. He was 
playing all the time in jail, never once thinking that 
death was soon to claim him as its yictim. To show how 
a child's mind ranges when about to die, I will mention 
that, when upon the scaffold, he begged to be permitted 
to pray, which was grant«d, and then he commenced to 
cry ! 0, what a horrible sight it was !" 

Now, was that act necessary? Was it Christian ? Was 
it humane? Was it not rather barbarous and cowardly? 
In our view, Christian missionaries need not go to the 
Sandwich Islands to find heathen customs and barbari- 
ties. Pagans would be ashamed of the above deed 1 I 
would abolish the gallows, then, not from a morbid sym- 
pathy for the criminal — not becanse we would screen 
him from punishment— nor because we disregard the 
security and welfare of society — but for other important 
reasons, which to us are good and sufficient;— some of 
which we will n 
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CHAPTER V. 
FmsT REASON FOR ABOLISHMENT. 

The first reason I would ofi'er for the aholiahment of 
the Death Penalty is, It is founded in a sptrif of retalia- 
tion. It IS a tnork of -eenffeance I 

We profess to be a Christian people. Retaliation and 
vengeance are inconsistent with Christianity. Lynch 
law aomettmes prevails in some portions of our country. 
A man commits a gross outrage, which esaspcvates the 
public mind, Vengeance! vengeance 1 is now the cry. 
The culprit ia seized, and either hung up and strangled, 
or tied to a stake and bnrned. Nothing but revenge will 
satisfy the enraged multitude. 

Now, in this act, yon perceive the spirit which first 
prompted the taking of human life for crime, and which 
does much towards sustaining the gallows at the present 
time. How many do we find in every community who 
advocate the existence of the Death Penalty on this very 
ground? " The miserable offender of the law," say they, 
'■has outraged society— he isn't fit to live — he has no 
claims on society for life — his brother's blood should be 
String him up, we say — string him up I " 
(51) 
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Bills for tlie abolishment of ihe Death Penalty have 
been rejected in the Legislatures ef New-York, Ponn- 
sylvania and Oliio, at different times, mainlj fj-om the 
inflaence of the argument drawn from what was called 
the justice of capital punishment. It was argned that 
"men who would murder ought to be killed ;"— they 
"deserved this puniahment ;" — "hanging was just good 
enough for them;" wliile the speakers actually ridiculed 
the "mock sympathy" that would institute a milder 
punishment for a man guilty of death. When a magis- 
trate of eminence, in couTeraatiou with Mr, Livingston 
the philanthropist, on this anhjeet, was driven from 
every other argument, he said very frankly, " I must 
confess that there is some little feeling of revenge at the 
bottom of my opinion on the subject." "If alS other 
reasoners," adds Mr, Livingston, " were equally candid, 
there would be less difficulty in establishing true doo- 
trines." " Passion first made revengeful laws, and re- 
venge ouoe incorporated with the system of justice, re- 
prodaced its own image, after passion had expired." 

When Colt was expected to be executed in New-York, 
some years since, and the people had assembled in thou- 
sands to witness the act, and it was found that a por- 
tion of the prisoa was on fire — a writer, describing the 

"The hearts of men were filled witii murder; they 
gloated over the thoughts of vengeance, and were rabid 
to witness a fellow- creature's agony. They complained 
loudly that he was not to be hung high enough for the 
crowd to see him. 'What a pity I' exclaimed a woman 
who stood near me, gazing at the burning tower; ' they 
will have to give him two hours more io liveP " 

And when a man,* who now lies in jail in this city, 

* Arrisoa, the Torpedo Murderer. 
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etargod with a diabolical murder, was taken and brouglit 
tere, both mea und women, even ladies — Christiaai ladiea, 
exclaimed, "Hang him 1 "—" String him up!" — "He 
deserves to have his neck stretched I" One lady — a most 
devout member of a most devout Church — went so far as 
to declare, in her wrath, that "ho should be tung by his 
toes, head downward, that he might die by inches I" 
the common metiod buing too merciful. 

Now, this is the spirit which prompts the work of 
death, but it is not the spirit of Christ. It is the spirit 
which nailed him to the cross, but not the spirit which 
dictated that more than mortal petition, '' Father, for gioe 
lliem, they know not what (hey do." 

I behold the Savior, as he went from place to place 
blessing the poor — healing the sick — raising up the 
bowed down — imparting hope to the sinner, and weep- 
ing over the frailties and sufferings of humanity ; htit no 
wJieredo I see him giving eojin/eiutnte tu an act of vengeance. 
On one occasion, when the Samaritans refused to receive 
him into their city, we read that his disciples said, 
" Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down 
from heaven and consume them, even as Eliaa did?" 
How were they exasperated I But what said Jesus, that 
calm, and mild, and blessed being? "Ha turned and re- 
buked them; and said, Yc know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of. For the Son of Man is not come to 

DESTROT hen's LIVES, BUT TO SAVE THEM." 

" As if he had said," remarks Dr. Adam Clarke, the 
Methodist commentator, in his paraphrase on this text, 
" To do not consider that the present is a dispensation 
of merra/ and love; and that the design of God is not to 
destroy sinners, but to give them space to repent, that he 
may save them unto life eternal. And ye, my disciples, 
do not eonsider that the zeal which you feel springs from 
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an evil principle wittin you. Let not the followers of 
that Christ who died for /tis enemies, thin/c of avenging 
themselves on the sinner." 

Now, these are reasonable and Christian words. The 
closing declaration is full of meaning. " Let not the 
followers of that Christ who died for his enemies, think of 
avenging themselves on the sinner." Did Christ CTer aTenge 
Liniseif on the sinner? Did he ever hang, or burn, or 

kill? 

" Artists onee loved to paint the Savior in the lowly 
toil of lowly men; hie garments covered with the dost 
of common life ; iia soul sullied hj no pollution. But 
paiflt him to your fancy as an ca^CKhbmej'—legally killing 
a man; the halter in his hands, leading Judas to the 
scaffold for high treason I You see the relation which 
BTich an act hears to Christianity." You perceive that 
in Christ it would not be Christian. And if not Chris- 
tian in hvm, how can it be in yov. and I, who hold up the 
hands of the sheriff when he destroys the life of a fellow- 
creature? 

No, my reader, the true Christian can never avenge 
himself on the sinner. And yet, how general, liow uni- 
versal, has been the work of vengeance by the Church, 
Look at the slaughter of the inquisition ;~the millions 
slain by order of the Romish Chnrch I Our law for kill- 
ing is said to be humane; for while it demands the life 
of the offender, it requires that he be executed in the 
quickest possible manner, and in the way that shall pro- 
duce the least pain. But it was not thus with onv fa- 
thers; not thus with the old Church when it was actuated 
only by revenge. As we have seen, our fathers not only 
killed, but they tortured, in a manner the most diabolical ; 
by burning— by the rack — by pulling out toe and finger 
nails, unjoin ting the limbs — flaying alive, &c., &e. 
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Christian writers liave detailed a long list of modes of 
killing, as perpetrated hy the Chuvcli, and which wei-e 
resorted to only to wreak vengeance on the poor Tietim, 
by producing the greatest possible suffering. Amongst 
tliese, may be mentioned the following: " Crucifixion — 
burning — roasting— hanging by the leg or rib — starving 
— sawing asunder — exposing to wiSd-beasts — rending 
asunder by horses drawn opposite ways — burying alive 
— blowing from the mouth of a cannon — compulsory de- 
privation of sleep — rolling in a barrel stuck with nails — 
pressing slowly to death by a weight laid on the breast — 
casting headlong from a rock — tearing out the bowels, 
or the heart — pulling to pieces with red-hot pincers — 
stretching on the rack — breaking on the wlieel — squeez- 
ing the marrow from the bones by screws or wedges," 
&c., &e. 

Now, is all that Christian? Is it not rather diabolical? 
And when men have been put to death from this re- 
vengeful, this hellish, spirit, have they not been murdered? 
What is murder? It is to kill with malice prepense or 
aforetJwuffht. It matters not whether one man or ten 
ikomand commit the deed ; if we destroy human life with 
prem^itated venffeance, we murder. Every man, there- 
fore, who says, " String him ■ up " — "Crucify him" — 
" Stretch his neck "—" He deserves to be killed," etc., 
etc, has the spirit of murder in bis soul, which is un- 
christian, and should never be cherished. I again say. 
The gallows is sustained by this spirit, and should 
therefore be abolished, for we profess to be Christians, 
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SECOND REASON FOR ABOLISHMENT. 



Another reason why I labor for the abolishment of the 
gallows, is, that so long as men ave eseeut«d in the State 
of which I am a citiaen, / feel that as a citizen, I with 
others, am responsible for the act; a sort of particeps cvimi- 
nil — "accessory before the fact." 

" Thou shalt not kill," is one of the Ten great 
commandmenta of the Decalogue. When I listen, it 
comes as the voice of G-ocI, the Great Fountain of all 
Life, to my soul. " Thou shalt not kill." These words 
I learned to repeat by heart, when a little child at Sab- 
bath School. "To destroy human life," said my pious 
teacher, "is the most dreadfully wicked act that was e^er 
committed I" So said my minister; and so said all his 
Church. 

And yet, my Sabbath School teacher, my minister, and 
all his Church, would themselves kill; — not as individuals, 
but as citizens of the State — and ot w th the r own 
hands, hut through the instra let tal tj of tl 1 j nc n. 

I look around in society and I find tl t e y much 
the same instruction is giv a!! bb h S hools 

(56) 
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and Churches, concerning the sixth commandment, aa 
when I was a child, whilst the same disposition is mani- 
fested, on the part of the people, to TJolate its require- 
ments. Our Christian fathers and mothers, lawyers, 
doctors and divines, still say it is very wicked Ij) kill ; 
and yet, each of our thirty-one States, with the few ex- 
ceptions I have stated in the preceding pages, Lave en- 
acted laws which absolutely require the death of men, 
women and children, when guilty of certain offenses. 
Tea, even itimiocent, the same demand is made, provided 
the trihuual before which they are tried, believes them to 
he guilty, and they have no means of establishing their 



Now, for one, I desire not to participate in any such 
responsibility. A few years since, suspicion was fastened 
upon a respectable yoi\ng man, by the name of Boying- 
ton, in Louisiana, of having murdered a fellow-lodger at 
a tavern. He was tried, found guilty, and condemned to 
death. His letters to his parents from his prison were 
most touching — and always to the purpose that he knew 
nothing of the crime for which he. was condemned. 

When placed on the gallows, he made an able and 
most moving vindication of himself; again protesting, in 
the name of God, that innocence which his fellow-men 
refused to believe. He said he could not die for such a 
crime, when he was no more guilty than any man in the 
vast crowd before him. But when informed that he 
mtiSt suffer — that there was no help for Mm — he broke 
wildly loose from those by whom he was surrounded on 
the scaffold, and rushed in among the multitude, in the 
most piteous manner crying, in the name of God, for 
help, and repeating the assm'ance, with the most dread- 
ful ahi'ieks, that he was innocent. He was soon again se- 
cured by the sheriff, dragged back to the scaffold, and in 
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the midst of tte most awM cries, and heart-rending 
calls for mercy, launched into eternity. 

What followed?— A few months after tLis terrihle 
scene, the tavern-keeper, on Lis death-bed, confessed his 
own guilt, and proved the innocence of young Boyingion ! 

But now it was too late. Tlie die had been cast. The 
innocent Tiotim waa slain. His life could not be re- 
stored. His poor, heart-broken mother mourned over 
the event a few weeks, and was laid in the grave beside 
her unfortunate son. 

Now permit me to inq^uire of my reader : " Who killed 
that young man?" "Who killed him?" jou respond: 
"Why the sheriff, the hangman." No, my friend, you 
mistake. The hangman acted simply as an instrnment 
of the government. "Ah, yes," say you, " I see how it 
is, the government killed him. The government made the 
law declaring that he should be killed; described hoio 
he should be killed, and who should be used as an in- 
strument in the work of death. Then the government 
strangled the man, simply using the hands of the sheriff 
to adjust the knot— place the rope — draw down the cap, 

and ■ let him swing." Just so. But then there is 

another question behind all this, in which you and / 
should have been specially interested if we had been cit- 
izens of Louisiana at that time, viz; WJio, or what, comli- 
ttites the government of a Slate? " Who, or what, consti- 
tutes the government," you aak. Yes. Suppose you 
desire to find the government of the State of which you 
are a citizen, where would you seek for it? " Why," say 
you, " I should seek it at the oapitol of the State, if the 
Legislature was in session." But would you find it 
there? Suppose you should enter the Sen ate -chamber 
of your State, seat yourself by the side of some leading 
politieian, and tell him your errand. "VViiat reply do you 
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think lie would make, if an honest and intelligent man? 
1 will tell yon. " My dear sir, yon liave come to the 
■wrong place to find the gOTernment of our State. We 
are merely ' the servants of the people.' "We never do 
anything without 'feeling the puhlic pulse.' The wishes 
of our constituents, when fully known, are ' law and 
gospel' with us. Ton perceive, therefore, that it is not 
we wto govern the State, hut the Slate that governs us !" 
If you should enter the private room of your governor, 
and counsel him, the same answer would be returned, if 
the truth were uttered. "Go home to the people !" h% 
would exclaim, "if you wish to find the government of our 
State. They place us in these offices — direct us what to 
do, and we are particularly careful to see that thdr will 
is respected, when once fully known, especially when we 
are made to realiae that they are deleiinhied and in earnest'' 
The people, then, are the government of the State- 
They are responsible for its laws and institutions, while 
ihe officers of government are only responsible for the 
n of the laws. 

ff, that when the unfortunate young man, 
Boyington, mentioned above, was forced upon the gal- 
lows a second time, to be strangled, all the time terribly 
oonacious of hia own innocence, you and I had been pres- 
ent amid the swaying throng as witnesses of the awful 
spectacle. When we heard him declaring, in the moat 
heart-rending accents, his innocence — appealing to the 
multitude for mercy, saying, " Oh, spare me ; for the love 
of God and my poor mother, spare mel I am not fit to die! 
I am innocent I" — when we saw and beard all this, I 
repeat, ahould we not have felt that we were partkijiatora 
inthia act; and if the poor man was innocent, our hands 
were not clean of the awful crime of his murder. Sup- 
pose ho should have pointed to individuals then present 
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and have said, " Sir,!/OM kill me, and you, andyow; — yoii, 
and such as you are tte State ;— you have instituted, and 
you sustain tte law wliicli requires tliat I should be 
killed; — you sanction this work; you pay the court for 
condemning, and these men for strangling me I" If he 
had made such an appeal, would not every word of it 
Lave been true ? 

All the more humane and Christian of the multitude 
migbt have declared, " We have no sympathy for the 
gallows — we have no desire for your deatli. If mir pray- 
ers could be answered, you would be spared; — we wash 
our hands clean of this act." But would this declaration 
have changed the responsibility from them to others, in- 
asmuch as they were still citizens of the State, and paid 
their money and lent their influence, in making its laws 
and maintaining its institutions? 

Now, for my own part, I do not wish to occupy a posi- 
tion like this. If a man should murder my own child, 
or the dearest friend I have on earth, if once fairly se- 
cured in prison, I would never consent to his deaths 
To kill him would only be imitating his own wicked ex- 
ample. It would be of no advantage to me. It would 
not restore life to my child or friend. It could not ben- 
efit the culprit. It would be simply a work of vengeance, 
which the religion I profess utterly forbids. I say again, 
I could not, therefore, consent to his death. And yet, 
as a citizen of the State, I am made, even against my 
own will, to share tie responsibilities of every legalized 
murder the State commits. A large majority of the most 
order-loving and Christian portion of the people of 
Ohio and other States, are unquestionably opposed to 
the Death Penalty. Their humanity rises up against it. 
And yet, so long as this law remains on our statute 
booka, and men are executed, so long will these tbou- 
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aanda he under the necessity of participating in the act, 
and feel responsible for its results. 

Another consideration. If an assassin should enter 
my dwelling at midnight, with the intent to murder, but 
should miss his aim, and I should succeed in securing 
him hand and foot with strong cords, I should feel that 
I had no right to proceed and deliberately beat out his 
brains, e^en if I possessed a desire to commit so daaUrd 
an act. He is secure. He can do me no further injury; 
and if I should kill him under such circumstances, the 
State would eall it murder, and hold mo responsible for 
the deed, declaring that I had vo aiithonli/ to deprive 
him of life, when he was once secure And this is true. 
But then the State would take this same man, and though 
possessed of means to hold him far more securely than 
I, would go to work, and after weeks or mouths of prepa- 
ration, commit the very deed which, if perpetrated by me, 
as an individual, it pronounces murder. Now, an im-. 
portant and very interesting question arises, viz; Whence 
derives ths Slate its authority for this deed f Many good 
and wise mou have argued, and not without reason, that 
it has no authority. Look at the subject a moment. 
Who constitute the State ? Answer : Its citizens, irre- 
spective of aumbers, whether ten persons, ten hundred, 
or ten hundred thousand. Well, it is plain that they can 
possess no authority in their associated capacity as a 
State, hut such as is derived from themseives as individuals. 
The State cannot say, I have a right to kill because I wm 
the Stale, or because I have tiie power ; it can only say, I 
have a right to kill beoauae the citizens which const! 
tute this body have delegated this authority to me. This 
being admitted, then, we aak, can any individual dele- 
gate to another or othera a right which he himself does 
wtposiess? Reader, you are a citizen of some State, and. 
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re, a constituent membei of the bodj-politie. 
Yon grant, as aa individual, you tave no rigtt to beat 
out the brains of an assassiQ, whom you have seourelj 
bound. Now, can you confer this right upon another 
man, or ten other men, when you do not yourself possess 
it? Ton answer, that the authority is derived from the 
compact, in which the citizens of the State have mutually 
agreed to surreudev life under certain circumstances. But 
here the same question returns upon us, Can a man enter 
any compact by which he can confer upon others author- 
ity which he does not himself possess? 

God has given me life, I hope I am grateful for this 
blessing — but Ae has given nie no control over my life. I 
hold it under him. I have no authority to destroy my 
existence or barter it away. I cannot commit suicide ; 
I cannot sell my life, or dispose of ray existence in any 
poaaible manner, for God has given me no such authority, 
hMt posltivdy fm-hidden. it. Now, as I have no right to 
(Hspose of my existence, can I, by entering a compact, 
delegate to others this right? 

There is a provision in law, that no man shall barn 
his own buildings ; and, can he authorize another to 
burn his buildings when he has no such right himself? 
The law of God declares, " Thou shalt not steal." Can 
any man who has no right to steal, delegate this right to 
another? No. All cau see, then, that we have no power 
t<i give to another or others anything which we ourselves 
do act possess. 

Now, then, suppose that ten men, or an hundred, con- 
stitute a colony on some island, or in some new territory, 
and they assemble to digest and adopt laws by which 
they are to be governed in their intercourse one with 
another. Have they any right to enter a compact by 
which they barter away, or shall forfeit their iives? If 
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I were one of this oompact, oouM I say to others, " Gen- 
tlemen, if I do certain things, or leave undone certain 
things, I will give you my existence ? Ton shall he at 
liberty, and have the right to, strangle the life out of me? 
And if either of you are, in like manner, guilty, I shall 
claim the same right to strangle yoii?" To my mind it 
is very plain, that if I entered siich a league, I should as 
really transcend any authority that I possess, as I should 
to burn my own buildings, or kill the assassin whom I 
had safely secured. 

Says Mr. Rantoul,* " A man holds his life as a tenant 
at will — not, indeed, of sociefi/, who did not and cannot 
give it, or renew it, and have, therefore, no right to take 
it away — but of that Almighty Being whose gift life is, 
to whom it belongs, and who alone has a right to reclaim 
his gift wheneyec it shall seem good in his sight. A man 
may not surrender up his life till he is called for. May 
he, then, make a contract with his neighbor that in such 
and snob case his neighbor shall kill him ? Such a con- 
tract, if executed, would involve the one party in the 
guilt of suicide, and the oilier in tlui guilt of murder. 

" If a man may not say to his next neighbor, ' When 
I have burned your house in the night time, or wrested 
your purse from you on the high-way, or broken into 
your house in the night, with an iron crow, to take a 
morsel of meat for my starving child, do you seize me, 
shut me up a few weeks, and then bring me out and 
strangle me; and in like case, if your turn comes first, I 
will serve you in the same way' — if I could not make 
this agreement with one of my neighbors, would such an 
agreement between ten, of us he any more valid or justifi- 
able? No, Nor if the number were a hundred instead 

* Ah ctninsut Boston lawyer, who has Inbored itith mucli indusliy for 
years in the cnnse of humanity. No man has aeoomptisheii more In the 
BotMoingof the penalcodes of ths New-England States than Mr.Bantoul. 
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of ten — or a thousand— or twenty milliona, who should 
form this infernal compact, would this increase of the 
uumher of partners vary one hair's hreadth the moral 
character of the transaction ? If this execution of the 
contract he not murder on the one side, and suicide on 
the other, what precise number of peraons must engage 
in it, iu order that what was criminal hefore may become 
innocent, not to say virtuous? And upon what hitherto 
xinheard-of principles of morality is an act of murder in 
an individual, or a small wrporalxon, converted into an 
act oi justice whenever another subscriber has joined the 
association for mutual sacrifice ? It is a familiar fact in 
the history of mankind, that great coi-porations will do, 
and glory in, what the very individuals composing them 
would shrink from or blush at. But how can the division 
of the responsibility transform vice into virtue, or dimin- 
ish the amount of any given crime ? " 

There is both truth and reason iu the foregoing. If it 
is morally wrong for one man to steal, it is moiiUy 
wrong for ten— twenty — fifty — a hundred — oi a hundied 
millions, to steal. If it is morally wrong for one man to 
take hurnan life, when the culprit is securely bound, it 
is morally wrong for ten, twenty, fifty, a hundied oi a 
hundred millions, to commit the act. I, therefire feel 
that as a citizen, I should use my infiueace to abolish a 
law which I fully believe is not valid, and for which I 
feel that I should not be held responsible, and ^et must 
be, so long as it remains. 

Mr. Eantoul says that "great corporations will do and 
glory in, what the very individuals composing them 
would shrink from or blush at." This is true. Let me 
secure the assassia with manacles and cords, and chain 
him to a post so that he can not move, hand or foot; 
and though he had murdered my wife and children, I 
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should blush and be ashamed to cut his throat, or heat 
out his hrains, or strangle him with a halter, now that he 
is secure and helpless,* Indeed, it would he a murder- 
ous and dastardly aet. For no consideration would I 
thus become an eseontioner. And should I ask another 
to do an act for me which I would shrink from do- 
ing myself with the utmost horror ? Acd this is what 
I demand of the State when I ask the State to sustain 
the gallows. It is what the State consents to do, when it 
places upon its statute hooks the Death Penalty. It be- 
comes the executionei- of those who are securely bound 
or imprisoned, and for whose further depredations it can 
have no fears. Thus will great corporations do, and glory 
in, what the very individuals composing them would 
shrink from or blush at. 

In concluding this chapter, I would remark that some 
may say that the Bible affords authority for killing, and 
refer aa to " Moses and the Prophets," In reply, I an- 
swer, that it was Moses and the Prophets who authorized 
our fathers to burn the witches, execute for profanity, 
strangle their children for disobedience, and hang for 
stealing forty shillings. But was this authority valid ? 
And if so, why is it not still in vogue? Suppose Moses 
gave this authority to a particular people, existing under 

* Dc. Bush says : " The power ever haman life ia Iha sola pieiogaiive 
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of his felloir imder amy dretanttanees. Manj good men have advocated 
the same doctrine. It is EOO my des^ to diaouss it in this Berk, as it is 
not neoeBaarj; but I wish Blmplj to say that, though every las-iifeeU that 
tbepowEr of life and death is alone in the bauds of God, he olsD/eeZs that 
self -praaervation ie the first law of hia nature, and that if an assaasin were 
cntting hia throat, or murdering liis wife and cliildren, he wonid be re- 
oreant to the duly which be owea to himself and hia family, if he did not 
protect them to the utmost of bia power, even to the saeiifioe of the 
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peculiar eiroumstanoes, in a dark and rude state of soci- 
sty, can we claim the same authority from the same 

We live under the influence of a "new and better cov- 
eaant." We are not heathen nor Hebrews, but Chris- 
tians. Show me a single declaration or act of Christ or 
hia apostles that sanctions the gallows — or burning — be- 
heading — strangling — the rack — the wheel, or the taking 
of human life in arty form,, or fcrr any crime, and I will 
yield the argument. But till then, jou must not con- 
demn me if I love the spirit and commands of my Mas- 
ter more than the inhumanity and barbarity of a darker 
age. 

More on this point when we come to consider the 
scriptural argument for the gallows. 
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THIEB KEiSOS POR A150LISHMENT. 



One of the most pressing and cogent reasons with me 
for the abolishment of the Death Penalty, is the fact 
that^ long as if remains on our statute hooJcs, and is en- 
forced, the INNOCENT are liable to he piit to death as well 
as the gwll^. 

The great and good Lafayette siud, " I shall ask for 
the aholiahmeat of the Penalty of Death, until I have tte 
infallihility of human judgment demonstrated to mc." 
And he said this because of the awful scenes he had wit- 
ttessed in consequence of the eseoutlon of the innocent. 
" The punishment of Death has always inspired me ■with 
feelings of horror," he eselaimed, "since the execrable 
use made of it during the former revolution." During 
that revolution, the innocent and the guilty were made 
to pour out their blood upon the block indiscriminately. 
" Oh. ! spare me ; for before God I proclaim my iuao- 
cenee I " — " "With the voice of a dying mortal I solomnly 
declare that I am guiltless 1" were protestations for 
(67) 
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which the guillotine tarried not in its work of death. 
Neither has the gallows in Europe and America. In 
England more than 10,000 men and women have been 
eseeuted who protested roost sacredly, with their last 
breath, that they had no knowledge of the crimes for 
which they were about to suffer. And, in the United 
States, the number is rising three hundred. 

It is true, that eyen the dying testimony of men is 
not always to he credited ; but, out of so many, is it not 
altogether probable a large number uttered the truth? 
Some of them— indeed, a majority — were entitled to 
credit, for they had become hopeful converts to the 
Christian religion — were "changed from nature to 
grace" — fitted for the immortal spheres, and were espect- 
ing a world of glory on passing away from this world of 
sin, So said their spiritual advisers, and so said the 
Christian Church generally. Hence I repeat, they were 
entitled to credit among Christians. But they were ruA 
credited. On the contrary, every one of them was stran- 
gled; — yes, strangled by the hands of Christians, in ihe 
very midst of their proleala/ions of innocence ! 

Now, as I view the subject, to kill a human being for 
a crime of which he is innocent, is one of the most un- 
just and dreadful deeds that can be perpetrated. He is 
made to suffer an evil which it is impossible to remedy. 
We can restore properi^, and liherty, and even character, 
to the innocent, but we can never restore life. A few 
years ago, a man in the western part of Massachusetts 
was convicted of burning a barn, on the positive evidence 
of a neighbor, and was sentenced to the State prison for six 
years. But when three years had passed, the very man 
on whose testimony he was convicted, when on his death 
bed, confessed his own guilt in the crime ; and thus was 
the innocent man restored to liberty, and to his disoon- 
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An Innocent Man preparing for Execration — Page 69, 
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Bolate and wrotehed family, wlio liad been deprived of 
Lis presence and assistance during these long and pain- 
ful months and years* But thoiigh he was restored, 
how eoTild that world of mortifleation, and anxiety, and 
suffering, which he and his family had experienced, be 
lestored ? 

Now, this was sufficiently unjust and dreadful, but it is 
as nothing — or as the mere "dust in the balance" — when 
compared with the evil perpetrated in executing the in- 
nocent. Here, iioiking can he done to remedy the evil. The 
poor victim has gone into eternity. It is now too late. 
Think of the long days and nights of suffering of the 
doomed man, when in prison awaiting his trial ; of his 
agony, when the awful word "guilty" is pronounced, 
and his sentence passed. Think of the days and weeks 
of wretchedness which follow; — of his sou! on Are with 
the conviction of his own innocence, when the world will 
not credit hia protestations. Think of his grief when 
the awful thought comes to his soul, that hia own 
parents, hia wife, his darling children, will always believe 
him a felon ; and must always suffer the disgrace that 
will attach to his memory. Think of his agony as his 
day of doom approacLea, and he takes hia last farewell 
of wife and children. He is innocent, but no man be- 
lieves it, and he has no means of proving it. He stands 
upon the gallows, and still protests his innocence, but in 
vain. For weeks and months he baa lived on the hope 
that a just God would not desert him; that in his Provi- 
dence the truth would be revealed, and hia innocence 
proved. But now he is in despair. The fatal noose is 

* The Siate, feeling the injustice it liad thus intliotsd on ona of ila 
citiisDS, Ijy three jeare' false imprisonment, made an effort — a very uxak 
effort it was — to eompenaatsbim for his labor while in prison. The Lcg- 
islature ma^nttnimoualj Toled ths atipemi of S30U, aa an eqaivalent fur 
three years' oontinsmeat and bard labor. And this ttna all. 
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fixed; tte minister haa commended him to God, and 
prayed that He will have mercy on his soul, when he 
feels no mercy; — the cap ia drawn down, and the hang- 
roan 18 ready to strike the hlow that will send him into 
eternity, and yet there is no one to testify to his inno- 
cence. He mvst die, and die a felon 1 There is no hope I 
0-reat God ! what must he the agony of a sensitive soul, 
conscious of its own purity, under such circumstances ! 
I'or what would the reader take his place? 

The drop falls ! The man dies — dies a murderer. 
His body is given over for dissection. A knowledge of 
his execution is heralded to the wide world. But the 
next month, or week — nay, it may he the next Jww, (as 
has many times occurred,) the facts in the case are re- 
vealed, and the truth of the poor man's protestations 
verified. But it is now too late — TOO late ! Who can 
bring back the life — or even restore the 6orfy, for a de- 
cent. Christian burial? Who can heal the wounds of 
that broken-hearted widow, or father, or mother ; or give 
an equivalent for the long days, and weeks, and months, 
of agonized suffering, on the part of the children? Oh, 
all this is MTeparafife. 

And yet, the supporters of the gallows will turn away 
from this argument, with a mere word, as if the whole 
matter were of hut little or no consequence. Says a 
minister of the "true Church," "When an innocent man 
suffers, all that can be said is, that Providence has seen 
fit to take away, by painful esit, one whom a few more 
years would have necessarily carried to the tomb." Yea, 
and he should have added, " The poor wretch should 
submit to the mandate of Heaven, wiihout a ]}a/n,g or a 



Now, is not that cool? Is it not heartless? ^^ All thai 
■an he said!" Indeed; suppose that the case were Ms 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



IRBEMEDI ABILITY. 71 

ow», or that of his son or daughter, would he dispose of 
it in this calm and philosophic manner ? Would he not 
find utterance for other words ? And does not that re- 
ligion which he professes teach him that every maa is his 
brother, and that he should feel the same interest in the 
unjust sufferings of others that he does in his owa? Did 
not Jesua forget his own trials and weep alone for othera? 
And yet here is a Christian minister, high in an evan- 
gelical Church, who can dismiss this great question of 
inhumanity and injustice with the cold answer, that if 
the innocent victim is doomed to be hung he must make 
the best of it; he would have died in a few years anyhow. 
Lafayette was right when he said that he would oppose 
the Death Penalty until the infallihility of human judg- 
ment was demunstrated. The writer of these pages has 
made this a principle of action for years. It is his motto 
Htill. Society had better permit a score of felons to go 
clear, than to put to death one innocent fellow-creature. 
For, at best, the murderer cannot escape 
The mark of Cain is upon him. " Vengea' 
will repay, saith the Lord." " Though hand join in hand, 
the wicked shall not be unpunished." Man is fallible, 
but God cannot err. Human tribunals are 
with only human wisdom, and though governed by 
tives the most sincere, have often misjudged. Even 
when the evidence has been positive and to the point, 
they have, in numeroiis instances, been deceived, and 
convicted and put to death the innocent. Many eases 
of this kind have taken place, both in this couatry and 
in Europe, a few of which we relate. 

EXECUTION OF AN INNOCENT MAN IN INDIANA. 

Several years ago, a man residing about seventy miles 
from Cincinnati, died by poisoning, and suspicions rest- 
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ing on a near neighbor and aoquiantance, he w 
and hnought to trial. The wife of the deceased made 
positive oath that tlie prisoner at the har was at her house 
previous to tie sickness of her husband, and administered 
the poison in a cup of coffee, as she had reason to believe. 
It was also proven that the prisoner purchased poison in 
Cincinnati about that time, of the description found in 
the stomach of the deceased. Thus was eonvictioji of the 
man's guilt fixed in the minds of the jury. In his de- 
fence, the prisoner admitted that he had purchased the 
poison, but declared that he had purchased it for the 
woman who swore against him, and who said, when she 
sent for it, that she wanted to employ it to exterminate 
rats ; — that he gave it into her hand on his return from 
Cincinnati, and was utterly ignorant of when or how it 
was administered to her husband. . This story, however, 
availed nothing with the jury. The woman was a religious 
woman, and her story was entitled to credit. The man 
was accordingly convicted, sentenced and hung. But he 
always protested h s nnocence to tte hour of his death, 
A. few yea s i assed and the guilty woman confessed, not 
long 1 efo e he de h, that she was tho guilty wretch, 
and declared that the State had executed an innocent 
man — o e who was utterly ignorant of the circumstan- 
ces ot the murder. What injustice was here I And yet 
the court and jury sinned ignorantly. The State was in 
fault, for by sanctioning the Death Penalty it had wan- 
tonly thrown away the power to atone for the grievous 
wrong. If the man had been put to work in the State 
prison, ho could have been discharged when the facts 
came out; — the State could have compensated him for his 
services, and done what was in its power to make full 
reparation for the wrong committed. 

The following is another instance, somewhat similai: 
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EXECUTION OF A POOR GEHMAN F 



A. few years ago, a pooi- Oerman came to New- York, 
and took lodgings wliere lie was allowed to do liU cook- 
ing in tbe same room with the family. The hushand and 
wife lived in a perpetual quarrel One day the Grerman 
came into tie kitchen, with a clasp-knife and a pan of 
potatoes, and commenced to pare them for his dinner. 
The quarrelsome couple were in a more violent alter- 
cation than usual; hut he sat with his back towards 
them, and, being ignorant of their language, felt in no 
danger of being involved in their disputes. B«t the 
woman, with a sudden and unexpected movement, 
snatched the knife from his hand, and plunged it into 
her hnsband's heart. She had sufficient presence of 
mind to rush into the street and scream murder. The 
poor foreigner, in the meanwhile, seeing the wounded 
man reel, sprang forward to catch him in his arms, and 
drew out the knife. People from the street crowded in, 
and found him with the dying man in his arms, the knife 
in his hand, and blood upon his clothes. The wicked 
woman swore, in her most positive terms, that he had 
been fighting with her husband, and had stabbed him 
with a knife he always carried. The unfortunate G-er- 
man knew too little of English to understand her aecusa^ 
tion, or to tell his own story. He was dragged off to 
prison, and the true state of the case was made known 
through an intei'preter, but it was not believed. Cir^ 
cumstantial evidence was osceediugly strong against the 
accused, and the real criminal swore that she saw him 
commit the murder. He was executed, notwithstanding 
the most persevering efforts of his lawyer, John Anthon, 
Esq., whose convictions of the man's innocence were so 
painfully strong that, from that day to this, he has refused 
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to have any conned ion with a capital case. Some years af- 
ter this tragic event the woman died, and, on her death- 
bed, confessed her agency in the diabolical ti'ansaotioa ; 
hot her poor victim could receive no benefit from this 
tardy ropantance. 

We could relate many accounts of this description, 
where the evidence was positive, had we space. A few 
must suffice. 

EXECUTION OP AN INNOCENT YOUNG GIBL IN ENGLAND. 

In the " Old Bailey (London') Trials ot the last cen 
tury, there is an nooount of the tonvietion and ex 
ecation of a youa^ girl jf leventeen for stealing a 
roll of ribbon, worlh thtee shillings But one witness 
appeared against her viz the shop man The prison 
er came into my ship siid he and bought some iib 
bon. I saw her S(,crete this piece also I personally 
knew her, and was on the mof-t fiiendly and 'Sociable 
terms with her. When she lett the ship I acct m panic d 
her, and offered Iiai my ai m which ihe ac epted Wt, 
chatted together. As we reached the corner of a stieet 
leading to the Bow street office, I turned toward it. She 
said she was going in another direction, and bade me 
good morning. I said to her, 'No! you are going with 
mc! I saw you steal a piece of my ribbont' She imme- 
diately implored me for God's sake to overlook it, and 
restored to me the article. I said to her that I had lost 
many things in this way, and was resolved to make her 
an example — that I was determined to have Tier life!" 

How heartless the testimony of this cold-blooded 
wretch. He accomplished his designs. His testimony 
\VB& positive. The court and jury believed his story, con- 
victed the girl and hung hm: And yet the subsequent 
confession of the shop-man revealed the innocence of 
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the girl, and the enormity of his own sin, in taking thia 
method to hide the fruits of an illicit intercourse with 
the girl. 

From the relation of such facts, the reader will not 
only come to realize the injustice liable to fall upon the 
most innocent at any moment, bat he will also discover 
how little implicit credit is to be placed upon even the 
moat positive testimony. It is often said, even by those 
who sustain tho Death Penalty, that a man should never 
be convicted and hung on circitjnstantial evidence, be- 
cause of its uncertainty. But we see in all the cases 
above presented, tiis,t positive testimony is equally uncer- 
tain. The witnesses may be personally interested, and 
swear falsely to shelter themselves. Does not the reader 
see that so long as human tribunals are fallible, that they 
may err, even when most certain that they are correct 
in the judgment rendered. The following is another in- 
stance of the same description; 

AN INNOCENT MAN HUNG IN ENGLAND FOR ROBBERY. 

A lobber in England knocked a traveler from his 
horse, stabbed him, and took his pocket-book. It was 
in a turn in the road, and he was hidden by the bushes. 
He had no sooner accomplished his work than he heard 
i;n other traveler approaching; but he had injured his 
aoele and could not escape. He, therefore, secreted 
himself near the place of the murder. The traveler came 
up, saw the dying man with the dirk still in hia breast. 
He sprang from his horse, drew out the dirk, and did 
all in his power to staunch the wound, but in vain. Just 
at that moment other travelers appeared, and the robber, 
thinking that he would be discovered, came boldly from 
his hiding-place, and upon hia testimony the innocent 
md, to his own astonishment, on his 
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peraoa was found ihe pocket-book of the nmrdered man, 
Tho real thief had slipped it, un perceived, into hia 
pocket, at a moment when all eyes were turned in an- 
other direction. The prisoner protested, in the most 
positive manner, his innocence ; but there were the posi- 
tive testimony of the witness, the bloody dirk in his 
hand, as seen by other witnesses, the pocket-book of 
the murdered man found on his person, and, besides all 
this, it waa shown that he and the deceased were ene- 
mies. He was, therefore, convicted, sentenced aud hung. 
In a few months the real murderer was convicted of an- 
other crime, aud when on the gallows confessed the facts 
as above related. 

Again, dTctmsttmHal evidence sometimes appears 
equivalent to positive and certain proof, it is so linked 
and woven together, and yet there may be no proof in it. 
Consider the following eases: 



; CHAEGED WITH THE MURDER OF HIS 
SERVANT. 

A gentleman was tried in Dublin on the 24th of May, 
1728, charged with the murder of his maid-servant. An 
opposite neighbor saw him admitted into his house about 
ten at night, by his servant, who opened the door, hold- 
ing in her hand a lighted candle in a brazen candlestick. 
Not long after, the gentleman made an alarm, exclaim- 
ing that his servant was murdered. The woman was 
found a corpse in the kitchen, her head fractured, her 
neck wounded so as to divide the jugular vein, and her 
dress steeped in blood. On farther search, the inquirer 
discovered that the prisoner had on a clean shirt, while 
one freshly stained with blood, and ascertained to be his, 
was discovered in the recess of a cupboard ; whore also 
was found a silver goblet, bearing the marks of a bloody 
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thumb and linger. The prisoner fainted on being shown 
the shirt. He was oxocuted. 

Hia defense, on trial, was, tkat the maid-seryant admit- 
ted him, as sworn, and went to the kitchen; that he had 
occasion to call her, hut not hoing answered, went and 
found her lying on the floor; not knowing her to be 
dead, and being a surgeon, he proceeded to open a yein 
in her neok ; in moving the body, the blood stained his 
hands and shirt sleeves. He then thought it best to 
make an alarm for assistance, but being afraid of the ef- 
fect which his appearance might produce, he changed his 
linen, and displaced tho silver cnp in order to put his 
bloody shirt out of sight. 

This story was deemed incredible. Several years after, 
a dying penitent confessed to a priest, that he was con- 
cealed in the gentleman's house for the purpose of rob- 
bing it, at the moment of the gentleman's return; that 
hearing him enter, he resolved to escape ; that the wo- 
man saw, and attempted to detain him; that he, fearing 
detection, knocked her down with the candlestick she 
had in her hand, and fled, unnoticed, from the premises. 
The following case, from a London paper, furnishes 
the strongest arguments to the friends of abolition of 
Capital Punishment. At the Surrey Sessions, Mr. Char- 
noch, who was engaged to defend a prisoner on circum- 
stantial evidenoe, said such evidence was always danger- 
ous to conviction, and cited the following illustration : 

EXECUTION OP A ffAHMEB. EOR THE MUEDEK OF HIS MIEOE. 

A farmer who was left executor and guardian, was in- 
dieted for the wilful murder of his niece, A serious 
quarrel took place between them, and the farmer was 
heard to say, that his nieeo would not live to enjoy her 
property. Soon after, she was missed. Rumors were 
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quickly Bpread that ste was murdered by her guardian. 
On beiiig apprehended, blood was found upon his clothes. 
The judge was persuaded to postpone the trial, and the 
most atrennous exertions were made to And the niece, bnt 
in vain. The prisoner, to save his life, resorted to a 
step which procured Ms condemnation and execution 
within forty-eight hours after his trial. A young lady 
was produced, exactly resembling the supposed murder- 
ed female. Her height, ^e and complexion and voice 
were so similar, that the witnesses swore to the identity. 
An intimation was given that the female was not the 
nioee. By skilful cross-examination, the artifice was 
detected, and the unfortunate man was hung. The un- 
Jiappy convict declared hie innocence, hut was rebuked 
by the clergyman for his hardihood. 

In two years after, the niece made her appearance, and 
claimed the property. It appeared that, the day after 
the fatal quarrel, she had eloped with a stranger to whom 
she was attached, and she had not been heard of till her 
unexpected return, and that, by mere accident, she had 
heard of her uncle's execution.* 

To show, still further, the fallibility of human judg- 
ment, we would state, that when tribunals have hung, 
even on the confesdcm of the parties, they have sometimes 
erred. The confession, a false one, may have been extract- 
ed from the prisoner by hope of reward or pardon. How 
many thousands, in olden times, confessed to anything 
suggested by the blood-thirsty priests, in order to save 
themselves from the horrid tortures of the inquisition. 

CONFESSION OP AN INNOCENT MAN IN ENGLAND. 

Some years ago, the London Morning Herald con- 
tained the account of a man who confessed his guilt of a 
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certain crime. " C iron instances transpired, ■which, not- 
withstanding his confession, led many to doubt his guilt. 
He at length admitted that he had made up hia mind to 
suffer the punishment, in order to claim, upon conviction, 
a reward wliicli had been offered, and hand it to his 
starving wife and children." 

Here the wretthed man coufe sed whe he was inno- 
cent. But all can see h a n ot ts t wa the hope of a 
reward offered, thit he m ht by ffe g the punish- 
ment of the alleged c ne sa e h s w fe and children 
from starvation. Wl at a co nme t o the Christianity, 
mvilixation and org ^u of Boe ety England. And 
in America it is the same as we al all see in the fu- 
ture pages of this wo k Shame on o r ^humanity and 
our pro/eesionsof the Ch at an el g on Themostigno- 
rant Pagan is less ind fferenf and mfeel g toward those 



A remarkable case of confess on where the prisoner 
was innocent, hapj ened nVeimont no r own country. 
It has been cited on many oc is o s nl was narrated 
as given below, by Rev W S Bal h f New- York city, 
who was born and educated in the vicinity of the place 
where the facts occurred. We copy from Mr. Spear's 
work on Capital Punishment. It will be seen that 
Bourne confessed to a falsehood in hope of commutation. 

BOURNE CONVICTED OP THE MURDEK OP HIS BROTHER- 
IN-LAW. 

A case occurred in Manchester, Vermont. Two men, 
brothers, by the name of Bonrne, were convicted of mur- 
der of a brother-in-law, named Colvin. While under 
the sentence of death, one of the brothers confessed a, 
participation in the murder. By an act of the Legisla- 
fure, his punishment was commuted to imprisonment for 
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life Ih. li 'y P sifted in oiiserting Lis inno- 

oen (. 1 evailed during and after tte 

trial I m mb w 11 It was near my native town. 
Bu wh 1 a made nnder oath, and pub- 

lish d n 1 d > d Had he declared te did 

not h d would he have been believed? 

Th d y f 1 ngth arrived. Hundreds of 

peopl f h h 11 1 !es were gathered around the 

gall w w h dy g struggles of a poor unfor- 

tun f 11 w Th hour had arrived, and the 

eld B 11 w his innocence, wan and weak, 

was led forth into the ring, and beneath the horrid en- 
gine of death. The sheriff was about to adjust the hal- 
ter, and draw down the dismal cap, when a cry was heard 
from behind the ring — "Stop! stop I For God's sake 
stop." All eyes were directed that way, when to the 
astonishment of all, the murdered OoWin was led into 
the ring, presented to the sheriff, recognized by the as- 
sembled neighbors, and greeted by Bourne with feelings 
better imagined than described; and the people doomed 
to return home in disappointment — as some remarked, 
" without seeing the/«n they anticipated." 

Had Colvin, (says Mr. Balch,) not been found, for he 
was in New Jersey, or had some little hindrance delay- 
ed a single hour, an innocent man would have been hur- 
ried out of the world as a felon, leaving wife, and chil- 
dren, and friends to lament his untimely death ; human- 
ity to weep over the mistakes and weaknesses, and cruel- 
ties of human legislation ; and judges and juries to re- 
proach themselves for taking the fearful responsibility 
of destroying a life which they could not restore when 
their errors were clearly manifest. 

Thus do we have pressed upon our notice, the fallibil- 
ity of human judgment. How liable are we to be <!iQ- 
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ceived. How many thousands hawe been acquitted who 
were guilty, and condemned who were innocent. Amid 
all this uaoertainty, and with a knowledge of the tremen- 
dous injustice attending the execution of the innocent, 
[ feel that sooiety has no right to wantonly throw away 
its power of atoning for the wrong committed, by de- 
priving a human being of that which it has not the 
power to bestow. "Within the walls of a strong prison, 
safely guarded with bars and bolts, he would be secure. 
There he could be instructed in heart and mind, by 
the aid of books and good men; and, if guilty, be 
made to feel the power of a love that could return good 
for evil, and blessing for his efforts to destroy. And if, 
in the proyidence of God, it should be revealed that he 
was innocent, as we have already said, he could be com- 
pensated for his labor — restored to liberty, and so fai as 
possible, atonement could be made for the wrong com- 
mitted. 

We have already extended our remarks on this snb- 
ject beyond our original intention, but cannot conclude 
them without introducing an eloquent extract from a 
speech* made by O'OONHELt, several years ago, befora 
the London society for the diffusion of information on 
the subject of the Death Penalty. He refers to facta 
most touching that had come under his own observation. 
" He had long been deeply impressed," he said, " with 
the conviction that Capital Punishment ought to be ut- 
terly abolished. He could not forget that < vengeance is 
mine, saith the Lord, and I 'will repay it.' Perhaps it 
' was by the impulse of foeliag, and what he conceived to 
be humanity, that, in the early part of his life, he was 
brought to this conviction ; but long, and lie miglit ven- 
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ture to say, great experience in the erimiaal law — for no 
advocate, at least in his own country, had the miserable 
boast which he oould mate of the frequency of his prac- 
tice in that branch — that tsperience had confirmed him 
in his opinion, that there should not be in man the 
power of extinguishing life, becauao the result was irrep- 
arable ; because the injury could not be compensated 
wbich. raigbt be done, if the beings ■were not infallible 
who inflicted the punisb.ment ; (and where should we 
find such?) and, because, while we thought we wore vin- 
dicating the law uf society, we might be committing the 
greatest outrage that could be perpetrated upon our fel- 
low-creatures. The honorable and learned geatleman 
who spoke last, shuddered at the death of even a crimi- 
nal ; but what would his feeliuga have been had he wit- 
nessed, as he had, the execution of the innocent! 

" One of the first events which struck him when he was 
rising into life, was seeing a gentleman who had forsaken 
society, and thrown himself into a mountain lodge, 
abandoning the int«rcourBe of men, and wandering 
about like a troubled spirit, a willing outlaw, and an 
outcast from the social state. He inquired the cause, 
and learned that it originated in these circumstances ; — 
Two men got into his bed-room at night, and robbed him, 
but did not treat him with any brutality. He prosecu- 
ted two brothers for the crime; and they being unpre- 
pared with any defense, from a oonaciousness of their in- 
nocence, were convicted and executed. Not a fortnight 
after they had been laid in the grave, in the presence of 
their father, and amidst the tears of their broken-hearted 
mother, the gentleman discovered his total mistake!" 

Mr. O'Connell said he would mention another instanoe, 
of which he had a personal knowledge: 

"He defended three brothers who were indicted for 
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murder; and the judge having a leaning, aa was iiot un- 
nsaal in suoh cases, to the side of the crown proseoution, 
almost compellod the juxy to ooayict. He sat at his 
window aa the men passed hy, after receiTing Bentenoe. 
A military guard was placed oyer them, and it was posi- 
tively forbidden that any one should have any inter- 
course with them. He saw their mother, strong in her 
affections, break through the guard, which was sufficient 
to resist any male force— he saw her clasp her eldest son, 
who was but twenty-two years of age — he saw her cling 
to her second, who was but twenty— and he saw her faint 
aa she olaaped the neck of her youngeat hoy, who was 
but eighteen. And they were innocent, but were ex- 
ecuted. 

" He mentioned these facte to show with what extreme 
caution any one should do that which waa irrevocable. 
When we recollected that, in criminal cases, a prisoner 
waa almost shut oat from making any defense; and that, 
in eases of eireumstantial evidence, men were convicted, 
not upon facts, but upon reasonings and deductions; — 
when we recollected that the criminal law permitted the 
counsel for the crown to aggravate the impression- against 
the prisoner, and prohibited his counsel from opening 
his mouth in his defense, — it might be said, without 
much exaggeration, that sueh a code waa written in let- 
ters of blood. Was this England, the first country in 
the world for the love of liberty, and the encouragement 
of all the arts which adorn civilization and morality? 
Was thia the country where, if a man had five pounds at 
stake, he might employ ten or twenty counsel to speak 
for him as long as they liked; but, when his life was in 
jeopardy, the law said, ' The counsel against you stall 
speak in aggravation of the charge ; but tiio lips of your 
counsel shall be sealed!' Up to the present moment, 
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that horrible state of the law continued. He was firmly 
persuaded that if he had been entitled to speak on beiialf 
of those three brothers — feeble as might be his advo- 
eaoy, perhaps his heart would have aided his judgment 
and given him an inspiration beyond the natural dulnesa 
of hia disposition— ha felt that he would have made it 
impossible for any jury to convict. If the punishment 
of these three brothers had not been incapable of being 
recalled, they raigbt have been restored to their family; 
and the mother, who wept over their grave, might have 
been borne in deceney to her tomb by those over whoso 
premature death she mourned."* 

But enoTigh. Were there no other reason for tta 
abolishment of the Death Penalty, this would be sufficient 
for us. Down with the gallows, then. It can be spared 
with injury to no one; and so long as it remains, the in- 
nocent are not safe. 

' Sea Berald of Peaai for April, May and June. Lonion: 1332. 
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FOURTH HIASON FOB ABOLISHMENT. 



Another reason wty tliQ Punishment of Death should 
be abolished, espeeiallj by all ChkistiaN governments, -is, 
that it %3 potitively forbidden, h}/ ike Christian Scr^tures. 

With the writer of these pages, there is no authority 
BUpe'rioi; to the authoi-ity of God. His word ia our orite- 
rion. Wo never, knowingly, swerve from its divine re- 
quirements and teachings. Human speculations, in the 
presence of the plain teaching of the inspired volume, 
like mist heforo the morning sun, dissipate into airy 
nothingness, "Let God he true, but every man a 
liar," is the motto by which we are led; and, happily, 
with reference to the aubjeet under consideration, He is 
upon the side of clemency. He "will have mercy and 
not sacrifice,"* 

"Bat," answers the objector, "the Bible certainly 
sanctions the Death Penalty. There is no plainer or 
more positive declaration than this ; 'Whoso sheddeth 

man's blood, by man shall HI8 BLOOD BE SHED;' and 

all know, who know anything of the Bible, that the law 
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Christiana in. Europe and America, when hanging was 
the penalty for stealing forty shillings; also for idolatry, 
blasphemy, Sabbath-breaking, abuse of parents, peijury 
and adultery. All these laws were devoutly believed to 
be founded on God's law, binding on the Christian, and 
could not be abolished with any degree of safety. And 
yet they were abolished, and with, no detriment to either 
morals or religion, and are not now believed, by any sect 
of Christians living, to be required by the divine law. 
No well-infoFmed, sane man, no matter what his religion, 
would consent, for any consideration, to go back to the 
middle of the last century, and institute ita penal code as 
a substitute for our own. But if the Jewish law is still 
binding, how can we remit all its punishments {mt one ; 
and what grounds have we to argue that this is binding, 
— and to ik& end of time— when wo admit that all the rest 
were temporary, and only designed for a previous age? 
More than this: ia not the question at least worthy of 
our careful consideration, whether, having abolishe I 
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the entire code of Moaes, with the exception of thia, 
with no apparent injury, but with manifest iraproTemeat 
and with no violation of the divine precept, we cannot 
also give up this ? 

And this, we repeat, is what the Chrisiian Scriptures 
actaally demand. That " breach for breach, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, is the express declaration of God," as 
the ohjeetor says, is, at least, problematical. Christ did 
not so understand by the demands of the Mosaic dispen - 
eation. It was not Uod, hut " them of old time," who 
said this. " Ye have heard that it hath been said by them 
of old time .... an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a 
tooth." This was the lex talionia, or law of retaliation, in- 
corporated into the code of the early Hebrews and the 
rule of vengeance by which they were governed. And 
suppose we admit that God did permit or even coinmand 
the Jews, when in a rude and barbarous state, to institute 
laws thus sanguinary and bloody, where is the man who 
can make it appear that they are still binding under the 
Ohristitn lispensation ? On the contrary there is no 
truth of the divine word moie palpable than the fact 
that Chi iSt himself iViogated the veiy spiiit an 1 princi 
pie of that old code ind i^we the world anew and hettLi 
covenant in his lite teachings sufferings and e^a nj Ics 
In the ^ery first sermon he preiehed behold how 
positively and cleaily he defined the principles f hia 
own leligion in con ti a distinct ion to those ot M^^es 
" Te have heaid that it hith been sai 1 an eye foi an eye 
and a tooth tor a tooth; but / say unto you, that ye 
resist not e\il, but whosoever shall smite thoe on thy 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any 
man will sue thee at the law aud take away thy coat, let 
him have thy eloak also."* We cannot suppose that Christ 

"Matthew 5: 38— 40. 
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designed that this command should he literally ohejed; hnt 
the prinehple contained in thia declaration he did desiga 
shoald ho enforced as a new, a better, a more divine law ; 
a law which should abrogate the Mosaic precept and take 
its place. And I ask my Christian brother or sister, 
who may periise these pages, is not its rule the exact 
opposite of the Levitical law? "I say unto you that 
ye resist not evil, hut whosoever sliali smite thee on the 
one oheek, turn to him the other also," He farther 
says: "Ye haveteaid that it hath been said, thou ahalt 
love thy neighboi, and hate thy enemy ; but / say unto 
you, love youi enemies, hleas (hem that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them that de- 
gpilefvlly use and persecute you, that ye may be the 
children of youi Father which la in Heaven ; for he 
maketh his sun to iibe on the e\il and the good, and 
sendeth his rain on the )uat and un the unjust."* How 
can the man who professes to hi\e been born into the 
apiritual kingdom of the Master — a kingdom of "right- 
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghoat "—and to be 
governed by the foregoing instiuction, still uphold the 
killing of men, women and children by " legal strangu- 
lation ?" How would the above declarations of Christ 
appear as wntt«n mottoes for the gallows? "Love, the 
FTjT.s'iLLiNa or THE LAW," inscribed on the eross-har of 
the gibbet! What an ineoneisteney ! Jesns "lived the 
doctrine which he taught." He returned good for evil 
and blessing for cursing; and finally died upon the cross 
for his enemies, closing and sanctioning his labors of 
love by that more than mortal petition, "Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do!" Oh, blessed 
Being! the true guide and pattern of all Christians. 
Here is light communicated from heaven, to illuminate 

* Mattiew, 5; 44—46. 
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our path of duty. We are not left to our own aagacious- 
Tiesa, but siiould follow oar great esamplav. " Eor even 
hereunto were ye called; ieeaiise Christ also suffered for 
Its, leaving us cat example, that vie sJumid follow in his 
steps; who did no sm, nmther was guile found in hismoaih; 
who, •when he was reviled, reitiled not again,; when he suf- 
fered he threatened not; hut committed hiinmlf to Sim, who 
judgeth righteomly.'* How divine, how heautifttl this in- 
Btmction ; and how plain it is that, everywhere in the 
New Testament, love is made the teat of tile validity of 
our claims to the OSiristian character. " By this shall all 
men know that jo are mj disciples, if ye have love."\ 
Again, " He that ioveth, dwelleth in God and God in 
him. "J " For this, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou 
shall not kill; thou shalt not bear false witness; thou 
Bhalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, 
it is briefly comprehended in this saying ; thou shalf love 
iky neighbor as thyself. Love workeih no ill to its neighbor; 
therefore, love is the falfilUng of tlie law.'"^ Ahove all 
things," says the same apostle, after enumerating various 
other duties, "put on. Ohaeitt," (or love) " which is the 
bond of pCT'/ec(nes8."§ In abort, the inculcation of this 
divine principle as the great central element of the Chris- 
tian religion, is as common in tlie Gospel as its practical 
utility is superior. So common and so plain is it, tbat 
the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err, "It is 
the theme of all the apostolic exhortations, that with 
which tbeir morality begins and ends, from which all 
their details and enumerations set out and into which 
they return." 

Is it not, then, evident that if all the relative duties of 
the Christian are ernbraced in one word and that word is 

• 1 Peter, 2 : 21. t John, 13 ; 35. J John, i: !6, 
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LOVE, that he can in^titufe no furm ot go\ eminent, nor 
sanction any modes of punishment, that are tounded on 
vengeance, and that result in the violent destiuction of a 
fellow- creature? 

As I write, the daily papers laid on my table give the 
particulars of two esecutions which have just takeu place, 
one in Louisville, Ky., and the otlier in Roxbury, N. C. 
G-eorge Iluffner, executed in Louisville, asserted in the 
most positive manner, till the moment of his exit from 
time to eternity, his entire innocence of the crime for 
which he was about to suffer, and left a brief but touch- 
ing epistle, in which he expressed an ardent hope that 
the time would come whea the people of Louisville and 
elsewhere, would know that he died an innocent man. 
Says the account: "After the clergyman, Be v. Mr. 
Adams, addressed the people, and exhorted them to pre- 
serve decorum, the prisoner stepped forth, and in a firm 
voice said, that he ' was not gtiilty of the crime of murder.' 
Prayer was then offered up to God by the Kev. Mr. 
Adams, after which the prisoner desired him to tell the 
people that he died in full hope of heaven. The sheriff 
adjusted the fatal noose, after covering the victim's head 
with a cap. He then bade farewell to the ministers and 
officers around him, and just a moment before being 
launched into eternity, he earnestly asked if there was 
any one around ' who believed him innocent.' ' I do,' 
was heard, and just then the drop fell and all was over. 

" Just at that moment, a woman, almost wild with ex- 
citement, forced her way to the foot of the scafibld, beg- 
ging the sheriff to soud the body to his unfortunate wife, 
who was almost eraay with, grief and despair. The wish 
was complied with, and the body sent to her for burial. 
The sympathies of the community are demanded for 
this poor woman, who is in extreme destitution, with a 
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BujaJ] cLild to support, twenty montlis old, and is again 
on the eve of confinement." 

Here was a man — a Ghrvtiatt man— with a soul all 
bright with a glorious hope of immoitdlity, whom the 
Christian people ot Kentucky hia brethien, strangled 
into eternity. Was that art leally a Christian aot? 
■ffaa it in harmony with the law of iove, the great cen- 
tral principle of the Chiiatian religion? 

The other case was sjmewhit similar. The prisoner's 
name was Williams. He was greatly distressed and dread- 
fully alarmed with reference to his future condition, but 
protesting his innocence, with the most piteous appeals 
to the last. Every moment he besought the prayers of all 
Christians around him in his Isehalf. Says the writer : 
" The hour arriving for his execution, the sheriff, with a 
bleeding heart and tear -moistened eye, called for him. 
Taking Mr. Ljon, (his father's friend and neighbor,) 
by the hand, and begging him to go with him and pray 
for him, he proceeded to the gallows, praying all the 
way, until he arrived in sight of the gallows, when, 
trembling like a leaf, he gave vent to an expression of 
feeling which no pen can describe, and which touched 
the most callous heart. Arriving at the gallows, he 
sned for the last moment, and begged every Christian on 
the ground to pray for him. 

" It was here that the sheriff read him a brief note, 
reminding him of future rewards and punishments, of 
the awfulness of dying with a lie on his lips, and invok- 
ing him to say, while he looked eternity in the face, 
whether he was guilty or innocent of the murder. He 
replied, that he had 'said all he had to say about it— he 
was not guiltyf So the prisoner protested Ms innooense 
to the last moment. Mounting the scaffold, and forgiv- 
ing everybody, his soul was launched into eternity." 
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Yea, but if every Christian duty is embraced in a sin- 
gle word, and tliat word is love, could this act be a Cbria- 
tian act? Would not Cbrist bave bad mercy on tba 
poor man ? Did be ever condemn to death ? Can tbe 
law wbiob demanded tbe, death of these wretched men, 
be in harmony with the Christian precept which requires 
"good for evil." A law which would secure them in 
prison — treat them kindly— instruct them in their duty 
to God and their fellow men — renovate their sowls with 
the spirit of Christianity, and thus east out the spirit of 
evil, by a manifestation of goodness, would be Christian ; 
but that which demands " eye for eye, tooth for tooth, and 
life for life," never! never! This belongs to another 
covenant, and another age. We are living in the nine- 
teenth century of the Christian era. We profess to be 
Ohnstians. We are not Hebrews nor Hindoos. Whom, 
then, shall we follow, Christ or Mosesf There is such a 
thing as progression ; as " a growing in grace, arid in a 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ." Why 
should we go back four thousand years for our morality, 
our laws, our religion, and our faith? when Christ is the 
light that is to lighten every man that cometh into the 
world, he being " the way, the truth and the life?" 

Yet, this is what the majority of Christians are every- 
where doing. Christ himself has instructed them that 
" the law and the prophets were until John ; since that 
time the kingdom of God is preached;"* but giving no 
heed to this, they forsake tbe "kingdom of Christ," and 
going back to " tbe law and the prophets," and planting 
themselves on the old covenant, say, "Iftu-ts oxir law, our 
morali^, our Christianity, our faith." 

It is a fact whiot no one will attempt to dispute who 
is at all acquainted with the subject, that every opposer to 
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progression in humanity and moral purity, lias gone to 
the "types and shadows" of the Old Testament, to main- 
tain his position. He eonld obtain no sympathy, no aid 
from Christ and his apostles. If a Christian would find 
a scriptural argument for drunkenness, he must go to 
Noah, or the history of the ancient Hebrews. So of 
war and the gallows. These practices can find no advo- 
cate in Christ or his immediate followei-s. But even 
Ghrhtian men believe that they must be sustained, and 
they, therefore, appeal to commandments and a code 
which existed two thomand yean before Christ, and which 
he clearly abrogated, as we have seen. But where is their 
authority, for such a course ? What consistency is there 
in it? Why not advocate the sacvifioe of sheep and goats, 
the burning of incense, and the making of offerings of 
oil and flour? They were demanded by the law of 
Moses, and are as really binding on us under the Chris- 
tian dispensation, as the Death Penalty. This, then, 
we repeat, is a very important reason for the abolish- 
ment of the gailows. It is not mnctioned, but positively 
condemned, hy the Chrisiian religion. 

And here, so far as the demands of the Bible go, we 
might rest the argument. It satisfies me ; for admitting 
all the opposer claims for the Levitical code, under the 
old dispensation, to be true, it is no more binding on ua 
than is- the penal code of Connecticut colony, which 
hung for witchcraft, profanity, idolatry and petty rob- 
bery. We are followers of Christ, and not of " them of 
old time," and until it can be shown that the New Testa- 
ment clearly sanctions the Punishment of Death, we may 
rest in the assurance that the Bible contains no com- 
mands, nor instructions, that demand at our hand the 
blood of a fellow creature, no matter what his offenses. 

But this disposition of the subject, though satisfactory 
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to some, wil! not answer the expectations of all my read- 
era. Many sineerely believe tliat the Mosaic law is atill 
binding, and espeeislly the declaration of God to Noah, 
" Whoso sheddefch man's blood, by man shall his blood 
be slied"— "a declaration," it ia contended, "that ia ex- 
pressive of the law of God concerning the murderer. He 
must be slam The command is universal tmi perpetual. 
Erom the beginning God made thia demand, and it must 
run parallel with the existence of man, to the end of 
time." So affiim the m st able supporters of the Death 
Penalty. Let us then enter into a more minute and 
critical examination ol the subject, "Prove aZJ ttings, 
and hold fast that which is good," is an apostolic injunc- 
tion by which we have long been led. It ahall be oar 
motto in the iuTestigation of the question before us- 
We begin with the declaration to Noah. 
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ta ilAlit-Ths teit nqtricled^ (heHarderert but in vhht ile«T?e of murrLer Bhiilllt 
l>a up^bl— I^«AUi faualty Jiot known till tbejeaToE the -irorid ig&q— Celn uotpnt h> 
fiSHt of tlie IUD« dHoriTrUon-ODd did not hiuiBeie io«ud tke doclarUlaii to Noii^-Tha 

" Whoso sheddeth man's hlood hy man shall few Mood he 
shed." Gen. 9: 6, 

If tlie reader has perused tlie foregoing chapter, he is 
prepared for what we have to say on this declaration 
of Gfod to Noah; a declaration which the advocates of 
the Death Penalty contend \& positive, imiversal in its ap- 
plication andperpetual to the end of time. "Can language 
he more emphatic or universal?" exclaims an ardent de- 
fender of the gallows. "Whoso" — that is, any person 
juAafeDCT-—" sheddeth man's blood" — who kills his fellow 
creature — -"by man shall his hlood be shed." There 
is no escape, and no limit aa to time, or country, or situ- 
ation. Oa the contrary, such were the circumstances 
under which the declaration was made, that the whole 
contest goes to show that this com.mand was designed to 
be "perpetual and universal." 

Let us admit, for the sake of the argument, that tho 
objector is correct in these premises; and then query, 
(95) 
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"Whoso" signifies, he says, "any penon wliateiier" and 
to "shed Wood" means "to kill." The meaning of the 
text is, then, if applied literally, that a«y person whatever 
who hills, shall himself he killed. "There is no esoape." 
It follows, then, that the mm who destroys life acciden- 
tally, or in self-defense, or in defense of his country, 
'must he killed, for he kills " There is no esoape. " The 
jury who conYict the prisoner of muider, the judge who 
passes sentence of deith on him, and the hangman who 
olosea the scene of blood, all must he killed, for they 
are all gnilty of killing, the judge and jury by proxy, 
the hangman, personally The heioes of "seventy sis," 
who fought the battles of the American Revolution, with 
the Father of his Country at their head, should all to a 
man have been executed, for they all "shed blood." No- 
tice, the language of the text is "positive" and "without 
restriction," "extendingtoaiJwhokill." " lyTioso sheddeth 
man's blood, by man shall his blood be shod." "There 
is no escape." As says a writer when discanting on this 
subject: "If this command to Noah requires the death 
of all who shed blood without exception, then it is clear 
that the eicecuiioner should be killed; an 1 whea h. 's sla'n 
his slayer must be put to death, and h s ind h s and thus 
the work of slaughter should go on, 1 11 the list man be 
comes his own executioner and crown w th h s corpse 
the work of universal carnage." 

Here, the objector finds himself in a d lemma and to 
escape, says that he would restrict the ajipl cat on of the 
text to the mmrderer. But, we reply fi st that the mo 
ment he restricts the text, that moment he snr enders 
the ground already assumed, that it s of n ? ap 

plication;" and second, that he has no luthoc ty for 
«ioh restriction, as there is nothing e ther n the text oi 
context that will warrant it. 
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But suppose he is pei iiiitte i tu n ik.e the restrictLon 
and apply the principle cont-iine 1 in the ti,\t only in a 
case of murder; in what degree of luuidei would he 
make the application? Ihe peuil codes (fall our States 
recognise, at le^t, two dogieoa of murder Killiag with 
iiia^'cejii'epense, or aforethought lo murdei in the first de- 
gree. Klilling in the heit of paision is man slaughter, 
or murder in the second device D^es the objectflr say 
tkat he would apply the piiuciple oi the text only in the- 
case of murder in the flrat degree ? But with what pro- 
priety citn he make thia restriction? If a man rises up 
in the heat of passion and slays his fellow, does he not 
JQSt as really shed his blood as if the act were premedi- 
tated? and if so, does not the declaration to Noah de- 
maad his blood? If he answers in the afG,rmative, then 
he must make the penal code of his own State more 
severe, for no State in our Union, as our laws now stand, 
demands death for man -a laughter. But why not, if we 
are Christians, and the declaration, "whoso sheddeth 
man's blood by man shall his blood be shed," is still 
binding on us? 
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regarded perpetually to the ead of time, — we say what the 
Scriptures do not sanction — indeed, what the^ positively 
deny, as we will now show. 
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First the dechr'ition eontained in the test nuder con- 
Hider'ttion w s not gnen to Noah till the year of the 
world 1657 -vnd what is a little remarfcahle, up to this 
time the Death Penalty waa not known among men, 
and yet murder hil I pen committed. How will the 
ohjector account foi this fact, if the law of "life foi' life" 
was designed from tlv hegimiing to restrain men from 
violence in 1 pioclaimed as an adequate punishment foi 
the crime of muidei? For more thii sixteen hundred 
yeais the generations of men had been multiplying in 
the eirth and had been guilty f slaying each othei and 
atiU the law of death was not instituted ' 

Go back to the fiist mui lei f\ei Ptromittel and h w 
does Ood himself deil with the wietched homicide' 
Does he make in aiplit tion of the principle ccntained 
in the declaiaticn to Noah as a punishment for the crime 
of Cain Not at all instead he p itively declaiesthat 
CaiTi should not he skm Let us look it hia c se 

Case op Cain. 
"And Oain talked with Ahel hia brother: and it came 
to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Ahel his brother, and slew him. And the Lord 
said unto Cain, "Where is Ahel thy brother? And he said, 
1 know not. Am I my brother's keeper? And he said, 
whathast thou done? The voice of thy brother's blood 
erieth trnto me from the ground, and now art thou 
cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to 
receive thy brother's blood from thy hand. When thou 
tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee 
her strength: a fugitive and vagabond shall thou be in 
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the eartli. And Cain said unto the Lord, My punisJi- 
ment is greater tlian I can bear. Behold thou haat 
driven me out this day from the face of the earth; and 
from thy face stall I be hid ; and it shall come to pasa, that 
every one that findeth me shall slay me. And the Lord aaid 
unto him, therefore whosoever slayeth Cain, vengeance 
shall be taken on him seven-fold. And the Lord set a, 
mark iipon Cain lest any finding him should slay him."* 

Here we have tho account of the first murder ever 
committed, the first law ever instituted for the punish- 
ment of the offender, and the details of the first trial on 
record where the criminal was a murderer. The 
Almighty G-od was himself the Law-giver and the Judge; 
the garden of Eden the court-room, and the blood of the 
slain Abel, crying from the teeming ground, both the 
accuser and the witness. 

And what is tho nature of the penalty attached to the 
awful offenso of the wretched man? Was it "blood for 
blood?" If Capital Punishment is a perpetual institu- 
tion, divine and universal, why was it not then pro- 
claimed? There was no mistake in the ffuill of tho 
criminal at the bar. At first, he was inclined to cover 
his sin with a falsehood. "And the Lord said unto 
Cain, where is thy brother Abel? and he said, I know 
not; am I my brother's keeper?" But "God is not 
mocked." Human tribunals are fallible and may be de- 
ceived, but infinite knowledge, never! 

We may succeed in hiding our crimes from man, but 
the eye of God penetrates into the very secrets of the 
soul, and our sin will find us out, and "though hand 
join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished. " Cain 
lom guilty of murder, and when fully charged with the 
dreadful crime, he did not longer deny. We ask again. 
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■why did not the Almighty lh<ni institute the Death Pen- 
alty? Why did he not flum erect the gallows, aad him- 
self heeome the executioner? Do you. say that the murder 
was not an aggravated one ; that Cain slew his brother in 
the heat of passion, and was, therefore, entitled to lenity? 
But the facts in the case will not warrant such a supposi- 
tion ; on the contrary, they show plaia enough that the 
murder was premeditated and wilful. Look at the pve- 
ceding aecoaut. "Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain 
was a tiller of the ground. And in process of time it 
came to pass, that Cain brought, of the fruit of the 
ground, an offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also 
brought of the firstlings of his flocJc, and of the fat there- 
of. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering ; but unto Cain and his offering he had not 
respect. And Cain was ver^ wroth, and his countewxace 
fell. And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? 
and why is thy countenance fallen ? If thou doest well, 
shalt not thou be accepted? and if thoa doest not well, sin 
lieth at the door."* Here we witness the "wrath " of 
Cain. His heart was filled with envy, jealousy, and 
hatred toward his kind and innocent brother ; and these 
passions raged like a sea, unbridled, till the destruction 
of Abel was the consequence. What a cold-blooded, 
heartless murder! And yet, God did not slay the murder- 
er ! He did not deprive him of liberty, even ; and instead 
of hanging him up like a eat on a gibbet, and straagling 
the life out of him, as we Christians would do in a simi- 
lar case, ItE actually instituted a lavi TO SAVE HIM PKOM 
DEATH. Is not this remarkable, if " life for life" is so 
necessary to restrain the vicious, and so sanctifying in its 
moral influences ! Hear the seufence pronounced by God 
Himself, upon the guilty man. " And now art thou 
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oiivaed from the earth which hath opened her mouth to 
receive thy brother's blood from thy hand. When thou 
tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee 
her strength; a fugitive and vagabond shalt thou be in 
the earth." 

Here was the doom of Cain. G-od did not slay Mm 
because lie bad slain. Thia would have been a work of 
retaliation and vengeance. "Thou shalt not kill," ia 
the law of God, and He would not be the first to violate 
his own precept; but by his dealings witb. the murderer, 
he would show all men the sanctity of human life. And 
thus; " from the ashes of murdered Abel, and from the 
stamped forehead of Cain, is proclaimed to the magistrate, 
aad the criminal, to the murderer in his bloody purpose, 
anAth.ii judge in his fearful decision, 'Thott shalt not kill.'" 

But though God did not slay the murderer, the pen- 
alty that he pronounced was a fearful one. He was ban- 
ished from G-od and from society. His conscience was 
full of guilt, and the awful apprehension of being hunted 
like a ,wild beast, by his fellow men, was overwhelming 
in its effect; so that he exclaimed, in the voice of de- 
spair, "My punishment ia greater than I can bear I Be- 
hold, thou hasfc driven me out this day from the face of 
the earth, and from thy face shall I be hid ; and I shall 
be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it 
shall come to pass, that every one that fiadeth me shall 

Some contend that the Death Penalty must have been 
previously instituted, or Cain would not have espreased 
a fear of being slain. But not so. G-od has implanted 
a sort of instinct in man, which causes him to dread the 
very evils which he inflicts on others. The dishonest 
integrity of all men ; the liar confides in 
1 word; the thief expects to be robbed, and the 
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murderoT to lie killGd. So with Cain. He was a mur- 
dcxer. Tte voice of his hrother's hlood was ever crying 
from the ground; and he felt that as he had killed with- 
out provooation, the hands of all men would be turned 
against him, and whosoever found him would slay him. 
But Grod said this should not he. " Whosoever alay- 
eth Gain, vengeance shall he taken on him seven fold. 
And the Lord God set a mark upon Gain, lest any find- 
ing him should kill him." What this "mark" was, has 
given rise to many conjectures. Nothing is said in the 
context from which we can decide ; neither does it 
matter, so far as the present question is concerned, inas- 
much as we are assured that it protected the wretched 
homicide from destruction. Still we think the explana- 
tion as given hy Di Shuckfoid of England an eminent 
Hebrew schjlar very reisinible and beautiful, and so 
perfectly in hirmony with th a entire iteount^ that we 
cannot foibear g vmg it a place he e The Hebrew 
word otk says he whi h we tian 1 te a jiark,' signi- 
fies a iiq 1 or token Thus Gen 9 13 the bow set in the 
heavens, was to be leot\ Jor a si.gn or token that the 
world should not again be destroyed by flood; therefore 
tho words, ' and the Lord set a mark upon Cain,' 
should be translated, ' and the Lord appointed unto Gain 
a token or sign,' to eonvinoe him that no person should be 
permitted to slay him. To have marked him would have 
been the moat likely way to have brought ail the evils 
he dreaded upon him ; therefore, tho Lord gave him 
Bome miraculous sign or token that he should not be 
slain, to the end that he should not despair, but, having 
time to repent, might return to a gracious God and find 
mercy." 

Here, then, we have the case of Cain. He was guilty 
of a dreadful murder, arraigned by God himself, convict- 
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ed and Bentenced. His pualaliment was dreadful, still 
his life waB preserved; and so should te the life of every 
homicide. He was banished from the face of society, and 
BO should be every homieide. The murderer ia guilty of 
the worst crime that man can commit. His presence is 
dangerous la any community, and he should, therefore, 
he safely secured. But ho should not be injured. G-od 
has given us an example of clemency, in his dealiiiga to- 
ward the miserable Cain, which it would be wise in us to 
follow. He visited him with no act of vengeance, hut 
while he assured him of the certainty of his punishment, 
he gave him a sign or token, that he should not be slain, 
"to the end that he might not despair, hut, having time 
to repent, m^ht return to a gracious G-od, and find for- 
giveness." What mingling of mei'cy and justice ! And 
what a hoautifu! example for legislation in all ages! 
The reader must see that the argument founded on the 
case of Cain, when Jehovah himself was both Law-giver 
and Judge, affords the Death Penalty no aid; neither does 
it sustain the assertion that the principle contained in 
the declaration to Noah was of ■univei'sat application; on 
the contrary, it refutes the idea, as God did not himself 

Coming down from this first offense in the history of 
man, to the year of the world 600, we find an account of 
the second murderer, whose case we will briefly consider. 

LAMECn, THE SECOSD MUaDERBK. 

Lamech is the second murderer of whom we have any 
account; and it is a little singular that he was a descend- 
ant of Cain, and the father of Noah. We are told that 
after the sentence was pronounced upon Cain, that he 
" went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in 
the land of Nod, on the cast of Eden." " The Hebrew 
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word ncd," says au eminent commentator, "signifies tlie 
same aa nail, a vngahoiid, ami, tkerefore, akoiiid have been 
rtindered, as some contend, "and Cain went out from the 
liresence of the Lor.-}, (that is, from the spiritual paradise 
of God ia the garden,) on the coast of JBJen, and dwelt a 
vciffajioiid iippu tha earth; and thus the curse pronounced 
on him in the twelfth verse was accomplished." But 
notwithstanding the curse that followed him, we are to!d 
that his wife acoompiinied him, that he had bobs and 
daughters — huilt a city, and that his desceudants were 
prosperc-js. The aoeount is given \a the following lan- 
guage : '' And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived 
and bare Enoch, and he builded a city, and called the 
name of the city after the name of his son Enoch. And 
unto Enoch was born Ir.td ; and Irad begat Mehujael; 
and Mehujael begat Methusaol, and Methusael begat La- 
mech. And Lnmech took unto him two wives; the name 
of the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah." 
Thus it will be seen that Lamech was a bigamist. " He 
Vi'as the first man," says Dr. A. Clarke, " who dared to re- 
verse the order of ftod, by introducing polygamy." Ho 
was also guilty of killing a man ; and notwithstanding 
both these offenses, was not himself slain. "And La- 
mech said unto his wives Adah and Zillah, hear my 
voice; ye wives of Lameeh, hearken unto my speech; 
for I have slain a man to my wounding, aud a young 
man to my hurt."* 

" It is sun^oacd that Lamech had slain a man in his 
owa defease, and that his wives, being alarmed lest the 
friends of the deceased should sock his life in return, to 
quiet their fears, he makes this speech, in which ho 
endeavors to prove that there was no room for fear on 
this account; for if the slayer of the wilful murderer, 
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Cain, slioaid suffer a seven fold punishment, surely lia 
who should kill Lamech, for having killed a man in self- 
dcfecse, might expect a seventy-seven fold punishment." 
These two are the only accounts of murder en record, 
previous to the declaration to Noah now under consider- 
ation, which was given, as we hefove said,in the year of 
the world, 1662, and in neither of these waa the life of 
the offender destroyed. 

INSTANCES 01' DISREGARD OF THE DK0LAKATIO^f TO NOAH 
APTEK IT WAS MADE. 

It may be said by the objector, that previously to God's 
covenant with Noah, no express law against the murder- 
er had been instituted, and for this reason he waa not 
visited with death. But what a mistake. Could not a 
law against murder he instituted, without annexing the 
penalty of death? Let the reader look carefully at God'a 
dealings with the first murderer, as exhibited in the 
preceding pages ; let him reflect upon the guiit of the 
wretched man — his arraignment before the bar of offend-, 
ed justice— his examination as a criminal — the verdict 
rendered, and the sentence passed, and answer whether 
a law was not then and there instituted against the 
murderer ; a law, too, which but echoed the very insHnct 
which God had previously written in the sow? of man, and 
inscribed on every filament of his nature, standing as a 
perpetual and eternal f.dk% declaring, " Thou shalt not 
kill." We grant that no statute law had been instituted, 
no chains forged, or prison reared, or gallows erected. 
Still, G-od had instituted a law, annexed the penalty, and 
punished the offender; and yet, as we have seen, he 
neither burned, hanged nor drowned him. 

But suppose we grant that no express law against the 
murderer had been instituted previously to the declara- 
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tion of Noah, aad, therefore, the offender was not put to 
death; this plea cannot be put in against Grod's disregard 
of this penalty, after he spoke so emphatically and said : 
" "Whoso sheddeth man's hlood, by man shall his blood 
be shed ;" for here, the objeotor says, is the law of " life 
for life," instituted hy God, and which is to bepe?yeiuttJ 
and univer&al. 

But was it a universal law? After the deolaratioa 
was made, was every man put to death who was guilty of 
nnirder? Did G-od himself regard it in his dealings 
with those who killed ? "Why, instead of this, we fiad 
mo intimations of the Death Penalty in the sacred history, 
for more than sa. hv ired y aJS subsequently to God's 
covenant with Noah Is not this remarkable, if the law 
of life f r life was to he a lule of perpetual and uni- 
versal appUcation ? 

In the year if the world 2200 we find Isaac and his 
wife taiiyin^ w th \S imelech the king of the Philistines. 
Tosecuie them igainst hum aftei Isaac b pvevarioation, 
Abimelech chaie^ed all hn people saying, " He that 
toucheth this man oi his wife shall •^ irely be put to 
death ■!- And thi^ la the fiist threatening of the Death 
Penalty that appeiis in the Bible 

In the year 22()b Simeon and Le^ sons of the patri- 
arch Jacob as the saered woid infjima us armed them- 
selves with eich a sword and f 11 upon the defenseless 
and innocent men of a certain city, and slew them all.f 
And did Jacob, their father, convict them of murder, and 
command that they, in turn, be slain ? Not at all. He 
simply reproved them at the time, and when on the bed 
of death, pronounced the natural consequences of a life of 
cruelty and vengeance. He called them to him and said, 
as he spoke to his children in the order of their ages : 
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" Simeon and Levi are brethren. Instrumeata of cruelty 
are in their habitation. Oh my soul, come not thou into 
their secret; unto their assembly, mine honor, be not 
thou united. For in their anger they slew a man," (the 
original says, a Bo6fc and Iwiwrahle man,") " cursed be 
their anger, for it was fierce, and their wrath, for it was 
cruel. I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in 
larael."* This was all. And it was enough. Simeon 
and Levi were not slain ; still, like Caia, they were pun- 
ished. They and their posterity were divided and scat- 
tered. They attained to no political eminence ; but 
■were followed by adversity and a curse, in the future 
years of their existence. 

Now, we must keep in mind that the law of Noah waa 
given to the Hebrews, and that Jacob was a judge or 
ruler among them. Is it at all probable, then, that 
this just and devout man could have regarded tto declar- 
ation to Noah, which we are considering, as a positive 
command, that all who shed blood should be killed ? If 
he had so understood this instruction, would he not have 
execut«d these murderers though they weve his sons, or 
offered some apology for not doing it? Most certainly. 
But instead of this, we find no intimation in the entire 
account, that the necessity of such a punishment occurred 
to him. 

Pursuing history still further, in the year 2433, we 
find even Moses — Moses the man of God, the great law- 
giver — -himself slaying aman. "He looked thi8way,and 
that way, and when he saw that there waa no man, ha 
slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand."f Moses 
committed tiiis deed with tho full knowledge of all that 
had been said to Noah, and yet God did not Yisit him 
with death. He was neither hung nor crucified. 

*Gonoii9 49; H-T. 1- Esodua 3: 12, 
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Coming down fuither still, we behold Doeg, by or- 
der of tlie blood thirsty and cruel Saul, wickedly murder- 
ing no less than eighty hve innocent and defenseless 
priests, together with vll the "women and children and 
sueklinga" of the city, and yet the declaration of God, 
"Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed," was not even mentioned to him. 

Again, in the year 3074, Zimri conspired against 
Elah, king of Judah, and treacherously "smote and 
killed him"* in his own touse when drunk, and he, in 
turn, was not slain, but reigued as king in place of the 
murdered El ah. 

Then, coining down further, we find David killing tho 
Amalekite directly, and the faithful, noble and heroic 
Uriah, indirectly, but was not in turn himself destroyed. 
Eut why not, if G-od had desigaed the declaration of 
Noah as a positive law against the murderer ? David was 
guilty of a double crime. He had stolen the affections 
of the wife of Uriah, in the absence of the latter ; — had 
become her paramour, and now wished to rid himself of 
the husband that he might marry the wife. So he wrote 
a letter to Joab, the commander of his soldiers, saying, 
" Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest battle, and 
retire yo from him that he may be smitten and die."f 
This letter was put into the hand of Uriah himself to 
carry to Joab, so that the unfortunate man became the 
bearer of his own death-warrant. Joab did as he was 
directed, and poor Uriah perished by order of the king, 
when he was fighting for the honor of that king. What 
a diabolical aot on the part of David I And yet, though 
God himself took this matter in hand, and arraigned the 
unfortunate David before his "judgment-seat" through 
the instrumentality of Nathan the prophet, he did not 

• 1 Kings 16 : 9—10. t 2 Snmael 11 : 15. 
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command that he be pat to death ; hut pronounced the 
following sentence upon him; "Thus saith the Lord 
God of Israel: I anointed thee king over Israel, and I 
delivered thee out of the hand of Saul "Where- 
fore hast thou despised the commandment of G-od, to do 
evil in his sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword, and hast taken his wife to he thy wife, 
and hast slain him with the sword of the children of 
Ammon. Now, therefore, the sword shall never depart 
from thine house ; because thou hast despised me. Be- 
iold, saith the Lord God, I wil! raise up evil against thee 

out of thine own house And David said uuto 

Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan 
said unto David: the Lord hath put away thy sin — -tliou 
slialt not die." Here was David's punishment. His life 
was preserved; hut all which was pronounced against 
him was fulfilled to the very letter.* 

And when we come down to the time of Christ, we 
find the cruel Herod beheading the innocent John in his 
prison; — Christ himself nailed to the cross ;^-8aul 
breathing out wrath and slaughter ;— Peter and Stephen 
cruelly murdered, and yet we have no account that those 
engaged in this work of hlood were themselves slain. 
Instead of this, Saul the murderer was converted to 
Christianity, through the power of the Holy Ghost, and 
afterward became "Paul the apostle to the Gentiles," 
and the author of thirteen hooks of the New Testament. 

In conclusion, then, we come to ask, can it be that 
God designed the principle contained in the declaration, 
" Wlioso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 
shed," to he MJiiwej-saZZy applied? Can we arrive at this 
result with all these facts before us ? Did the Almighty 
design even that its spirit should enter the moral and 

* See tho entire (Mjoount. 2 SamnBl 12111 ahapter. 
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penal codes of nations, and that blood should be pouved 
out for blood, to the end of time ? We cannot believe 
tMa; and many of the most eminent Chtiatians and bib- 
lical scholara of all denominations, wiio have written on 
the subject, some of whom believe in the necessity of the 
Death Penalty, entertain the same views ; assuring us 
that this test does not afford that snpport to the punish- 
ment of death, that Christians so generally ascribe to 
it, as will more fully appear in what follows. 

TWELVE DIFFERENT TEANSLATIONS, 

We have not jet done with \oah All that we have 
said may appear pla silh to all but nny not be saiiV 
factort/ to all. Toi though Noah lived two thousand 
and five hundred yeaia befjio Ciirnt fi-od's declaration 
to him is the rock on which the Cbiistian plants himself 
in his defense of th# gallows In the year 1843, the 
Rev. George B. Cheever of New \ork lu his reply to 
O'SuUivan's mast«rly production, in favor of the abol- 
ishment of the Death Penalty, calls this text in the ninth 
chapter of Genesis, " the citadel of the argument eom,- 
manding and sweeping the wliole subject." Thousands 
view the test in the same light. Converse with whom we 
will on the subject, and if he be a Christian in favor of 
legal strangulation, whether minister or layman, ho will 
be sure to adduce this test; and though he is driven 
from every other point in the fortress, will retire within 
the precincts of this with an air of the most perfect con- 
fidence that it cannot be taken from him. During the 
past year we have noticed three published sermons and 
many essays and articles in religious journals of our 
land, in favor of the Punishment of Death, and in each, 
the foundation of the argument was God's declaration 
to Noah. 
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Now, we belicTe the Eiliio. Wo bDlieve that it con- 
tains a pure and exalted morality; that it inculcates the 
most ennobliug ideas of human duty, of G-od and the 
immortal world. There is no man who has a more 
sacred reverence for this " hook of books," — the greatest 
gift of God to man — than the author of these pages. 
But this is not all. We not only entertain a high opin- 
ion and strong affection for the Bihle but we strive, 
above ail things, to understand its true teachings Un- 
derntandeit thou what thou readest? '' is au impoitant 
injunction, which it would he well foi all Christians to 
keep in mind, in the perusal of the divine wild lecause 
a bare reverence for the Scriptures is not enough ihey 
will he of little service to us if we do not compiehend 
their teachings. 

With reference to the test under consideration, we 
have given several reasons why we cannot believe that 
God designed the deciaration it contains as a law de- 
manding the blood of the offender, and reaching down to 
the end of time. But there are more and weightier rea- 
sons for this conclnsioji — reasons drawn from the text 
itself. In the first place, let me say that this verse has 
had twelve different ^amslations, all by learned Christian 
men. Some of these translations favor the Death Pen- 
alty, and some oppose it, as wo shall see bye-and-byc. 
But let IS put the reasonable question here, whether it 
is probable that Almighty G-od would have left a matter 
of so much importance, resting upon a single line of 
Hebrew — ^and that line of Hebrew so ambiguous as that 
twelve different Christian men, of equal sincerity and 
learning, give it as many renderings? The Christian 
says that this text is his "impregnable foundation;" and 
yet, if he is a Hebrew scholar, he dare not stand up in 
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a company of sctolars anil aiErm that he ia sun of ils 
meanivg. 

THE TKUE MEANING AND DESION OP THE TEXT. 

We have now arrived at the proper place in our inves- 
tigations, to give wtat wo helieve to he the true meaning 
of this deoiaration. The writer of these pages is not a 
Calvinist theologically, but reapectiog the intent of this 
text, his views are perfectly in harmony with those of the 
great Uenevan Calvin says, that to render it "by man," 
is a "forced construction ;" — that the following is a bet- 
ter translation " Whoso sbeddeth the blood of man, his 
blood will be shed ;" making the rendering, not in the 
form of a ccmimand, but dentmnaloiy, and describing 
prophetically what ia the natural consequence of bloody 
deeds. The declaration was a genera! one, and never 
designed for literal, particular and universal application, 
Christ used nearly the same form of expression and with 
reference to the same subject, when he reproved the 
hasty Peter who was about to commit an act of violence, 
in defense of his Master: "All they that take the sword 
«Aa/? perish with the sword."* How positive, hovi uni- 
versal, is the sense of this declaration when understood 
literally. And yet no one oan believe that Christ de- 
signed to teach that Capital Punishment should be in- 
flicted with the sword on all who use it. He meant only 
that "a violent life is apt to close with a violent death." 
Again, John says : " He that killeth with the sword, 
mv.1t be killed with the aword."f How emphatic is this 
expression, and yet, the meaning ia, simply, that they 
who contend in battle, are likely, on both aides, sooner 
or later, to become aaeriflees to their mutual animosities. 
So of the declaration to Noah. When G-od spake these 

' M«ttliew 'J6: 57. + RiivtMion IS^ UK 
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words the ark had rested upon the mountain; and Moat 
and aJl his family walked forth upon the green earth, 
for tte waters had ahated. Then God estahliahed his 
covenant; and gave the precious promise that "summer 
and winter, aeed-time and harvest," should never cease. 
Then the bow spanned the heavens, as a token which 
should remain perpetually, of the love and constancy of 
the Father, and of his declaration that the earti should 
never again be destroyed by a deluge. 

And Gtid said to Koah: " And the fear of you shall be 
upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of 
the air; upon all that m.OYe upon the earth, and upon all 
the fishes of the sea , info your hand are they delivered. 
Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you ; 
even as the grepn herb, have I given you all things. 
But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood there 
of, shall ye not eat And surely your blood of your 
lives will I lequiro At the hand of every beast will I 
require it, and at the .hand of every man ; at the hand of 
every man's brother will I require the life of man. 
Whoso aheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be 

Great stress is usually laid upon the word '^sJiaU" in 
this text. "By man SHALL his blood he shed," as if the 
declaration was intperalive. Bat this same auxilliary is 
employed in this same connection where the meaning 
cannot be imperative. " Eoery movim,g thing thai liveth 
SHALL BE meat for you."* CaterpilSers, spiders and 
rattlesnakes " live " and "move;" so that if this test is 
to be taken in its literal and imperative sense, all men are 
doomed to subsist upon these poisonous insects and rep- 
tiles. Do you say this instruction was limited to the He- 
brews, and designedonly to regulate their piractices in diet? 

* 3ta tliird verse. 

10 
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tjiea, on the same grounds, we can limit the instruetioa 
of the sixth Terse to the Hehrews, iind saj that only they 
ehoiiid pour out blood for hlood. But this was not the 
design of the test. " Bloody and deceitful iaen sltall iwi 
live out half their days."* Here ia the aame imperative 
form; but the sense is not Imporative. The ■ instruction 
Is general, and the same as that contained in the declar- 
ation to Noah, teaching us that " violence begets vio- 
lence." Again, it ia declared that "the wicked shall do 
wickedly, and none of the wicked shall under5tand."t If 
we take this in an imperative sense, then it contains a 
Minmand to sin and not to understand the trutli. So in 
the declwation of Christ to Peter, " They that take the 
sword, shall perish by the sword," the same imperative 
form occurs, and yet wc know the declaration was not 
imperative. A better rendering would have been, " They 
that take the sword will perish by the sword," which is 
the sense, as we have seen, in which Calvin gives the 
phrase " shall be shed," in the declaration to Noah, not- 
withstanding he was both theoretically and practically in 
favor of Capital Punishment, especially by burning.^ 

TEBTIMONY OP LEARNED MEN. — TRUE THAN SLAT ION. 

The views we have now taken of this subject are sus- 
tained by some of the leading spirits in every age of the 
Christian Church. Even three hundred years before 
Christ, we find the Seventy -Two learned Jews of Alexan- 
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dria, in tranBiatiiig their Hebrew Scriptures into Greek, 
omitting the words "by man." They gave the text as 
they understood it, merely as indicating the natural eon- 
HeqlifenceB of violence. Now, is it not probable that they 
Tlnderstood the teachings of their own Soripturca, as cor- 
rectly aa we at this late day; and as they were probably 
in favor of the law of "life for life," is it not reasonable 
to suppose that they would have employed this declara- 
tion to support the practice, if they could kave done bo 
without violating the text? And yet they have it, when 
literally rendered, as follows: "Whoso ahoddeth man's 
blood, for his blood, (i. e. the blood of the slain,) will have 
his own abed." 

Not only the Septuagint, but Wickliffe and the Vul- 
gate omit the words " by man." The Samaritan version 
has it: "For the man his blood will be shed." While 
the Latin version has it : " Whoso aheddeth human blood, 
his blood will bo shed." Martini's Italian version has 
it: ," Whoso sheds human blood, his blood will be shed," 
not mentioning the instrument by which the bloody 
work will be accomplished, and like the others, giving 
the i^entraZ form. "The French Bible in common use, 
and which is distributed by our Bible sooietiea, has it: 
■■Who will abed the blood of man m man, his blood will 
be poured out;' making the 'beth-adam' of the He- 
brew to refer to the mode of the first life-taking, and not 
to the agent in the second. Swedenborg also renders it: 
'He who sheds the blood of man in man, his blood shall 
be shed' — placing the comma after 'in man,' as in the 
French. Paschal quotes it; 'Whoso sheddeth human 
blood, hia blood will bo shed;' and adds— ' This general 
prohibition takes from man all power over the life of 
man.' Cahen, the director of the Hebrew school in 
Paris, who not long since published a new version of the 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



116 THE BIBLE AaOUMBNT CONTIHOED. 

Old Testament, also nses the future indicative, ' will Iw 
shed.'" 

A writer in the Democratic Review,^ giyes a learned 
criticism, showing tho obscurity of our common transla- 
tion, and what has to he assumed by tlie translators to 
give tte text the form and signification with which it is 
clothed as it cornea to us. He says ; 

"Although the question is one of criticism, it may, 
towever, be made plain enough to the unlearned, as well 
as to the more sebQlavly reader. What is the literal 
rendering of the Hebrew of the sixth verse of Genesis, 
ii ? This is the first question. Simply this ; ' Shed- 
ding blood of man in man his (or its) blood will be 
sted.' No one will dispute this. Now, in order to con- 
vert this into the common English version, three things 
have to be awwmed on the strength of some right or 
authority," which, wterever it may reside, it is very cer- 
tain does not belong to the Hebrew itself. Namely: 
Ist. The jpariiciple ' shedding,' is not only made per- 
sonal and masculine, but it is confined to the person- 
al and masculine sense, in the words ' whoso sheddeth.' 
2nd. The verb, which in tho original is the simple future 
tense, so as to be rendered in Latin effunditar, and in 
English 'will be shed,' must receive an imperative sense 
so as to be read 'shall be shed.' And 3dly. The expres- 
sion which is literally 'in man,' in the original, must be 
made to denote agency, by selecting and assigning to the 
preposition employed, only one of its various meanings, 
so as to be converted into 'by man.' It is only after 
the performance of this triple process that the original 
Hebrew (of which we have given above a literal render- 
ing) becomes translated, or rather transformed, into the 
common English reading of onr Bible. 

* Mareb, 18J3: pigo 228. 
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" Respecting the future form of the varh., however, we 
deny moat emphatically that our opponents have any 
right or reason to claim for it any necessary imperaiiw 
force. Do they deny the fact ? No. But they say, as 
there is no third person imperatlm in the Hebrew, the fit- 
ture has to be used when it is desired to espreaa that sense. 
The word may, undoubtedly, he so rendered if we choose, 
but it is not necessary to do it 80. Because the future 
form may sometimes be rendered imperatively, must it al- 
ways be? Are may a,uA nimt identical? For one in- 
stance of the imjierative, ten can be pointed to, of the sim- 
ple and proper future tense 

" Our position on this point cannot be shaken ; no 
scholar, no candid reasoner, can dispute it — namely, that 
there is not necessarily anything imperative in the use of 
the Hebrew verb here used, and that it may as well he 
rendered 'ivill be shed,' (denunciatory or declaratory) — 
or 'may be shed,' (permissively.) To give it the imperative 
sense, and then claim our obedience as a command, is not 
only to beg the whole question, but even imperadvely to 
clothe in the garb of divine authority, that which is the 
mere impoiture of human assumption. The present nppii- 
cation of it may be fairly compared to an act of forging 
a sovereign's signet to a death-warrant," 

Le Clero, who is excellent authority, also tells us that 
the translation "ciy man," should have been '■'■among 
men." " "Whoso shoddett man's blood, his blood will be 
shed among men," " This is the natural consequence of 
bloody deeds." He adds; " Homicides suffer a retribu- 
tive punishment for their crime, whether they fall into 
the hands of the law, or by the providence of God, they 
generally perish by some violent death." 

Professor T, C. Upham,* of Bowdoin College, Maine, 
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one of tliQ first Hebrew scholars in the country, says, 
fliat " the passage may be read, ' Wlioso sUeddeth man's 
blood, by man will hia blood be shed.' " He adds that 
the expressions are " obviously not to be understood as a 
command, authoiizing and requiring every one, by his 
own act, and in his own person, to put to death any and 
every other individual who has been guilty of murder. 
Such au interpretation would fill the world with violence 
and confusion." He also says: " We regard it as mere- 
ly expressive of a great retributive fact in nature, and in 
the overruling providence of God, that he who designedly 
and wickedly takes human life shall, assuredly, in some 
way or other, meet with severe punishment, and will 
probably come to a violent eiid.""[" 

" The mark of Cain is stamped upon murderers, and 
Ihey are lost and ruined men, even if the civil mag- 
istrate does not touch them. All nature frowns upon 
them ; the very stones cry out ; some perish by quarrels 

drowned ; some are put to death by their fellow men from 
feelings of revenge; some are killed in war; some put 
themselves to death by violent means; some die of pure 
remorse and anguish of spirit ; and, in one way or other, 
as sure as there is a God in heaven, who requires the 
blood they have shed at their hands, they all, sooner or 
later, come to a miserable end." 

Never were truer words than these, or more in harmo- 
ny with the express declarations of heaven. "God is not 
mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth that shall he also 
reap." The history of the world from the beginning at- 
tests to the truth of this declaration. Many facts that 
have come under our own observation, and others drawn 
from history, both sacred and profane, might be given in 

f Manual of Fohoo, paga 219. 
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illnstratiou, had we space. Read the Old Testament his- 
tory, and mark the courso and end of cruel and blood- 
thirsty kings and others, and you will be astonished to 
find how large a number died of violent deaths; and, 
therefore, how true is the declaration, " Whoao sheddeth 
man's blood, hy man will his blood be shed." 

In iltuEtration of this general tiuth, Rev. Mr, Spear, of 
Boston, in his Ea«aya on the Death Penalty, gives a 
Striking account taken tiom ■4ome English work, of the 
murder of an exciseman on the southern coast of Eng- 
land, "that was haibiiously beaten to death in the pres- 
ence of his wife and children who were deterred from 
giving a,ny alarm by two of the gang, who stood oyer 
them with a pistol at each of their heads," This was 
seventy years ago. "The government offered a large 
reward for the apprehension of the murderers, but no 
tidings were obtained of them for twenty-five years. At 
about that time the miniatei ot Symington Church was 
Bent for by a man on his death-bed, and this man oon- 
fesaed that he was the thirtieth man of the gang who had 
murdered Bursey that he stood watch at the garden 
wicket, between the house and the road, to give the 
alarm, if needful, hut had no further active hand in the 
jniirder ; that the othi,r twenty nine had everi/ one died a 
violent death; — some by fire, shipwieck, battle, frays with 
their companions in crimes, oi tome other means, so that 
of the whole- thirtj , no one hut himaelf had a chance to 
die in their beds oi at then homes. At the time of his 
confession, the writoi was in the neighborhood of Sym- 
ington, and had the facts from the miniatar who re- 
ceived the dying man's confession," 

Such are the proofs we are able to adduce to support 
the views advanced eoneerning the tEue meaning and in- 
tent of this declaration to Noah. 
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We would add here, tb.at many critiea ontitlod to equal 
credit for learaing and piety, with those we have men- 
tioned, translate the words "whoso," referring toman, by 
the term whatsoeoeT, referring to the heast; and contend 
that the declaration is not that the blood of man shall be 
shed for the crime of killing, but that man shall destroy 
the beast who kills. Michaelis renders it; " Whatsoever 
shcddeth man's blood, his blood shall be slied." Rev. E. 
H. Ohapin,* in a series of lectures in Boston, a few years 
ago, on the Death Penalty, takes this view of the passage : 
" I am inclined to the opinion," says he, " that we find 
the true meaning of this text in the translation, ' What- 
soever sheddeth man's blood, by man shall its blood 
be shed.' This translation is well authorized and sup- 
ported. Thus rendered, it extends the sanctity of hu- 
man life, even to the lieast, and accords with the 
context. " And surely your blood of your lives will I 
require ; at the hand of ever;/ man; at the hand of every 
man's brother will I require the life of man. Whatso- 
ever sheddeth man's blood, by man shall its blood be 
shed, for in the image of God made he man." .... 
" The great idea inculcated here, is the saeredness of the 
mysterious principk of life. Even in the beast it was to 
be respected ; the life thereof, which is the blood, was 
not to be eaten. But should the beast violate that prin- 
ciple of life iu man, by shedding his blood, man was to 
shed the blood of the beast, in order to demonstrate the 
sanctity of that which was w,ade in the image, of God." 
But, says God, "at the hand of every man's brother, 
will i," not shall mam— not shall a court of jMSfice— but 
"will /require the life of man." 

"The penalty, here," continues Mr. Chapin, "is not 
with miara, but with God, .... for in the case of man's 

* An eminent UniverSBliet olergymftQ of Kew York oity. 
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murder, not only is the saiired principle of life violated, 
but tte image of God in man is desecrated," 

Tliere is reason in this interpretation.. God required 
the life of Ahel at the hand of Cain, for Cain had dese- 
crated the image of God, and violated the principle of Ufa 
in his hrothei-. Still Cain was not executed, for this wiis 
not the kind of requital that God demanded, as it would 
have been but a repetition of the offense — a desecration of 
ji other imagi and a violatinn of another life The 
muderer was called to an acco mt ind tht, I ord settlel 
it with him in hi& own way So he loes with every one 
who violates his ima^e in man Vengeiince is mine 
siiih the Lor I / will rtpay It is oui business to 
giaid the murdeiei fr m committing greatei depreda 
tion on society b-od will see that his punishment is 
infficiputly spvere Was it not thus with Cam ? In cold 
1 Icod had he wantonly slam a kind heaited bi other with 
out provocation and behold how he sinks in wretched 
ne^s and luin a raiSLrable lagibind and outcast on 
G d s eaith Shunned ind f ji'.aken of all men no won 
der he esoUim My punshracnt is gieater than I can 
beir Surely the way of the tians^ies-^or ii harl 
iiid ihi^e IS NO ra,t to the u.i 7 rd siith my God 
Men e\en Chithti-> aie sometimes inclined to contra 
diet God and say that the wiy of the smnei i« easy 
pleasant and dehghttul whilst the path ot the Mitious 
is hard barren and cheerless And so they would Msit 
the ciiminil with vengeance de&laiing that if there were 
no whips ot prisons or dungeons ci^bbets that there 
would ha no pumsk-mfnt. Ah I how little such persons 
confide in the wisdom and positive (declarations of Him 
who knoweth the condition of all hearts, and who hath 
said, " the wicked are like the troubled sea when it con- 
not rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt." Is there 
11 
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Can the nmcderer iiiii away 
ftora tis own conscience ? Is not his soul like tlie 
troabled sea ? Has he not kindled the fires of hell with- 
in him, which many waters cannot drown ? Is his rest 
upon his pillow sweet, and with a soul overwhelmed in 
guilt, does he not " flee when no man pursueth?" Why, 
then, should Christians entertain this strong desire to 
visit the criminal with Teugeance, and dabble with their own 
fingers ia hia blood, leat he escape a "just recompense of 
reward?" Cannot they fasten him securely with strong 
chains and bolts and bars in his stone prison, and trust 
to Him " who cannot lie," when he affirms that, "though 
hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished?" 
This is the doctrine in which we should educate our 
children, and which we should teach at tiie fire-side, in 
th t t t pi f 1 th p li t t th 
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blood for blood to tbe end flf time, even allowing it the 
common interpretation. It was addressed to no govern- 
ment, but to an individual in tbe early ages of the world. 
God did not bimself regard it. More tban 2200 years of 
tbe world's history passed away before it was enforced; 
and since, in millions of instances, where tbe offender was 
guilty of murder, it was not regaided. It may be a war- 
rant for "the avenger of blood," tbe nearest relative of 
a murdered man, to kill. This is the most that can be 
claimed for it. But let any man attempt to obey that 
custom now, and be would be arrested, convicted, and 
esecuted for murder. 

THE CODE or MOBES. 

But by this time the reader is impatient tn inquire of 
the wi'iter if be has forgotten that God gave a law to 
Moaea ; and if he is not awaro that the principle of the 
declaration, "Whoso sheddeth man's Wood, by man 
shall his blood be sbed," was incorporated into that law, 
and that this law must be still binding on us under tbe 
Christian dispensation, for Christ himself said, "Think 
not that I am come to destroy tbe law or the prophets ; 
I am come not to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from tbe law till all be fulfilled."* 

We are not unaware of tbe existence of tbe Levitieal 
code, and are ready to grant that the Death Penalty was 
clearly embodied in its demands. But our questioner 
would do well to notice that it required life for other 
crimes beside that of murder. Let bim examine tbe fol- 
lowing catalogue of offenses, all of which were recognized 
as capital, and punished with death by the law of Moscis, 
and then answer if. every "jot and tittle" of that law is stjli 

' Matthew 5: 18. 
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binding on Christians in the middle of the Nineteenth 
Century. It was carefully prepared by Mr, Spear of 
Boston, who in introducing it into his " Essays on the 
Death Penalty," says ; " It is remarkable that ao writer 
with whom we have met has performed this labor. We 
feel that it will do more to settle the question of its adop- 
tion by any ciYilized community than all other consid- 
erations." 

CAPITAL OFFENSES IN THE MOSAIC CODE. 

Murder, Exodus, sxi. 12 

Kidnapping, " " 16 

Eating leavened bread during the Paasovor, " xii. 15 
Suffering an unruly ox to be at liberty, if he kill; 

the ox also to be stoned, . . . . " xxi. 20 

Witchcraft, " xxii. IS 

BeaBtiality, the beast put to death, . . " " 19 

Idolatry " "20 

Oppression of Widow and Fatherless, . . " " 22 
Compounding holy ointment, or putting it on any 

stranger, ......." "33 

Violation of the Sabbath, ... . " xxxi. 14 

Smiting of father or mother, ..." xxi. 15 

Sodomy. ....... Lev, sx- 13 

Eating the flesh of the sacriflce of peace-offer- 
ings wlthuncleanness, . . . . " vii. 20 

Eating the fat of offered beasts, . . , " "25 

Eating any manner of blood, ..." "27 

Offering children to Moloch, ..." xx. 2 

Eating a saonfice of peace-offering, , . " xix. 8 

Screening the idolater, .... " xx. 4 

Goingafter familiar spirits and wizards, . " " 6 
Adultery, [both parties, if female married, and 

not a bond-maid,] ,..,," "10 

Incest, [three kinds,] .... " i. n 

Cursing of parents, " "9 

Unchastity in a priest's daughter, . . " xxi. g 
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Blasphemy, Lev. xiv. 16 

Stranger coming nigh the tabernacle, . Numberu i. 51 
Coming nightlie priest's office, . . , '' iii. 10 
Usurping the sacerdotal functions, . , " iv. 20 
Forbearing to keep the paaaover, if not jour- 
neying, " k. 13 

Presumptioii, or despising the word of the Lord, " xv. 30 
Undeanness, or defiling the sanctuary of the 

Lord, , " xix. 13 

False pretension to the character of a divine 

messenger, ..... Deut. xiii. 5 
Opposition to the decree of the highest judic- 
ial authority, " xvii. 12 

Unchastity before marria^-e when charo-ed by 

a husband, , 1 

Here is the Le t 1 t 1 ^ f ff n p h hi 
with death hy the 1 w f M T th d y 

whose hearts are ht d]"ytlig fCht d 

who, therefore, p ty tli f i d w Id d 

not " destroy mei 1 1 1 k d k d 1 Th 

thunderings of 8 h d t — k an 1 1 ght 

ning, and mutter g twth m Idwthtf 
fol demands. Adthmd fkll d blw 
equally cruel. jS -g d t! d — ft w 1 d 

capifalion, iaimng d i g I t d iiefi 

were the methods 

We have prese ted th d th d t 1 th t th 

objector, especially th (7ft h hi t wh 
iMtingly harping on the leqmaitions of God a law, 
and the necessity of our walking " by the light of that 
law," may know just what it ia, what it demands, what 
amount of light there really is in it, and whether it is 
binding on us upon whom the "sun of righteousness has 
arisen with healing in his beams." 

Now, if the Christian stickler for the gallowB eontends 
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tliat Ch-vifit did not abrogate "one jot or tittle" of the 
foregoing code, but came to render it positively more 
binding, tben it comes to us entire, and we, aa the fol- 
lowers of Christ, are under the neeessity of taking it to 
our hearts as it is, and of making it the law of the land 
ia which we chance to reside, whether it be in a highly 
ciTiJiEed society, or among barbarians. We contend that 
this is the only alternative. There is no other. Do you 
flay that the arimiiial law of Moses was sanctioned by 
Christ, and ia still binding on society? then we say you 
must take the euiire law. "He that smiteth father or 
mother shall sureh/ be put to death."* This ia the declar- 
ation of Moses. Incorporate it into your own penal 
code, and you must do it if you are a follower of Mosea, 
"He that curaeth father or mother shall surely be put to 
deaih."f So says the Levitical law. "He that stealeth 
a man and selletb him, or if he be found in his hand, 
»hall s,urdy heput to death."'l This ia the demand of the 
Mosaic code. It also required the life of the offender 
for kindling a fire, or gathering sticks on the Sabbath. 
Is not this law, "one jot or tittle" yet abrogated? Then 
blot out the penal code of your own statute book and 
inscribe this in its place. " Ye shall not afSict any wid- 
ow or fatherless child. If thou afflict them in anywise, 
and they cry at all unto me, I will aurely hear their cry, 
and my wrath shall was hot, and I will kill you with the 
sword ; and your wives shall be widows, and ^our children 
fatherless." I ] Take care, fellow Christian; you are in 
danger, if this declaration reaches to our time. How 
many hard-hearted, cruel men— yea, Christian men, if a 
strict obaervanoe of the rites and ceremoniea of religion 
will make them ao— are ardent supporters of the gallows 

•EiQdu321: 15. tlbid21:17. 

IJbid21:16. I Ibid 21; 2i— 25. 
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for wMwdec, on the ground that the law of God demands 
life for life, while they themselves, "afBiot the widow and 
fatherless," trample upon their rights, and rob them of 
their lawful patrimony, and never dream that they have 
violated the same law, and are, therefore, worthy of the 
halter. " Thon shalt give life for life, eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burning for 
hnrning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe." So said 
Moses, fifteen hundred years before Christ, and so should 
the Christian minister, and the Christian Church in the 
middle of the nineteenth century declare, if not one "jot 
or tittle " of the Levitical law is abrogated. 

Here, then, is the unavoidable position of the man 
who upholds the Death Penalty, on the ground that 
the law of Moses sanctioned it. He must take the entire 
law. Go back to Moses, then, if you toili, fellow Chris- 
tian, and at the foot of the thundering Sinai, plant your- 
self on that old code, and plead for the continuance of 
the gallows, on its ' authority ; but remember that you 
must use it on other criminals beside the murderer. You 
must write down in your statute book: " Death for him 
who violates the Sabbath; and for him. who profanes the 
name of God ; and for him who afSiets the widow or fath- 
erless; and for him who desearatetii the sanctuary of 
God; and for him who goeth after any God but the true 
God ; and for him who communeth with a fomiliar 
spirit." Let all this be written down in the penal codes 
of our States, as it must be, if not "one jot or tittle" of 
the law is abrogated, and it would probably bring our 
Christian people, who are so great sticklers for that law, 
to their senses. 

The opposer may say, now, that so mu6h as demands 
death for the murderer is binding, and no more. But what 
riyht hr.ve you to say this? By what rule of propriety 
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or reason, can you select from the code of Mosea, what- 
ever your whim may choose to dictate, and throw the rest 
away? Did you not, just now, quote from Christ, "Verily 
I say unto jou, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise jjass from the law till all be ful- 
filled ?" On the same ground that you can dispense with 
a pirt of the law, we can dispense with the whole. 

It will be seen bj the foregoing catalogue, that the 
Mosaic code contained thirty-four capital offenses. The 
opposer strikes off thirfy-iliree without hesitation, as not 
binding, and retains the remaining one as binding. 

Having presented the demands of the Levitical law, 
and shown pretty conelusively, we think, that it must he 
surrendered by the opposer as untenable, not affording 
any just grounds of argument for the gallows, it becomes 
necessary, to a full understanding of the subject, that a 
word of esplanation be offered to harmonize what may 
appear to the casual or thoughtless reader, as a contra- 
diction in the teachings of Christ, concerning the Mosaic 
law; he declaring on some occasions, that ho was "the 
end of the law," and on others, that he "came not to de- 
stroy but to fulfil it." 

It may be well to notice here, an error into which 
many Christians — some of them intelligent Christiana — 
sometimes fall, viz : they not unfrequently confound the 
declaration to Noah, with the Levitical law, thinking 
that they are one and the snme. This is a mistake. 
The covenant was made with JJoah, as we have seen, in 
the year of the world 1657 ; but the decalogue, or ten 
commandments, and the general laws for the regulation 
of the Hebrews under Moses, were not given till the year 
of the world, 2513, or nearly a thousand years after the 
ark rested upon the mountain, and the bow spanned the 
heavens, in token of the covenant with every living thing. 
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To reooneile the apparent coatradiction to wBieb we 
li-ave iiUuded, it is necessary to understand ttat the la-w 
of Moses was not a unit, embracing but a single design, 
but was rather threefold in its nature and application, 
and wa3 divided ia the following order, viz: the Moral, 
the Penal, and the Ceremonial; the first embracing the ten 
commandments, written on the tables of atone; the 
eecond relating to penal jurisprudence, or the puaialiment 
of crime; and the third relating to the rtVes and cereTfio- 
ntes connected with the Jewish worship. 

Now, the MORAL LAW of G-od can never be annulled. 
It is founded in justice and the nature of things, and can 
no more be abrogated than the centripetal and centrifu- 
gal forces, which regulate the courses of the heavenly- 
bodies. In the decalogue, idolatry, profanity, blasphe- 
my, profanation of the Sabbath, disobedience to parents, 
ing human life, the cultivation of revengeful pas- 
is, drunkenness, gluttony, slothfulness, 
.tition, mortifications, self-denials, adultery, theft, 
cheating, withholding of men's rights, rapine, robbery, 
murder, perjury, covetousness, and every conceivable 
wrong and injustice are condemned and forbidden. Not 
in BO many words, it is true, but really in the application 
of the principles involved in the decalogue. And why 
are they forbidden, and why are the principles involved 
in the decalogue eternal ? Because sin ia the worst 
enemy of man ; and because an adherence to the moral 
law of Him who is infinite in wisdom, will protect man 
from this subtle enemy, and guard him safely in the 
ways of virtue, and therefore in the way of happiness. 
"Thou shalt not kill." "Thou shalt not steal." "Thou 
shalt not commit adultery." " Thou shalt not bear false 
witness against thy neighbor." And why not? Because 
these acts are in tJw-ir nature unjust; and wrong, because 
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they are unjust. Millions of men and women believe 
that they can violate tKese moral commandments, and 
Buffer no unhappy consequenoea. But how false and 
fallacious this hope. G-od'a law, whether it regulates the 
materia! or the spiritual, oanaot he violated with impuni- 
ty. Can a man bury himself in the sea and not drown ? 
otthrowhimself upon the flames and not burn? Neither 
can he become a thief, or robber, or drunkard, or liar, or 
debauchee, and not suiFer the wretched conseqnencea. 

The moral law of God, then, still remains. It is yet 
in full force. Christianity abrogates no moral duty, hut 
it defiaea all duty more clearly, sanctions it, and strength- 
ens its hold upon the affections of the human soul. The 
oommandment, "Thou ihalt not kill" was proclaimed 
anew by Christ, in ibt declaration, "Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." There ia not a principle of moral 
duty embraced in the decalogue which was not adopted 
and reiterated again and again by Christ and his apostles. 
Now, it was to this fact — the fact that bo came not to 
release men from any moral obligation imposed by the 
Scriptures, which God had previously given, and also to 
the fact that all the types and shadows of the ancient 
law were fulfilled in him^that Christ referred to when he 
said: "Think not that I am come to destroy the law or 
the prophets. I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 
For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no-wiae pass from the law till all 
be fulfilled." Did he mean to include the jaenct? and cere- 
monial in this declaration? Not at all. For he imme- 
diately adds; "Whosoever, therefore, shall break one of 
tliese hast coimnandmenls, and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called the least in the kingdom of heaven ; but whoso- 
evei shall do, and teach iheni, the same shall be called 
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great in the kingdom of lieayen. For I say unto you, 
that eseept jour righleoiisness ehall esceed the righteoua- 
nees of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case 
enter into th,e kingdom of heaven." 

Here he alludes only to the moral law of the Jews, 
which he sanctions, enforcing every "jot and tittle" of its 
demands, and concludes the declaration hy asserting, 
that except the righteouaaeas of those to whom he ad- 
dressed himself, exceed the righteousness of those under 
the law, they could in no case enter into his Qoapei or 
heavenly kingdom — a kingdom of righteousness, peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost, which he oame to set up and 
eBtabliali in the earth. Thus teaehing the superiority of 
h.is reli^on. In his " kingdom," as we have aeen, no 
hatred or revenge could he admitted, but only love. 
^' Love is the fuljilUng of t!ie law;" "Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbor." Plainly, then, it was concerning the 
mofal law that ho made the declaration under consid- 
eration. 

We have said that the moral law of God is founded on 
fixed principles, and cannot, therefore, be abrogated or 
changed, but is eternal. But can ttis he affirmed of the 
criminal code of any nation or age? Is it immutable? 
We have seen what was the code of Moses, and how the 
Hebrews were punished for violating its requirements. 
If a man was found gathering sticks on Sunday, he was 
■ stoned to death. Was that law eternal? The wilful, 
disobedient son was killed. Was the law that required 
his death eternal? Not at all. All this may have been 
best for the rude, uncultivated condition of the early 
Jews, but pot for us living under the noon-daj light of 
the Sun of Righteousness. God did not design the 
penal code of Moses for us. Our education, habits of 
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thought, customs, means for securing and instructing 
the criminal, are all far in advance of those of oldon 
time. The command of God to Abraham, was that he 
should sacrifice tis son Isaac. But this command ex- 
tends neither to the author nor the reader of this book. 
It was temporary, and ended with Abraham, and the 
circumstances under which he acted. 

So with the penal code of Moses. It was temporary. 
It demanded of the Hebrews, "eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, blow for blow, life fof life." But Chi-ist said, aa 
we have seen, (and he uttered these divine words in the 
very sermon where he made the declaration, "I am not 
como to destroy, biit to fidfii"') "Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth; 
but I say unto you that ye resist not evil ; but whosoever 
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. Te have heard that it hath been said, thou 
sbalt love thy neighbor and hate thy enemy; hut I say 
unto you, love your enemies, bless them that carae 
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you and persecute you." Here 
the spirit of retaliation and vengeance of the old law was 
forever abrogated, and it was the very first work of Christ, 
According to that law, adultery was a capital crime. 
Death by atoning was the awful penalty; but did Jesi^ 
inflict it when the persecuting Jews endeavored to en- 
snare him into an act that wouid condemn the great 
doctrine of love and good-will which he had taught ? 
By no means. Look at the course of that lowly Being. 
"And the Scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a 
woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in 
the midst, they said unto him: Master, this woman was 
taken in adultery, in the very act. Now, Moses, in th^e 
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law commanded us that such should be atoned,* but 
what sayeat thou? This they said, tempting him, tliat 
they might have to accuse iim. But Jesus stooped 
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as tho' 
he heard them not. So when they continued asking 
him, he lifted up himself and said unto them: He that 
is-without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at 
her. And they which heard it, being convicted by 
their own consciences, went out one by on 
ih« eldest, even unto the last, and Jesus b 
and the woman in the midst. When Jes 
up himself a 

her, Woman, where are those thine j 
man condemned thee? She said, No i 
Jesus said unto her: Neither do I con 
sin no more." How perfectly in harmony ^ 
inga of Jeaua with this 
spirit of his divine precepts. He had abrogated the law 
of Mosea in his sermon on the mount, and taught kind- 
ness for those who were out of the way ; and now, by 
his own act ho condemns that law, and shows the miser- 
able offender pity and foi(,ivone^i. But would he have 
done this if the Mosaic law wa'< designed for all lime ? 

Is the reader still m doubt respecting the abrogation 
of the judicial and ceremjnial law of Moses by Christ? 
If so, we would reter him to Paul who seemed to under- 
stand the nature of the question perfectly. He says to 
the Hebrews: "The days ecme saith tlie Lord, when I 
will make a new uneiani with the house of Israel, and 

* Tbe Jew 
lows : The aa 
scaffold, t 

"nith , 

i; but if she w 

. daahed it upon horbreaat, which, geaerally, w. 

ishing touch.— Dk. Adam CiAEKe. 
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witli the house of Judah ; not according to the covenant 
■which I made with their fathers, in the day when I took 
them by the hand and led them out of the land of Egypt ; 
because they continued not in mj covenant, and I regard- 
ed them not, aaith the Lord. For this is tlie covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel, after those 
days, saith the Lord : I will put iny law» into their mwida, 
Q/nd write thein m their hearts; and I will be to them a €lod 
<md they ihall be to me a people . . . for Iwill bemerciful 
to their uatrighteotisness, and their sins and their iniqidtiei 
ioiU I remember no 'more. In that lie saith a new cove- 
nant, he hath made the first old. Aojo that which de- 
cayeth and waxeih old is ready to vanish away."* "For 
the priesthood being changed, there is inade, of necessity, a 
change also of the law. For there is verily a disamwlling of 
the commandment going before for the weakness and unjprofi- 
tableness then-eof'-f Christ, also, affirmed, saying: " The 
law and tlie prophets were until John; since that lime 
the kingdom of God is pre<tched."X And to make as- 
surance doubly sure, we would say that Calmet, whose 
learning and orthodoxy, no one will question, remarks 
that, "The law of Moaea la anperaeded or abrogated by 
the Goapel, Since th« death of the Messiah, the legal 
ceremonies are of no longer ohligafym." He also says ; 
"When wo say that the Gospel has rescued us from tlie 
yoke of the law, we understand only the appointments 
of the ceremonial and judicial law ; not those moral 
precepts, whose obligation is indispensable, and whose 
observation is much more perfect, and extensive, en- 
forced, under the law of grace, than it was under the 
old law."|i 

Thus have we seen that there are no instructioas ot 

« Hebrews 8 : 8—13. f Hebrews 7. X Lnko 19: 18. 
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commandineiits in all the Bible, that stand in the way 
of the abolishnieiit of the Death Penalty, The judicial 
law of Moses, like all criminal enactmenta, and political 
institutions, was designed for a particular people, in a 
particular age, and was, therefore, temporary, and not to 
be compared with " the good things to come," under the 
Gospel dispensation. It passed away when Christianity 
was introduced. Jesus was the " end of the law ;" and 
he, by his teachings and examples, not only abrogated 
and condemned the law of Moses, and utterly forbid all 
retaliation and vengeance toward those who are out of 
the way, but, as we have seen, actually demanded of his 
followers, kindness and mercy toward them. And think 
of it as we may, my brother ia Christ, this is what the 
"law of Jesus " requires o^ you, if you have entered his 
kingdom, and are, therefore, confessedly, a sabjeet of his 
government. His religion is a religion of love. All 
the priests, and ordinances, and types, and symbols of the 
Law and the Proplieta were fulfilled in him. " The 
Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet from the 
midst of thee, of thy brethren like unto me ; wito him ye 
ihaXl hearken." Jesus came, pronounced the censure of 
condemnation on the retaliatory spirit and vengeance of 
the old covenant, and summed up and enforced all moral 
duty in two great commandments: "Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind ; this is the first and great com- 
mandment ; and the second is like unto it ; Thou shalt 
love THY HEiGHBOR AS THYSELF, On these two com- 
mandments, hang all the law and the prophets." His re- 
ligion, we repeat, then, is emphatically a religion op 
LOVE. If we love our fellow men as we love ourselves, 
how can we strangle the life out of them, or stone or 
crucify them? Let the spirit of the law of love be oai' 
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ricd out in penal enactments, and we sliould hare no 
more use for tke gibbet or hangman. And this is not 
^11. If we eotertained a Chi-istian love for the orimiaal, 
we should not only not kill him, not only do him no in- 
justice or violence, but our benevolence would prompt 
us to do him all the good in our power. If ho is dan- 
gerous when at liberty, lie must be confined; hut when 
once secured, and wholly in our power, all unkindness 
and vengeance are forbidden, and we must labor for the 
instruction and reformation of tte man. Go to Christ, 
contemplate Lis acts toward the sinful, and you will find 
that the obligations of tis henevolenoe are not merely 
jirohibitory — directing us to avoid " working ill" to an- 
other — but inandatory, requiring us to do him good.* 
Many a Christian possesses love enough for the criminal, 
to cause him to refrain from doing him actual violence, 
but not enough to " return good for evil." But to abstain 
from injustice or violence is not enough. The wretched 
sinner is our brother. He is weak, ignorant, it may be, 
at all events, unfortunate. To be Christ-like, we must not 
" destroy," but " save " hira. " Love is the fulfilling of 
the law." But how can we save him if we strangle him 
while in his sins ? 

"Think gently of the erring ! 

Lord let us not forget. 
However darkly stained by ain, 

He is a brotiier yet. 
Heir of the same inheritance ! 

Child of the self-same God, 

He hath stumbled in the patii, 

We have in darkness trod, 

* Tbia autiject ia more fully diaoasaed iu thia ralame under the haad oi! 
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Spsak gently to him, brother. 

Thou yetmay'fit lead hitn back 
With holy words and tones of love 

From misery's thorny track. 
Forget not thou hast often sinned, 

And sinful yet must be; 
Deal gently with the erring one, 

As God has dealt with thee. 



IWM FROM THE CHGISTIAN SCRrFTUaES. 

1. It is objected to the ground we have taken in the 
foregoing, that the Christian Scriptures themselves favor 
thegallowa. Paulaaid: "Let every soul be subject unto 
tte higter powers. For there is no power but of God; 
the powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever, 
therefore, resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of 
God; and they that resist shall receive to themselTcs dam- 
nation. For rulers are not a terror to good works but 
to the evil. Wilt thou, then, not be afraid of the power? 
Do that which is good, and thou shait have praise of the 
same; for he is the minister of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid ; for he bear- 
eth not the sword in vain ; for he is the minister of God, 
a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evii. 
.... Render, therefore, to all their dues; tribute to 
whom tribute is due, custom to whom custom, fear to 
whom fear, honor to whom honor. Owe no man any- 
thing, bnt love one another,"* 

The instruction of the above is simply this : Let 
every man be obedient to the laws of the civil govern- 
ment under which the providence of God has cast his lot. 
The very design of the civil government is to secure the 
order, harmony, defense and happiness of society, and 
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alao the rigtts and liberty of indmduala. No nation or 
people can. esist without government of some kind ; aor 
can it exist with, any degree of security, if individuals to 
any considerable extent trample upon the laws. No 
greater curse can befall a nation than sedition and an- 
archy. Christianity gives no lenity to lawlessness, a fact 
plainly evident from the foregoing address of Paul to the 
Christians in Eome. 

In order to a more full understanding, not only of the 
nature, hut the design of this instruction at that particu- 
lar juncture, and to that particular people, it should he 
known that the Jews had a deeply rooted aversion to any 
government but their own, and had previously manifest- 
ed an uneasy and seditious spirit at Rome ; so that hy 
an edict of the Emperor Claudius they had been banished 
from the city. Paul was anxious, not only to instruct 
the Christians there in the duty of obedience to the civil 
governmeut, but to assure the Romans themselves that 
they need not fear insurrection or sedition from them, 
for their religion positively forbid lawlessness, and en- 
forced obedience to " the powers that be." 

But no one should ever infer from this that Christian- 
ity, in any other way, sanctioned and upheld the cruel, 
extravagant, and unjust laws of the Romans at that time. 
It is one thing to be "subject" to a law, and (juit« 
another and a different thing to approbate the law itself 
with our judgment. We should always endeavor to 
enforce and obey the laws we have, whether they are in 
harmony with our individual sense of justice and expedi- 
ency, or not, for the reason before mentioned, via: the 
necessity of government and the curse of rebellion. But 
this does not preclude another duty, which we owe to 
ourselves and to our country, of equal importance, and 
that is to labor for the repeal of all unjust and unchris- 
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tian Ifl,W8, and the enactment of those in harmony with 
benevolence, and the ttue interests and happiness of 
Society. 

It is recorded that wiion John Hancook* was govetn- 
or of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts seventy-five 
years ago, one "Raohael Whali was hung in Boston for 
highway rohbery. Her offense consisted in twitching 
from the hand of another female, a bonnet, worth, per- 
haps, seventy-five cents, and running off with it. The 
most w^gent applications for lier pardon were tinsucceasful." 
"I mention this," aaya the writer, "not to the dispar^e- 
ment of the governor. He doubtless acted from a sense 
of duty, thinking it best for the communiti/ that the Jaws 
of the land, however frightfully severe, while they were lajos, 
should ie executed." 

Now, this man acted, whether wisely or not, from a 
sense of the importance of the principle involved in the 
instruction of Paul, above mentioned. "Be obedient to 
the powers that be," said governor Hancock. They 
were obedient, and this young girl was executed on Bos- 
ton common, for robbing to the amount of seventy-five 
cents. No man will say that the law which demanded 
the death of that girl for this crime, was a Ghrisiiam law, 
or that Christianity forbid its repeal; on the contrary, 
Christianity demands its repeal. 

" Edward Vaile Brown was hung in Boston, fifty years 
ago, for burglary, committed in the house of Captain 
Osias Goodwin, in Charter street, and stealing therefrom 
sundry articles." 

" Within the same period, a girl of seventeen was hung 
in London, for stealing a silver cream pitcher." 

" Long after the commencement of the present een- 
tnry, eight separate capital lonvutiuns aie recorded on the 

- John Hanooek »tta governor <.£ Mit^aiihu-. tt hum ITSO to 1785. 
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booka of the court of the Old Biiilej, London, as one da^'s 
job of a single tribunal, the culprits being all boys and 
girls between the ages of fen and sixteen, and their ofFeuees 
petty thefts." 

No one will have the hardihood to contend that the 
laws which were ill force in our country and England, 
fifty years ago, were in harmony with the benevolence 
Bnd juBtioe of the Christian religion ; or that the instruc- 
tion of Paul, now under consideration, prohibited a re- 
form. Neither can it be shown that it prohibited a re- 
form in the government or laws of Rome in the days of 
the apostle . 

The truth is, Christ had himself, previously, plainly 
abrogated the principle of "blood for Wood," as we 
have clearly shown, again and again, in this volume, and 
given the law of love as the basis of all penal enact- 
menta. And if the reader will take the trouble of refer- 
ring to the connection in which the foregoing is found, 
Le will there find that Paul enforces the Christian prin- 
eiple in the very verses that follow after what we have 
quoted. After exhorting the Christians to be " subject 
unto the higher powers," he says : " He that hveih anoth- 
er fulflHeth the law; for this, thou shalt not commit adul- 
tery; THOU SHALT NOT kill; thou shalt not Steal; thou 
shalt not hear false witness ; thou shalt not covet; and if 
there be any other eommandment it is briefly compre- 
hended in this saying, viz ; thou sJtaU love thy neighhor as 
thyself. Love woRKETn no ill to his neighbok. 
Therefoee love is the fuliilling of the law."* 

All must perceive that the principle enforced here, is 
perfectly in harmony with the declarations of Christ, 
already examined, and directly opposed to the sanguinary 
tind terribly cruel laws and customs which prevailed in 
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Koine at that time. So that while Pmil exhorted obe- 
dience to the "powers" that esiated, he presented the 
gi-eat moral principle of the Gospel, divine andheautifal, 
as the foundation of all human law. " Thou ahalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself." " Love worketli no ill," 
"Love is the fulfilling of the law." Now, let this princi- 
ple prevail, and it is impossible for the law which requires 
" eye for eye, tooth for tooth, blood for blood," to exist. 
And the reason why nearly all our States are still dis- 
gi-iiced with the gallows, is simply this: we are followers 
of Moses, and not of Christ. 

But it may be said here, that Paul declared that those 
in authority "bear not the sword in \ain;" and that he 
designed to sanction the Death Penalty, as he employed 
this phrase in connection with the declaration, " execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil." In answer to this, we 
reply, first, that the language is not iu the form of appro- 
bation, but it is the simple statement of a fact; and second, 
that the word " sword " was put, not as figurative of the 
execuHuTtei; hut as an emblem of power and authority, 
without reference to any special office.* Thus is the en- 
tire passage in Romans, which is so often quoted to sus- 
tain the code of Moses, shown to be, not only not op- 
posed to the views presented in this volume, but entirely 
in harmony with them. 

2. Agaiu, it is objected, that Paul said, "If I be an 
offender, or have committed anything worthy of death, I 
refuse not to die ; but if there be none of these things 
whereof these accuse me, no man may deliver me unto 
them."f In this, it is said Paul did not oondemn the 
Death Penalty, but rather sanctioned it by declaring hia 
readiness to die, if they could convict him of having 
violated then laws We answer, Paul was under trial 



f A 
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■where his life was at stake; not for killing a man, but 
for other and minor offensea charged on him. Now, if it 
can he shown that he sanctioned Capital Punishment for 
murder, (the crime for which we kill^) because he said he 
refused not to die if he was proven guilty, it can also 
be shown that he sanctioned it for the offenses brought 
against him on that occasion, viz: preaching a new re- 
ligion, and denouncing the unjust and malevolent senti- 
ments and laws of the Jews; for he said he refused not 
to die if they could fix upon him their charges. The truth 
is, the sentiment of this test was ntt«red without refer- 
rence to either the justice or injustice of Capita! Pun- 
ishment. It is simply the language of a man conscious 
of his innooenoe, and with no desire to save his life by 
subterfuges. The question was not, whether Capital 
Punishment was lawful, but whether it was lawful upon 
Mm. He says, I refuse not to die if I am an offender. 
But I am no offender, and therefore you have no right 
to kill me, even if the laws by which you do your bloody 
work are lawful and just. This is the substance of 
Paul's declaration. If it sanctions the Death Penalty at 
all, it sanctions it for all the heralds of the Gospel who 
have the courage to proclaim the truth of God, in the 
face of error and superstition, for this was the head and 
front of the apostle's offending. 

3. Once more. Christ was crucified between two 
ihieves. One of them confessed that his punishment 
was just. Now, because Christ did not then and there 
speak out and oppose the Death Penalty, and protest 
against the punishment of these men as unlawful and 
unjust, it is m/eired that he sanctioned Capital Punish- 
ment. This is a small peg on which to hang men and 
women, we are aware, but as slight as it may appear to 
some who may peruse these pages, it has been euiplby.ed 
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by matiy learned divines and others, as a principal ar- 
gument on which to base the gallows. But wliat folly. 
The account does not affirm that those put to death with 
Christ were nmriierei's, but only (fttejwTH. If then, Christ, by 
hia silence on that occasion, sanctioned Capital Punish- 
ment at ally he sanctioned it for theft. But will the stick- 
lers for the Death Penalty in our day tang. for theft? 
Nor is this all. If Christ, hy his silence, approved the 
punishment of the thieves, he also approved of his own 
punishment, for "asa sheep before his shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth" to assert his own innocence. 
He also approved of that particular mode of death, viz ; 
cmcifiximi; but will the supporters of the Death Penalty, 
in our time, go in for "the cross and nails," for all who 
are worthy of death? The truth is, it was not so much the 
work of Christ to condemn particular institations, as to 
advanoe great truths, scattering tliem like seed, here and 
there, and relying on the natural course of things to se- 
cure the desired harvest. The Gospel he compared to 
" leaven which a woman took and hid in meal till the 
whole was leavened." The principles of religion, like 
the leaven, work silently, but certa,inly, in the hearts of 
men and communities, assimilating the desires and sen- 
timents of the world to their own nature. When hang- 
ing upon the cross it was no time nor place for him to 
condemn the cruel laws of the Jews. It would have 
availed nothing; and, besides, he had previously, in the 
most plain and positive manner, condemned and abrogat- 
ed their judicial covenant, and instituted another, more 
divine and ennobling. If the malefactors who suffered 
with him were worthy of death for theft, how much more 
deserving of this punishment were the guilty murderers 
of the innocent Jesus; and yet that blessed "Lamb of 
God" did not pronounce upon these wicked men any pun- 
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isbment, njueh less the puniBhraent of death, Instead 
of this, the last accents that fell from his lips, were in a 
■prajer to God for the forgiveness of those who were nail- 
ing him to the cross. " Father, fougive them, they 
KNOW s'OT wEat they doI" Well has it been said, that 
" Socrates died like a philosopher, hut Jesus Ohrist like 
a God!" .How can men gaze upon that hlessed heing, 
when thus suspended upon the cross in the awful ago- 
nies of death, and listen to this more than mortal peti- 
tion for the forgiTOuesa of his own murderers— so in har- 
mony with all his teachings, and a whole life of love and 
compassion, and still contend that he sanctioned the 
Death Penalty, heca-ate he failed to denounce it at this 
dreadful hour. Surely, if they have no hotter evidence 
than this, that Christianity sanctions the gallows, their 
cause staads on a precarions foundation. 

The foregoing are the most prominent objections 
drawn from the Christian Scriptures, in favor of Capital 
Punishment, which have come to our notice. The read- 
er will perceive that when examined in the light of reason, 
and other portions of the divine word, they afford the 
gallows no support. Thus is the Bible taken from the 
hands of those who support the Death Penalty, and em- 
ployed as an instrument of abolishment. "Let God be 
true, but every man a liar. 
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CHAPTER X. 
FIFTH REASON FOR ABOLISHMENT. 



Wb liaTe now seen that the Christian Scriptures are 
not in favor of, but are positively opposed to the Peath 
Penalty ; and that for various other reasons which we 
have addueed, it should he abolished by all Christian 
comtaunities and nations. Another important reason 
we have for abolishment is, that it is utterly unnec- 

ESBARY TO PERSONAL OR SOCIAL PaOTECTiON. 

What every good citizen desires is security. When 
traveling, whether it be by railroad or steamboat — in 
carriage or on foot — in the open country or crowded city 
— and when at Lome, about his lawful business, or re- 
posing in slumber at night, he wishes to be protected, 
not from prowling, blood-thirsty beasts, but from men — 
the robber and assassin. Now a special object of penal 
law is to protect him ; and what he asks is the law which 
will the most certainly secure this result. The Death 
Penalty is on the statute book of his State. The gallows 
drinks the blood of its victim every now and then. Still 
he does not feel secure. The law is not enough. Pis- 
13 (145) 
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tola and dirks aie at his side under hia piilow oi in his 
pocket. But notwithstiuding lie posee'^ses. great confi- 
dence in the moral powei oi feingmnaiy laws so be ex- 
claims : "Anniliilate the gdllow& as a tciioi to evil doers 
— abolish til killing foi iime anl thus bay to & desper- 
ado that he may do hia woi^t an J he can escape the 
halter — and would not the lesult be an oveiwhclming 
increase of crime? Would not b!o Dd run like watei and 
all sense of mdiyidu-vl and Bocial aecuiity be banished?" 
This, he sajs is the main jueadon with him when con- 
sidering the subject It is the utthiy of the pillows. 
Just convince him thit bj iboliahing the Deitli Penalty 
you do lot lessen lestidint ind multiply crime— or, in 
othei word** convince him that the gillowa ib nit also- 
Iwfely iwcemi.}}) i the j ( c( Jt of siCWj/— xnd he will 
gladly oonaent to a change 

If the reader occupies this position we would respect- 
iully invite his careful attention to the ff llowing thoughts 
and facts touching the subject for we are not without 
hope that we shill be alio to convince him not only that 
the law which re piies the death of the offpndei iffords 
no more security than impiisonmenfc for life hut •such is 
its praetii,al opeiation that it i" poaitiveiy hss I'^ectnal 
in this respect than the lattei pen'»lty 

He deaiiea to feel that society is piot«cted fiom the 
depredations of the as as in Now we can imagine con- 
ditions of eommunitieB whire the necessity of killing the 
offender mij,ht be pleaded to secuie such piote tion. 
Take, for instance Moaea and tht Israelites when m the 
wilderneaa loumeying fiom Esjypt to the p omised land, 
at the veiv time that the law of death waa it atituted. 
Where were their jails or piisons and other means for 
securing the murderei against the possibility of escape? 
Or take thL conditon of i biotheis fttl i or bus- 
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bands in California during the first year of emigration 
and effort for gold. There we behold ttousands of men 
in a new, wildcrnoBs country, surrounded by savages, 
without even the form of civil government. No courts, 
judges, sheriffs, police, nor jails, and no means of self- 
protectioa. If the aseasein was caught and convicted 
where were the strong prison, the iron bars and bolts 
and trustworthy keepers to hold him securely? In such 
a condition of society, the necensity of " summary justice" 
and the punishment of death might be argued with some 
show of propriety. But with the people of Ohio, Ken- 
tucky, Indiana, and other States where "law and order" 
p 1 th aa w d ly d ff t H th are 
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IB not safe when once confined withm the walls of that 
prison. Take the ease of Arrison,* if you will. Ho is 
thought to be one of the most desperate men living. I 
appeal to my fellow citiisena to know if they would enter- 
tain the least fear of his breaking through the walla, or 

*W. H. Anison, nim oonfiDed in the Cinoinnalj jail, charged with 
the nwtder of Allison and hia wife, at the Medical Collega in tiiis City, 
during the amnmor of 1854, with a torpedo, a dreadiul instrument which 
exploded and h>ca them in pieces on opening t)ie box that contained it. 
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bars and bolts of that prison, and again returning npon 
BOcietj to engage in aaotter work of blood, provided he 
were onoe placed there for life? 

"AL," Bays the objector, '.'we should have no appre- 
hension of the man's hreaking prison, but there are other 
means of escape. Infiuential friends, or money, some- 
times possess a potent power. P d w 11 p 
at their nod. In plain words, we h Id f th p 
doning power," Then take the p d g P w f m 
the Governor, where it is now lod 1 d t t 
twelve men who shall constitute a 1 1 d 
decide upon all appeals for pardon d m t t 
subject to certain restrictions in th m f m d 

I aak again, if this provision wer 1 1 t d 
ing the pardoning power, and the murdt,rer were secure 
in the penitentiary, would not the people of Ohio feel 
that his depredations on society were at aa end? You 
bay you would have him executed, not because the Bihlo 
demands his life, nor yet from a spirit of retaliation to 
avenge the outrage he has committed against society, but 
simply aa a matter of expediency, to reader yoar own 
safety more certain. Eut are you aot just as aeeure by 
his confinement in prison as by his execution? It ia 
possible, we grant, that he may break away and escape; 
hut aot probable ; and this possibility wo must risk aa 
we should were his destiny to be decided by aa in our 
iudividual, instead of our social capacity. Suppose a 
robber should enter yoar hoaae and attempt your life ; 
he Ktrikes at your heart with his glittering dagger. The 
first law of your nature is self-preaervation or protection. 
Either your life or the life of an aasaasin must be de- 
sljoyed; and no matter how powerfully your feelings 
may revolt at the thoaght of killing a man, you are aot 
long in deciding it to be your duty to defend yourself 
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to the extent of your power. If you kill under sueli 
eircumstanees, you are justified. Why? Because you 
are driven by actual necemig to commit the act iu order 
to preserve your own esiatence. And this ia all that 
can justify you, or delegate to you the right to kill the 
man. No Christian will justify the taking of human 
life h/ an wdimdiial in self-defense, on any other 
ground. Suppose it is a mere child who attempts to 
roh and murder you — one whom you are certain you 
can seize and bind aeeureiy~hut, instead, you kill 
him; will eooiety justify the act? Or, farther, having 
bound him with cords so that he can move neither 
hand nor foot, and thus relieved yourself of all fear of 
farther injury, you take a club and deliberately beat out 
Ma brains; would society justify the act? Certainly not. 
Wiiy not? Plainly because the deed ia not committed 
in sdf-defense. Tou are safe. He cannot injure you. 
The officers of justice can take him into custody, and 
place him beyond the possibility of ^aiu outraging 
society. 

I am now writing for the minds and hearts of Chris- 
tians, as well as others. Is the reader a Christian? If 
go, permit me to ask, would you thus deliberately kill 
the murderer after you had securely bound him? Would 
it he necessary? What would you think of your neigh- 
bor — a brother in Chriatr— a member of the same Church 
— for instance, the pastor of your society, and your spirit- 
ual teacher — if, having surprised a robber in his house, 
and securely bound him to a post with manacles, cords 
and chains, should call you and other members of his 
flock to see him cut hia throat, or strangle him with a 
halter? Would you not be astonished beyond measure? 
And if he should commit the deed, would not the whole 
Church, yea, the whole community, be struck dumb with 
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horror? "This man is secure," jou would exclaim, "why 
Ao jou kill him?" And your astonishment would not 
be lessened at the answer of your clerical executioner : 
" I know he is secure ; I feel safe. There is not one 
chance in a thousand for him to escape. But then escape 
is possible. He may break those chains and cords and in- 
jure somebody. It is best for us to ))e positioeli/ secure; 
therefore, I kill him." 

We venture to assert that no individ'aal can be found, 
Christian or infidel, base enough to commit so cowardly 
and damning a deed. And any man who should present 
such a reason for the act, would be regarded as a madman 
or a consummate villain. And yet this is precisely the 
principle on which aodeiy acts, when it has safely secured 
the offender within stone walls, with bars and bolts, and 
then chokes the life nut of him, on the ground of self- 
iecwrity. If the Christian minister should commit an act 
of this character, as described above, the State would take 
him, conviot him of murder, treat his plea of self-protec- 
tion with derision, and hang him — his own Church assist- 
ing in the work — not as individuals, hut as members of 
the body-politic, through the hangman.* 

But if the act is morally wrong in an individual, how 
can it be morally right m the State. If the act, when 
oommittod by a Christian minister, is shocking to the 
moral sense of the Church, why should it not be, when 
perpetrated by tho State, inasmuch as the State is pro- 
'fessedly Christian? And further: if the State treats the 
plea of the individual who kills the bound man for sdf- 
proteclwn, with derision, with what propriety can it make 
this a reason for its own acts of blood? Look at the 
strength of the State and its means of self- security. 

* Sob the aistii ohapttii; o£ this wott, under the head o£ Xudhidual 
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Laok at its strong prisons, its ohains, its cells, its iluti- 
gcons, its strong police force, and its tundrcds of tliou- 
sands of citizens to assist in maintaining the supremacy 
of the law and prCTcnt an csoapo, Tot it ridicules the 
plea of an individual, when he kills in self-defeme, while it 
leads out from its iron and atone colls, its victims, some- 
times little boys, and weak emaciated women, and chokes 
the life out of them, hecmise it is ■unsafe to Id them live.* 
They may escape from prison, and kill or injure some- 
body. 

The reader must perceive, then, that the argument in 
favor of the gallows, drawn from necessiti/, and based 
on sejf-profcctioii, possesses but little force, and is hardly 
entitled to consideration. If we should kilt criminals, 
simply beeauso they are dangerous to society — if this 
is the mill/ ground on which we defend the gallows, then, 
to be consistent, we should employ it against the lunatic; 
for it is as dangerous to society for him to have his free- 
dom, and probably more so, than for the murderer. It 
is not uncommon for madmen to commit acts of the most 
dreadful violence. Yet where is the man, especially the 
Christian, who would dream of killiug this unfortunate 
class of our fellow-creatures from jiecessift/, on the ground 
of self~;protection. Every humane heart would revolt at 
the thought. Even if at liberty and roaming at large, 
there are but few who would refuse to risk any injury 
they might do, rather than to put them to death. For 

• A lirtla boj, but teti yairs of age, una hung in Alexindrin, La, in Sept. 
last, (1855.) Sua page 49 ot this work. In 1864, a woman wna eiaeuled 
in New Vork State, weak and feeble, leaiiog an infuat, which had its 
bltth in het oel!. And now, os we writ?, fho Eecnlar papers beforu as eon- 
tuin an BCOODat of the deatli of a woman, who was soon to be executed in 
New Hampshire. She was delivered ot a child ft few months ago in hev 
eell, and the authorities were wiuting for her to gi^n BaEfieiest strength 
to be killed, when death by oonsumption iarminatwl her misBKilila nvlst- 
onoe. Waa it neceaanry to strangle these wreti 
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it is placed. So should it he, and so might t be w th 
the murdorer. He is a vioral lunatie; perh ps n o e 
reallj so, in many cases, than the world imagines, oi will 
believe. To turn him loose upon society would be a 
dangerous act. This should not be ; justice does not de- 
mand it. Let him he safely lodged in the penitentiary 
and kept in durance. Let him be treated with kindness 
and humanity, but effectually confined, and society 
would no longer experience apprehensions of insecurity 
from the simple fact that the man was living. For, the' 
living, he would he, so roally separated from the world by 
Stone and iron — so utterly banished from society, and so 
securely guarded — as that he would be dead to the worid, 
and the world dead to him. 

The plea of self- protection, then, is a false one. Not 
only is it false, but it is mischievous. " It ia terrible," 
says one " in the hands of a people's tyrant, or of a tyran- 
nous people. Scif-protection, says the despot, and the 
heads of the noble, bvavo and good, roll before him in 
ghastly heaps. Self- protection, says the demagogue, and 
the guillotine moves its iron jaws, and the streets are 
red with blood. Self-protection, says the injured man, and 
anticipates the law, becoming for himself judge and exe- 
cutioner. Self- protection, says the mutineer, dead men 
toll no tales, and the ocean bubbles red above his coni- 
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radea. Believe me, this principle of self-proteotioa tliai 
relies on blood, is a dangerous, two-edged principle. Self' 
protection may be secured without blood -shed. We may 
obey Grod's law without inflicting Capital Punishment. 
There is a higher dictate than that of revenge. There ia 
a nobler end for punishment than the infliction of pain. 
There is a more binding code than the law of Moses. It 
is found in the spirit and precepts of Jesus Christ." 

We have said that if the murderer was safely confined 
within the walla of the peaitentiary, society would feel 
secure. We come now to add, that if the penalty for 
murder was imprisonment for life, instead of hanging, 
murderers would be secured; but, as the law now stands 
upon the statute boots of nearly all onr States, eight out 
of ten guilty of murder escape, not from prison, but 
they escape eoimetum, and are returned again loose upon 
society. Thus does the law of death defeat the very 06- 
jechfor which the class we are now coiisiderinff would retain 
if They would retain it in order to tike the offender 
fiom society and put hin lejond tie poiserof again 
trampling ujon its 1 Wb But lUbtLid of this, it stands 
directly in the way of aecurinj, tin lesult It screens 
the mnrderei fi jm all punishment and positively 
snatches him fiom the hand of justice and sends him 
back into the woild all leeking with the blood of hia 
murdered victim to prey ao"iin upon society and, it may 
be, to enact over again the same dreadful deed of which 
he ia guilty Thus is the present law the most wisafe, 
for the simple loason that it is impdssible to enforce 
iTECCEPTiNBAHErABBS But thib 19 an important point 
in our investigations, and must be made the subject of a 
chapter by itself 
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SIXTH REASON FOR ABOLISHMENT. 

I BHFOItOB. 



in" ^Ulon Oou!^,. Ohfo. fiiTivtWou JS^-l-Mge" aSbir et Muni»ra-^St™^ 

Tlie Death Penally cannot be forced only in rare cases. 
It facilitates the escape op the guilty in maaiT/ m- 
slances, which is another important reason for aholialianent. 

The truth is, the Death Penaltj ia so far behind public 
sentiment, and so revolting to the humanity of every 
TOOrally sensitive heart, that most persona refuse to aot 
as jurymen in capital eases, from "conscientious scru- 
ples," while those who consent, will not convict, unless 
in the most certain cases of guilt. If the least thread of 
evidence is elicited in behalf of the offender, they will 
hang upon it, and acquit him through its instrumentatl- 
ity. Bud thus he escapes all jowntsftnieiU, though guilty. 
Look at the history of criminal jurisprudence in Ohio, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York, New England, avy- 
tehere in any Christian country on the face of the earth, 
where the gallows still exists, and the fact of which we 
speak is demonstrated to a certainty. While I write, a 
054) 
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leading daily Journal* of Oineianati is placed before me, 
the editor of which, a 'warm supporter of the gallows, 
utters hiB eomplainte gainst this condition of things, 
and threatens Lynch law in the following strain, if mat- 
t«TS are notspaedily amended'. 

" It does seem as if it were impossible to procure any- 
thing like justice in 'capita! cases,' as they are called in 
this State. Murder is alarmingly frequent, yet we hear 
of no instance where the murderer expiates his or her 
guilt Judging by the past and the history of our juris- 
piudonce there is no eiime that can be committed with 
such impunity from puni hment la Ohir a** that of 
murdei the moat wilful ot all ciimes It matteis not 
how atrocious are the ciicumetaace'* ittending it oi the 
conclusive ehaiactei ot the evidence that ptints out the 
criminal thcie is ilways some U p hola by which the 
penalty \H evaded "W hen juries do then duty in the 
premises and leniei in honest >eidict lome legal tech 
Hieahty If laised hj which the pns ni,i is enabled to es 
CI] e The esti lordiuiry laxity in the administiation of 
our laws for muider exceeds that if any othei ''tafe in 
tleUnun with the escejtion of Cahtorma Look into 
cm own county jail tot instance and see what i tirce 
and moctery are the ittempt^ which have been n adc f i 
years heie to exei'ute the law in those c% es whoie the 
punishment isdeath It is hicjh time that public opinion 
became aroused to this matter and that some steps were 
tiken by which the cbg that now letard the wheels of 
juhtice were lemoved Human life is too saciel ■* thing 
t allow the legal baiiieis and siteguaids thatpiote t it 



Blggan aad James Mcrnrey,) guilty of mnrder, in that connty. 
bsS^crmfieeed their goilt, hadbeBD disohtitged ttitoogh some leg 
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to bo broken down. There should bo cyan a greater 
certainty of punishment to him who unlawfully takes life, 
than for any other offense; bntin onr State the certainty 
has got pretty much all on the other side^in favor of an 
escape. If we do not have a reform pretty soon, it would 
not surprise us to see 'Judge Lynch ' erect his summary 
court and proceed to exeoute that justice upon murder- 
ous malefactor a that the regular tribunals will not 
afford." 

All that is here uttered with reference to the difficul- 
ty experienced in convicting the guilty in Ohio, is true; 
and because it is true, and comes from one who has great 
confidence in the efficacy of legal strangulation, we 
copy it. 

In the recent trial of the notorious Arrison, in Cin- 
cinnati, three days were spent in empanelling a jury. 
Upwards of three hundred persons were excused from 
serving, on the ground of "conscientious scruples," We 
were told by a gentleman of intelligence, who was sum- 
moned as a juror in that ease, that if he had served, he 
would not have convicted the prisoner of murder in the 
first degree, wo tnatter what the nature of the eoidenix 
against him, simply because he could not consent to bo 
an instrument in destroying human life. In the caae 
of Mrs. Riggen, of Miami county, alluded to in the 
note preceding, nearly two weeks were expended ia em- 
panelling a jury; hundreds being pronounced by the 
court as unfit to serve, in consequence of their scruples 
of conscience on the subject of the Death Penalty, before 
twelve could be found who were willing to convict. The 
same repugnance exists throughout our State, aud in ev- 
ery State to a greater or less extent, and is becoming 
every year, more and more real; so that it has come to 
be quite generally irnderstood that no jury will jeopard- 
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ize the life of a fellow creature by conviction, if there is 
the least possible chance to save him. Almost always 
there are someof the jury whose Tieai-fe revolt at pronounc- 
in ■• the word " GtriLTY " however strongly their jMJjmPnfe 
y t th 1 t i h d d th y 
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i ty b t b th 
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who ''themselves deserve to have their necks stretched, 
for their indifference to the public welfare. But all this 
does not disprove the fact that the repugnance of which 
we speak is a reality. It does not eradicate it from the 
human aoul. Men do shudder aud they mil shudder at 
violating the shriue of human life. The feeling is nat- 
ural. God has implanted it in every breast, and it grows 
with the growth of humanity, and strengthens more and 
more in the soul which is chastened by the principles of 
a pure and hoiy religion. And we may rest assured of 
this fact, via : that so long as our communities progress 
in benevolence and intelligence, om-presfnl law cannot he 
enforced, as I before said, only in, rare cas^s. 

Men ask for a continuance of the gallows that " society 
may lie protected." But is society protected by this insti- 
tution? Let the editor referred to above, answer. " It 
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aeemsas if it were impossilile," he aayg, "to procure any- 
tting like justice in capital caaos ia tliia State. Murder 
is alarmingly ftequent," (notwith standing the existence of 
the Death Penalty,) "ye( we hear of no instance where the 
offender ea^iutes his or Tier guili. No crime can be commit- 
ted with aueh impunity of punishment in Ohio, as murder. 
TAere is always uime hop-hole hy which the pemaliy is 
evadsd. When jurors do their duty in the premises, and 
render an honest verdict, some legal teohnioality is 
raised hy which the pi'ismier is enabled to escape." All 
this is true. Is not the gallows, then, a glorious pro- 
tection to sooiety in Ohio? Why, inatead of this, ii is 
tite very instrument that protects the offender, and affords 
hisn ajreepaas hach into society. Wipe the Deatb Pen- 
alty from our statute books, and place instead impris- 
oament for life, and our fellow townsmen will no longer 
have cause to complain of the "laxity'' of our judicial 
tribunals; the "impunity'' with which theerime of mur- 
der is committed; the "loop-holes" of the law, and the 
"farce and mockery" everywhere perceptible in the exe- 
cution of the law. " It is high time," he says, "that pub- 
lic opinion became aroused to this matter, and that some 
steps were taken by which the clogs that now retard tie 
wheels of justice were removed." This ia precisely our 
opinion. But by investigation* he will find that the 
only "cio^ that retards the wheels of justice," with ref- 
erence to the murderer, is the gallows. Pull down this 

'' In juEtico to the eeatleman meationad here, whose taleoLs itnd mo- 
dves we respect, we sEonId as,;, thut probnht; he ia beCDming GonTiased 
of the 111111016001? of our law hb it now standa, foe be eloaea the article re- 
ferred to, aa follows : "WhilB weote in tavotof the law In relation to 
murder s^ it now stands on the atcitute hook, yet. If It he trne, as many 
believe, that in oonaequenoe of the eonselentlous oonviolioiia of thou- 
sands of people aj^nst the Death Penalty, that the present condildon of 
things is owing, it would bo best to hare the oriminal law changed. It 
ia aaubjeot Chs.l,well dnmands the attention of legislators, vrho ahould see 
whore the fault lies, and apply tlio remedy, it it is in their power." 
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old relic of barbarism, and place in its stead a law that 
can be enforced, and there will be no longer complaint 
aboat the slow and uaoei'tain movement of the wheels of 
justice." "Human life is too sacred a thing," ho says, 
"to allow the legal iari-iers and safeguards that protect 
it, to be broken down." But all the "legal barriers and 
safeguai'ds" we have to protect human life in Ohio, are 
the gibbet and the hangman ; and these, as we have seen, 
are already "broken down." They exist only on the 
statute books as a mere threat. Every murderer within 
onr borders, is told that if he kills he shall be hung; 
but he has come to know that this is a mere bug-bear, 
and that the probability is that instead of being bung if 
caught, Le shall be tried and discharged. He baa no 
feai' of the gallows. In traveling in a neighboring 
State a few years since, we tarried a short time at a tav- 
ern kept by a widow lady, who had a young negro 
servant about the house and stable, a mischievous, ma- 
licious little urchin, who was full of his pranks, and 
was anything but obedient to the wishes of his mistress. 
The good landlady bad instituted a government in her 
domestic affairs, but, unfortunately, it was a government 
whose "barriers and safeguards," like those of oar State 
with reference to the crime of murder, consisted princi- 
pally of threats — awfid threats, which she never dreamed 
of enforcing. "Here, Tom!" she would exclaim at the 
top of her voice, " where have you been ? Did I not 
tell jou not to leave the house, but to stay here and wait 
on the gentlemen ? Now, you go away again, and I'll 
tie you up bj your two thumbs and shin you, you see if I 
don't." Ten times in a day did she make this threat. But 
it was only a threat. Tom came to understand by It that 
it was merely a bug-bear, and to treat it accordingly. 
Ho knew he should not be skinned. He never was 
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Bkinned in his life, though he had heen ijtreateiied with 
this penalty a thouaand times ; and with a snap of hia 
fingers, a shrill whistle, and shrewd grimaoe, he would 
he off to his pranks again. 

How unwise in a family, how much more unwise in a 
State, to institute laws which cannot he enforced, and 
which, therefore, can claim no respect from the party to 
be governed. Gambling has heen a penitentiary offense 
in Ohio, for seTeral years, hut has it ever been enforced 
in a single instance? The penalty for murder in the 
first degree in Ohio, is death hy hanging. In Hamilton 
county* alone, within the last fifteen years, hundreds of 
mwders, of all descriptions and eoery degree of violence and 
airocifg, have been committed, but with a single excep- 
tion, this penalty has never heen enforced vpon tJte murderer 
in our county during all these years. Here is a feet which 
should astonish the sticklers for the gallows, and bring 
them to a sense of the true nature of this questioa. 
Why has not the murderer been executed in Hamilton 
county? Was it because he could not be arrested? 
Not at all. But because when arrested he could not be 
convicted; or if convicted, the moral sympathy of the 

* Hftmillon Cnunty embOicoa Cincinnati. Within the last fifteen yeavB, 
[Lt least five hundred murders have either been perpetrated, or attempted, 
in this county. Of eourBe wb do not mean that Hi] thoss crimes would 
Dome nndar the head of premeditated murder. We include in this nnni' 
bar, shootjng and stabhtng in fights and rows, on the streets, in honMs of 
ill-fams, in bw-rooms, on ateomhoala, indeed, every form nnd degree of 
murder. The author of these pages kept a minute of the violent deaths 
perpetrated la our city, during tho yeora 1852—3, {Leconnt was hung in 
thehaginningof ISiSJand thennmberln theaetwo yeara resohed to 193. 
Some have doubted the Blatemant, when publicly made, of five hundred 
violent deaths in Clnoiunati in the time given, and asked us for the an- 
thorily on which it is baaed. The above is our authority. If in two 

ieara there wore nearly two hundred, in tho retnaJning thirteen years it 
I nrabable there were, at least, three hundred. But not half of those 
Snflty of perpetratir^ liese offenses were araestecl. Out of all arrealed 
jringthe fifteen yeora.probahly forty-five, or three a year, were tried for 
murder in the first degree, the penalty of which is death. One was hung. 
Where are tho remaining/w%-/ow F 
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public, and tho opinion wtieh so generally prevails of 
the utter inutility of the gallows, have souglit for and 
found a "loop-hole" for the culprit,* In some inatanoeB 
they Lave been pardoned; in otters, sentence has been 
commutod from hanging to imprisonment. 

Now, in every instance where the offender was not con- 
victed, he returned again to society. How ansafe, then, 
is our present law? — unsafe because of the unaertainty of 
its infiiclion. Says an eminent lawyer, speaking on this 
subject: "No one who is acquainted with the history of 
criminal jurisprudence in this country, can doubt but 
hundreds of guilty ones have been acquitted, and sent 
back to the haunts of vice, for the simple reason that 
jurors would not convict in consequence of the severity 
attached to their crimes, it being death." 

Another jurist of New York, equally eminent, says : 
"None who ever attondod our criminal courts in capital 
oases can have failed to notice the operation of the princi- 
ple here referred to, in a manner the most subversive of 
the ends of justice, and the most dangerous to the security 
of the community. None will question the truth here 
presented, and none can compute the number of crimi- 
nals who have been let loose upon society, free of all 
penalty, and emboldened and hardened by a first impu- 
nity, nor form any conception of the amount of evil which 
Lad its origin in this cause, in casting upon the adminis- 

* 3»,m6s Summons, now io our jail, nhere ho lias beta for the lust four 

coDvioted of tbe moat atrooioas mui-der, oiice senlsruied laid ^ day rf 
ros^KiioB fixed. Two yeara hate passed since the law demanded hfs 
death, bub he still lives. He has cost the State more than $15,000. If 
thB penalty for his crime had been the paniteHlJary fur liCe, he would long 
Binee hare been an inmate of that inatitutloa, and put to some useful am- 
ployment, which ishia proper ploou. Theoaae of Acrison is very nearly 
aimilai'. He should now be diligently at work in ouf State prison. Can- 
sot the pabliQ pcceeiTe that it is the gallows whioh foeilitates the escape 
o{ these men? 

14 
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tration of the law an uiicertainty iu tte last degree pro- 
judicial to all the policy of penal justice." 

Again he remarks : "There can be no criminal lawyer 
in this State, of any extended practice or ohaervation, by 
whom the remark, that the uncertainly of conviction for 
capital offenses has grown almost into a proverb, will not 
be received as a truism. Juries will always be power- 
fully swayed in judgment as well as feeling, by the hor- 
ror of shedding blood, which the laws of God have too 
deeply planted in the heaits of all to he eradicated, 
however it may be weakened by the influence of any Uw^ 
of man. In the clearest cases it is constantly bten that 
they will not coavict They will vioHte their oath^ 
nnder a thousand pleas of technifal detciencies oi im 
perfections of evidence howe\er immateiial * 

The feeling that exists on this subject is seen, v we 
have already intimated, in the ieluct=tiice with which 
many conseEt to act as jurymen We have ilre idy men 
tioned several instances occurring in our State, illustra- 
tive of this fact. Many more might be adduced. 

On the trial of Howard, in Dover, New Hampshire, 
some years ago, seven hundred persons were excused or 
set aside, before a panel was made up. 

In the case of Shelby, of Kentucky, on his trial, the 
jury could not agree, and were discharged; six or eight 
of them, and the Judge, were hung in effigy. Afterward, 
in attempting his second trial, nearly every man in the 
county, who was competent to sit as a juror, was sum- 
moned, but the panel could not be filled. 

In Kleim's case, in New York, after the panel was 
exhausted, it was necessary to summon talismon, and 
nearly a whole day was spent in filling up the jury. So 
in the case of Sordon, in Rhode Island. It was said 

•O'SulUvaii'a report to ilio Logialatuco o£ New Tnrk in 1813. 
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that " not & man in the citj of Providence, would con- 
sent to sit on Ma trial."* 

These are extreme cases, we grant," but the feeling of 
reluctance, and the sentiment which gives it hittt, pre- 
■vail, to a greater or less extent, in all cummTinities. They 
ace pronounced hy some to be an indication of weakness, 
and condemned as a hurtful evil, preventing the execu- 
tion of law and facilitating the escape of the criminal. 
Hence we are called upon to stifle all such feelings — to 
trample our foolish whims and opinions in the dust, and 
lend our influence to assist in making the law we have, 
potent, by making its execution certain. 

But we reply, this was the same argument used hy our 
stern old fathers a century ago, in Connecticut and Massa- 
'ehusetta, when their fellow men manifested some alight 
signs of aversion to the law that would crop the ears, 
scourge the backs, and bore the tongues of men for 
being Quakers ; yea, that would shut them in jails, 
banish them out of the colony, sell them as slaves, and 
hang them on gibbets, simply for worshipping God after 
the dictat«s of their own consciences. Those who oher- 
iahed a little spark of humanity and ventured to say, 
"is not this punishment teo severe?" or "is it neces- 
sary ?" or, "is it Ohi-istian ?" were pronoimeed "weak- 
minded," and were told that they harbored sentiments 
that were exceedingly injurious both to religion and the 
t^tate. A magistrate of Boston, less than one hundred 
y a endered his name everlastingly odious to all 

n n ftle 'sterner stuff," by humanely giving back to 
h t m a part of the ear he had officially shorn off, 

tl a th m itilated member might be restored and made 
wh 1 Is, in criminal jurisprndenee, hmnanih/ was 
e ywh deemed a weakness and a damning evil. 

» From Roy. W. Y. Emmet's Thoushts en the Daatli Penaily. 
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So in theology; pity for the damned was a mark of fee- 
hleness in mind and faith. Bven for a woman to weep 
0¥er tlie endlesa hurnings of her own (non-eleet) infant 
child in the flames of hell, was deemed childish and 
wrong. But the natural feelings and affections of the 
human soul would, at times, burst out from the iron 
shackles of a stern and unrelenting creed, and assert their 
claims in startling tones of sympathy and denunciation 
Hence exclaimed Dr. Edwards, in lebuking this spint 
"What has more especially gi^en uffensi' to minv, and 
raised a loud cry against the doing'* of some preacheis, 
as though their conduct wi^ intoleiable, is their flight 
ening innocent children with ttlk of hell fire and etei 
nal damnation. But do not these people bdm'^, in com 
mon with the whole country, that they %ie by nature 
children of wrath and hews of hdl? And that eveiy one, 
whether he be young or old, is exposed every moment to 
eternal destruction, and wrath of Almighty God? This 
complaint and cry, then, about frightening little children, 
ietrayi a great deal of weakness and in consideration."* 

But did the stern rebuke of the Church, or the united 
influence of creeds and the clergy stifle and put out 
the fires of tender affection, which God himself had 
kindled upon the altar of every mother's breast for the 
child she bears, and that pillows upon her breast? Oh 
no! It has exerted its supremacy; — it has saved the 
object of its affection and solicitude — it has made it an 
angel of light and crowned it with immortal glory. 
Nothing short would satisfy the longings of the affec- 
tionate mother for the happiness of her offspring. So 
frith the sentiments that prevailed with reference to the 
criminal, They were at^rn and cruel. But humanity, 
enstamped upon the souls of God's creatures, directed 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



THE DEATU PENALTY DIFIIiUIT TO E^^ORCE 1C5 

by inteiligance and a more divine religion hi'* asseited 
ite claims. It has grown in the human heart, till now 
it manifests reluotance to destioy the lift of i fellow 
creature for any crime, and aek-i, "I9 it nsiessaiy to kill 
this brother? Can we not put him to a bett«r use? Is 
the act Christian?" And this is called "weakness." 
And we are admonished to stand right up to the demands 
of the law, and choke men, and women, and children, 
with strong nerves and willing hands, without waiting 
to inquire into the necessity or expediency of the a«t. 
But would men have us go back to the days of heathen 
barbarity? Would they have us kill simply because oiiv 
fathers killed, or out of a spirit of revenge ? This will 
never do. Kather let us keep our eyes fixed upon Christ, 
the glorious star of Bethlehem — have faith iu Ate law as 
the best and safest, and follow " upward and onward " in 
the light of benevolence and justice. God forbid that 
we should leave the "light of life," and go back into 
the "darkness of death!" Men will not go back. This 
is evident. The march of the intellect and the heart is 
forward. Hence, we repeat, the Beath Penalty cannot he 
enforced, in most of our States, only in rare cases. 

How uuwise, how impolitic, to retain a law which 
involves interests so important, with which the public 
mind has no sympathy, and which, therefore, cannot be 
executed; for so long as it cannot be executed, it defeats 
the very object it is designed to effect. The principal 
object of the gallows is to protect society against the 
assassin. But, instead of this, as we have seen, it stands 
directly in the way of such protection iu consequence 
of the difficulty to convict the offender ; and if not con- 
victed, he is liheraled; whereas, if the penalty were im- 
prisonment for life, juries would convict — all reasonable 
minds would approve the law— public sympathy would 
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beat in its favor— it would be effective, for all law is 
trebly strong wliicb comports with the moral sympatliy 
of tlie omm unity ^the offender would be secured, and 
thus society would be protected. 

HOW IT WORKS IN ENGLAND. 

The wise men of England and France have seen the 
operation of the principle involved here, and have grad- 
ually softened their penal codes to keep pace with the 
growth of humanity and intelligence, till, instead of 
having nearly two hundred offenses punishable with 
death, upon their statute books, there is but one crime for 
which they actually kill at the present time. 

Says an English writer: "Such was the effect of the 
Death Penalty on the public mind, that' the leading juries 
of the country looked on perjury as an amiable toeak- 
ness, a,nd even valued themselves on an act which shakes 
purity and justice to the very center." Though swoi-n 
to return a verdict " according to the law and the tes- 
timony," they did not scruple to falsify their oaths and 
go counter to the law and the testimony, to save the life 
of the offender. 

Lord Suf&eld, in a speech to Parliament, on this 
subject, in 1834, said that he "held in his hand a list 
of jioe hundred <md fifty-five perjured verdicts, delivered 
at the Old Bailey in fifteen years', beginning with 1814 
and ending with 1829, for the single offense of stealing 
from dwellings, the value of the goods stolen being in 
these eases noornto 6ea&oue forty shillings, the penalty of 
which was death." How did the jurors save the offend- 
ers? As follows. They were under the necessity of 
pronouncing them guilty, but at the same time they re- 
turned the vahie of tlie amount stolen less than f or ^ shil- 
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lings. No matter what was sworn to be the amount 
stolen, this was invariably the verdict. 

A woman was proven to have stolen a ten pound note 
— that or nothing. The jury found her guilty of steal- 
ing thirty-nine shillings. A man waa convioted of steal- 
ing a pocket-hook eontwning bank notes to the amount 
of eighty pounds, and di'afts to the amount of twenty; 
the verdict waa, " guilty of stealing thir^-nine shillings." 
The same verdict was given in the case of a woman con- 
victed of stealing, on her oicn eonffsdon, gold coins, to the 
amount of sisty-three shillings, and other money to the 
amount of forty- four — to wit: ''stealing thirty-nine shil- 
Jtmjs." Even the judges sympathized with the condition 
of the offender, and often suggested to the jury what 
verdict to return. In one case, a man had stolen a val- 
uable watck. Lord Mansfield, feeling anxious to save 
Lis life, directed the jury to bring in its value at ten 
pence. "Ten pence I my lord," exclaimed the anxious 
owner, "why the very fashion of it cost me fifty shil- 
lings." "Perhaps so," replied hia lordship, "but wo 
cannot hang a man for fashion's sake;" and the verdict 
was returned as directed. 

"Some years since, "says the London Morning HeeoM^ "a 
man was tried at Carnovan for forgery, to a large amount, 
on the.Bank of England. The evidence was as satisfec- 
tory to the guilt of the prisoner as possible, and brought 
the charge clearly home to him. The jury, however, 
acquitted him. The nest day the, same individual waa 
tried on another indictment for forgery. Although the 
evidence in this ease waa as conclusive as in the former 
one, the jury acquitted the prisoner. The Judge (Chief 
Baron Bichaids,) in addressing the prisoner, expressed 
himself in these remarkable words: "Prisoner at tho 
bar — although you have been acquitted by a jury of your 
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countrymen of the crime of forgery, I am as conyinced 
of your guilt, as that two and two make four." A short 
time after the conclusion of the sessions, I met with one 
of the jurymeUj and expressed to him my surprise at the 
acquittal of the man who had been tried for forgery. 
He immediately answered me in the following words; 
"Neither my fellow jurymen nor myself had the least 
douht of the prisoner's guilt; but we were unwilling to 
bring in the verdict of guilty, because we were aware 
that the jiiisonor would have been punished with death 
— a penalty which we conceived to be too severe for the 
offen<je 

Such was the feeling against Capital Punishment in 
England And the consequence was, that during nine 
ytaii out of eight hundred and eight committed on cap- 
ital offenses, no less than three hundred and thirty-four, 
or nearly one-half, were acquitted. While of five hundred 
and filty eight persona committed on charges not capital, 
only fifty-seven, or a little more than one-tenth, were ac- 
quitted. England perceived the unfavorable operation of 
a law so stringent; that it was unsafe, and, therefore, im- 
politic. She, therefore, raised the capital indictment to 
sixh/ shillings, instead of forty. But this would not an- 
swer. Juries simply put the amount stolen to fifty-nine 
shillings, instead of thirty-nine, thus saving the offender. 
She tlien wiped all such laws from her statute books, and 
to her surprise discovered from actual experience that 
this act of clemency did not increase, but actually less- 
ened the amount of crime. Sor now villians oould he 



HOW IT ■WORKS IN 

The experience of France corresponds with that of 
England. Speaking of French juries, M. 0. Lucas, an 
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; French jurist, says : "There is scarcely a list, 
at the present day, which does not coutain men who 
experience a conscientious, and almost invincible repug- 
nance, to send one of their fellow beings to the scaffold." 

In 1832, an alteration in the penal law of France em- 
powered juries to state, in their verdicts of guilty, that 
the crime was committed under extenModng circwmitancei. 
When this is done in capital casea, the punishment is 
commuted to a milder penalty. Now mark the result : 
In a single year, (1834,) out of one hundred and thirty- 
six verdicts of guilty in capital indictments, one hundred 
and eleven had the qualifying clause in them which saved 
the offender's life. Only twenty-five out of the hun- 
dred and thirty-sis, were sentenced to be executed, and 
six of these received a commutation of punishment. So 
that only nineteen, less than oiie-seoeath, of the whole 
number, suffered the extreme penalty of the law. 

Suppose, now, that this were the law in Ohio, or Ken- 
tucky, Indiana or New- York, how many verdicts of 
guilty, in capital cases, would he returned without the 
extenuating clause to save the offender's life ? Judging 
from " what we know," every man is ready to answer, 
"nofoiie," For all this corresponds precisely with the 
history of criminal jurisprudence in our own coun- 
try, as the criminal records of Ohio, New-England, 
New-York, Pennsylvania, and all the southern and 
western States, will testify. 

For instance, the only crime punishable with death 
in Pennsylvania, is wilful murder. Now, from the year 
1795 to the year 1845, there were one hundred and 
eleven persons brought before the court for the city 
and county of Philadelphia, charged with this offense. 
Of these, only ten were convicted. The remaining one 
hundred and one were acquitted, and returned to society, 
15 
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How efieetual is tlie gallows in the protection of society 
in Philadelphia! 

Bat look again. Man-slaugiiter, robbery, arson, rape, 
and highway robbery are iiot punishable with death in 
Pennsylvania. DiiriEg the time stated above, viz : from 
the year 1T95, to the year 1845, five hundred 'peraona 
were brought before the same court, charged with these 
crimes. Of these three hundred and forty-four were 
convicted, and only one hundred and fifty-ais acquitted. 
How great the diffevenee, and how much more certain of 
conviction. la there not good reason for believing that 
if the penalty for murder had been imprisonment for 
life, instead of the gallows, a mueli larger number of 
those chained with this crime would have been convict- 
ed, and thus secured ? 

From all this we must see that the Death Penalty in 
our country, is unsaie, impolitic, of no utility, and is not 
necessary to individual or social protection, but ia the 
direct and positive means of the escape of tens of thou- 
sands of guilty men and women, and should, therefore, 
be abolished. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

SEVENTH EEABON FOR ABOLISHMEHT. 

BXBonTHms.DaLaTEEioos is hsampi.bs. 

In this stage of our investigations, the objector is dis- 
posed to remind us of what he deems a very impoi'tanE 
fact in connection with this question, viz ; that the 
gallows is indispensable as & preventive &^3.iast vritae. It 
ia an example of "terror to evil doers"— a dreadful 
"warning to the offender," and thus a safeguard to 
KOoiety. 

This is the opinion; we are aware, which has almost 
uuiYersallj prevailed from time immemorial. But what 
a mistake! As straJJge as it may appear to those who 
have given the subject but little investigation, just the re- 
verse of this is true, as the history of crime in amy and all 
countries will testify. Hanging, as an examiple, is not hene- 
Jicial. It mil Ttol deter wwn. from crime. It is no warn- 
ing to she offender, but its temdmicy is to debase, and harden 
the heart; to fan the flame of hatred, and to wMltiply mma-- 
derers instead, of diminishing the number, and, for this rea- 
son, should he abolished. 

(ITl) 
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If executions are BO moral in their tendency, aud Bo 
necessary as esamplea, why kide the gallows from the 
multitude? Why kill the offender privately, in the jail 
or jail-yard, shutting out and positively forbidding the 
presence of any but a favored few, who are permitted to 
be present, hy cards of invitation? Twenty years ago, a 
private execution was unknown. Men, and women, and 
children, were strangled in the open streets and fields, 
where the example could he witnessed by from five thou- 
sand to fifty thousand persons. Now, fiftceu of our 
thirty-two States have decreed that all executions shall 
be utterly hidden from public view; none can be admit- 
ted hut a select few, such as clergymen, judges, lawyers, 
and newspaper reporters. Three years ago, a man was 
hung in the jail-yard of Oineinnati. Not for twelve long 
years had an example of killing, to prevent the crime of 
murder, been presented in Hamilton county, and deeds 
of blond were becoming uneommonly prevalent "Some- 
body must be strangled as a teiioi to e^il doers, or blood 
will run like witer ' f*o said the ministers of God; so 
said the dignified judges, and especially loafing, profane 
■ind drunken policemen md (.onstdbles Lecount* was 
aocoidmgly fixed upon is the mm to he executed as an 
iramph, not because he was guilty of any aggravated 
crime, but because he had been, previously, two years 
in the State prison — had no money, hut few friends, 

" Henry Ijcoonnt was executed for kill! 

man-slaughWr. Tl 

LaeDunf3mfodudi„ 

what ha had dona, nni swore that ho woald ooutioUB hia viaii 

o£ IiccoUDt. With genflemtn, tliis vonld hATB been deemed n 

proTooation for shooting the oHeadet; and if ptoseentefl. b 

BDuld hftve been the result. Leooxint was hung, while 

who mu gniltf of a most diabolical marder, and who iraa then in jail 

oaiet sentenoa of death, simtily looked on, swearing that he " should not 

be hung, for the old man," (liis father,) "ia tieh." Ho was right— and ia 
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and ooTild as well be spared from sociEb) as not, though 
his poor old mother, and brothers and sisters, were oTer- 
whelmed with grief and sorrow at the awful event. 

Hearing that this unfortunate man desired to see me 
on the morning of his execution, I went to the jail-yard, 
and asked to be admitted, but was refused, the keeper 
at the gate declaring that his orders were positive, to 
admit none but those who brought cards of invitation. 
The yard is swrrounded by a high and strong wall, but 
the sheriff, to prevent the possibility of any one seeing 
from the windows, and tops of the surrounding buildings 
and trees, had taken the precaution, to erect a house, suf- 
ficiently large to accommodate the spectators, over the 
galhiDS. Thus it was entirely hidden &om those without. 
Though early in the morning, when we were there, hun- 
dreds had collected around the yard, and in the streets, 
and on the tops of buildings, in hopes to «atch a glimpse 
of the scene within, or hear the creaking of the gallows, 
or listen to some parting words of the doomed man. 
They were a ragged, drunken, profane, cut-throat appear- 
ing crew, of all nations and colors— men, women and 
children, peering through the crevices in the wall— 
smoking, chewing, drinking and cracking jokes, or each 
other's heads. Mothers, with their babes at the breast, 
seemed as intently interested as any persons present. 
Why not admit these, thought I, as well as ministera, 
judges, lawyers and reporters, as I gazed upon the 
scene before me? Do they not as really need the exam- 
ple? A noisy, drunken loafer, surrounded by a throng 
of ragamuffins, was at the gate, contending for his right 
to be let in to see the show. He swore that he had trav- 
eled one hundred miles "to see the fellow swing," and 
that "no man had a better right to a peep at the gal- 
lowal" Why not gratify this man's curiosity, especially 
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when the main object of the hanging was to terrify 
evil-doers? Perhaps the effect would he salutary upon 
his heart I 

Why, the very men who, of all others, need the "esam- 
ple " as a "warning," are denied, by the law itself, the 
benefit of the example. They are ever ready to perform 
their part. "Eyil doers " are the persons, of all others, 
to exhibit themselves at a hanging. They are eager to 
witness the dyiug struggles of a fellow creature. But 
the State says peremptorily, they shall not wiiness 
ilimn. How inconsistent. First it declares the necessity 
of hanging as an example, and then it builds a house 
over the gallows, lest the "evil-doer" should wi'ftjeas the 
example. We ask again, why all this privacy? this hid- 
ing the gallows from public view? this strangling of men 
and women in the dark and in a corner? */ executions are 
so salutary in their influence, and so neeessar^/ as a terror to 
evil-doers! 

The truth is, the observing, thinking part of the com- 
munity, especially jurists, have come to know that public 
executions have no salutary effect as "examples," but 
tend to make criminals, rather than reform those already 
made. Vengeance never softens, but always hardens* 
"Satan cannot oast out satan." "The spirit of God " alone 
will accomplish this w k It t by th flu f 

a tevehgeful or hloo iy t th t ^^ 'y 1 

allayed. If you would h m m 1 f m 1 
them with blood. P t th m th 1 It h 
army. A wretch wh w ut d E t E 

land, on being romov d f th 1 ft th t 

of death had been pa dp h m 1 m 1 1 th by 
Btanders: "I have k U d pi ty f m t pi th 

ting, and why should I t k 11 t jl my If? 
Another soldier, tak npfwtlyht m 
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at Lestwithiel in 1814, in witnessing the horror and ag- 
itation of tke peaceful townsmen, very coolly observed: 
" Here is a pretty fuss about killing one man ; why I've 
Been thousands killed. It's nothing!" Bsecutionera, 
however "chicken-hearted," when introduced to the 
awful duties of their avocation, have found themselves 
at home, after a little practice. A writer in witnessing 
the strangling of seven men in Portugal some years since, 
merely for "entertaining constitutional principles," de- 
scribes the scene as follows : 

" One at a time ascended the platform, up a broad flight 
of steps, aecompanied by two priests, as in the procession, 
and was immediat«Iy placed on the seat, with his back to 
an upright post. The hangman, a miserable wretch, 
walking with a crutch, then secured the legs, the arms and 
body of the unhappy man, with cords; and placing a short 
cord round his neck and round the post, he put the hood 
over the face, and then, going behind the post, intro- 
duced a short, thick stick, and giving it four or five turns, 
produced strangulation. The body was then untied, and 
laid at a convenient distance, and another brought up 
from the foot of the seafEold, until the whole had suffer- 
ed. The youngest, or least criminal, was executed first; 
and, as each occupied fifteen to twenty minutes, the last 
had to endure, for at least two hours, the horrid sight of 
the sufferings of his fellow prisoners. The mind can 
scarcely imagine a more dreadful stat« of mental suffer- 
ing. When the whole were strangled, the hangnian 
wiped Im face, and, seating himself in (lie fatal seat, coolly 
emoJced a segar, regaled himself with a hottle of wine, and 
then, placing a block of wood under the neck, proceeded 
to out off the heads, from which the blood flowed co- 
piously in streams from the platform; then, collecting 
the cords, and coolly wiping the hatchet and knife, on 
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one of tLe wtite dresses, he left the platform, first throw- 
ing the heads and bodies in a heap, o^er the iron grat- 
ing below. The fire was kindled, and ia a iew minutes 
the whole was in a blaze. By sis o'clock, the whole was 
burnt to ashes, when a gang of galley-slaves, with irons 
on their legs, took the ashes in hand-barrows, and threw 
them into the Tagus." 

Here ■was a man who was constantly witnessing the 
"eKamples" of executions, and feehold what an unfeeling 
wretoh he became. With how little compunction of 
oonaoienee could he- have murdered any man. When the 
guillotine was freely used during the reign of terror in 
France, children, instead of becoming fearful of its name, 
introduced the practice into their very plays, and amused 
themselves with guillotining oats, dogs and chickens, 
to supply the place of the executions which had become 
less frequent. Here is the direct and certain influence 
of sanguinary punishments. They have never pro- 
duced a deep and solemn impression on tho mind, and 
awakened within it kindly feelings and emotions, but 
directly the tevei-se. In proof of wliich I will adduce a 
few out of many cases that have occurred both in this 
eounti-y and Europe. 

INFLUENCE OF HANGING IN OUB OWN COUNTRY. 

The last man executed in the State of Maine, was 
Safer, who was hung in Augusta, in the year 1834. 
Thousands camo from far and near to witness the death 
struggles of the man. Word was circulated just before 
the hour of execution, that he was to be reprieved, when 
hundreds were filled with the most dreadful rage, and 
swore that he should be hung at all events. Drunken- 
ness, profanity and fighting were the order of the day. 
Never before uov sinne, w;\s Augusta so disgraced with 
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rowdyism and crime. A large body of police were 
brought into service, " and tke very jail which had juat 
been emptied of a murderer, threw open its doora to re- 
ceive those wbo came to profit by th« solemn eaxj/mple of 
an execution.^ JVb iess than seven wien toere placed in the 
very cell from which Safer had just been, taken to the 
gallowi." 

"On the day of Leohler's execution in Pennaylvaaia, 
some years ago, the usual scenes of vice and brutality 
were witnessed, and crime flourished rankly on its favor- 
ite soil, the execution ground. Twenty-eight offenders 
of various grades were committed to Lancaster jail that 
night, and laany others escaped, or the jai! would have 
been overflowed. One of tbe spectators on bis way home 
murdered another, and was arrested, and h-is limbs con- 
fined loith the same irons which Jiad scarcely been laid aside 
long enough hy Lechler to get cold. 

"After the esecution of Leehler, in Pennsylvania, 
had gratified the people about York and Lancaster, with 
the spectacle of his death, and produced its proper com- 
plement of homicide and other crimes, a poor wretch 
was condemned to die in another part of the State, where 
the people had not been indulged witb such a spectacle. 
They collected by thousands — tens of thousands. The 
victim was brought out — all the eyes in the living mass 
that suiTounded the gibbet werefised on his countenance, 
and they waited, with sti-ong desire, the expected signal 
for launching Mm into eternity. There was a delay. 
They grew impatient. It was prolonged, and they were 
outrageous.. Cries, like those which precede the tardy 
rising of the curtain in a theater, were heard. Impatient 
for the delight they expected in seeing a fellow -creature 

* Report of a CominittBe oJ tha LagiBlatara o£ Maine in 1336, on a nsw 
bill -wiiii reference to Capital Punishment. 
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^ie, they raised a ferocious cry. But wlieti it was at 
last annoimeed that a reprioTc had left them no hope of 
witnessing his agonies, their fury knew no hounds ; and 
the poor maaiae, (for it was discovered that he was in- 
eaiie,) was with difficulty snatched by the officers of jus- 
tice, from the fate whioh the most violent among them 
seemed determined to infiiet."* 

Thomas Barrett was executed in Worcester, Massa- 
chusetts, on the 3d of October, for rape and murder, 
and on the 14th another murder was committed within 
a few rods of the gallows, and not long after a rape in 
the same county, and only a few miles from Worcester • 
and within four months, four cases of capital crime, and 
two of homicide, not capital, were committed within less 
thaa a day's journey from the place of Barrett's esecutioa. 
Several years ago a man by the name of Strang was 
hung in Albany, New York. A man by the name of 
Kelly went from Otsego to Albany, a distance of seven- 
ty miles, for the sole purpose of seeing Strang executed, 
On his return, he seemed entirely engrossed by the ex- 
hibition he had witnessed. He talked of nothing else 
on the road and at the public houses where thcj stopped 
for refreshment. 

A man lived in Kelly's house, by the name of Spaf- 
ford, with whom he had had some little difficulty. In 
less than a fortnight after Strang was hung, an nltercii- 
tion occurred between Kelly and Spafford, when Kelly 
seized a loaded gun, and shot Spafford through the heart. 
For this offense he was tried, convicted, and executed. 
There was not a particle of evidence that Kelly was in- 
eane at the time he perpetrated the horrid act. Here was 
a case where the spectator hastened to commit the =a.ne 

* From the "Espediency ot Aboliahing the Punishment of Death," by 
Iiivingskin, 
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offense and mth il e sntie % capoi for tv1iii,1i lie Lad just 
seen the ten ble puni&linicnt ot death mfli ted 

On the evening of the 5iy on which Kelly waa h mg 
a man bj the name of Cooke m the neisjhboih lo 1 of 
Co [erstown who w^s present at the execution lommit 
ted buieilc Ij fanjiiq Now may not the philosophical 
inquiiei Ic permitted tu indulge the conje ture that 
the public executui of Miang instead of tending to 
presoiTB life led to the destrictiou f three othu lives? 

Every where the sitae effects are produced 1 y such 
public exhii tions designed a^. examples tj Jeter men 

Not long smee, i man by the name of &m th was hung 
in Paris, Kentuoty, for the murder of his father. 

The editor of the J°aWs Citizen, in speaking of the 
event, saya: 

"This was the third execution in our county within 
the last thirteen months, and it has convinced us more 
fully, not only of the inutility hut of the positive evils 
of puhlic executions. The effect upon the public mind, 
or rather upon a large portion of those who had collect- 
ed to -witness the solemn scene, seemed to be the reverse 
of that which would naturally be expected. Instead of 
producing a subdued, solemn, and thoughtful state of 
feeling, it seemed to be the occasion of drinking, merri- 
ment, and riot. We have rarely seen our streets filled 
with a crowd so noisy and unconcerned, and we are in- 
formed that just as the unhappy convict was about to be 
launched into oternity, a labbit, starting up, was followed 
by the shouts and hallooing of half the company assem- 
bled diound the f,allow'^ The number present to wit- 
ness the teinble scene wis not large Much the great- 
er piopoition of our thoughtful and respectable citizens 
stay Ld away as from a spectacle painful and unsuited to 
their taste ' 
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Tea and we may lUd th'it ttii clasi not only ■stayed 
away tliem«eh es lut kept their negioes away having 
become con\incHd that esamples ut this kmd pioduce 
no salutary effect upon the mm! ot even the ncgio but 
if anything rendei him more pervci'*e and bmtal 
This seems the wEiform test mony of oh^eiving gentle 
men with whom we ha\e convened m and around Paiiij 
They hiTG come to le^ai I the mfluenfe of eKecations 
to bejn t the reveiae ot what wa** once univeisally be 
lieved to be indispensdhle as a warning to the often ler 
We htye desfrihed thp ajpearance of the multitude 
around the jail m Cincinnati at tho execution of Le 
count This man was hung is we have aiid for an 
eximplo to evil doeiB The execution was on Friday 
On the following '^atuiday n ght in the lowei part of the 
city, one man waa stabbed, in a bloody affray, and anoth- 
er was shot; and on the following Sunday night, a bru- 
tal murder was perpetrated in a more central portion of 
the city, on the body of a man who was beaten to death 
with clnbs. Within two weoka, there were seven at- 
tempts at murder. /( is literally true that there was 
mare orime committed in (Xiyyirmad, during the three 
months following that execution, than ever before or sincefor 
the same length of time. 

We do not assert that the execution of Lecount waa 
the caase of this state of things; but we do assert that 
the example of his execution, was no "warning to ovil 
doers," and that the moral condition of our city was not 
at all improved by this example. The same can be said 
of every execution which has. ever taken place in Ohio. 
Two men were hung in Columbus some years since, 
and "the occasion was one of hilarity, obscene jest- 
ing, coarse ribaldly, drunkenness and crime." Pick- 
pockets were present in abundance, and men were cursing, 
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fighting, and ttieving, at the very moment of the 
hangiog. 

"Neai'ly fifty years ago, a mulatto hoy, about 16 years 
old, was convicted of burglary, at Paris, Kentucky, and^ 
sentenced to be hung. The day of exeeution turned out 
to be a very cold, wintry day; but, notwithstanding the 
inclemency of the weather and bad state of the roads, a 
great crowd of men, women and children of almost every 
shade of color and of character, assembled about the 
gallows at an early hour, remaining in the cold for a 
long time. At last the sheriff arrived, with the culprit 
riding on his coffin in a two-horse wagon. Stopping 
nndor the gallows tree, a venerable and worthy Presby- 
terian divine (John Lyle,) got into the w^on, and sung 
and prayed for him; at the conclusion of which, the 
sheriff adjusted the rope, drew the cap over the culprit's 
face, and hallooed to those in front of the horses, 'Clear 
the way — clear the way,' three or four times. Just then a 
voice was heard in the distance: 'Stop the osecution 1 
a reprieve I a reprieve!' A man was seen on horseback 
pressing through tho crowd, and when in reach of the 
sheriff, handed him a paper ; who, after opening it, 
handed it to the minister. The clergyman uncovered 
the boy's face, called his attention to the reading of tho 
paper, and then read aloud ; on which the people showed 
evident signs of dissatisfaction and disappointment. The 
preacher then appealed to the boy; reminding him of how 
he had been snatched from death's door through the in- 
strumentality of the Governor ; and exhorted him always 
to be a good boy; hut he was interrupted hy the tumul- 
tuous uproar of the rahhle, who witl\ oaths were express- 
ing their disappointment. To a young man standing 
near him, tho minister said: 'Oh, young man, young 
man, bow can jou give utterance to such profanity on 
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an occasion bo solemn ! Are you not glad that the Governs 
or hcK reprieved this poor boyf 'No,' said he, 'I wish the 
&OTernor was in h — 1.' '0, fie, fiel' exclaimed the 
man of God and left the ground The young man contin- 
ued his profane h^^angue Hpic feiid he aie hundreds 
of US who have been, shiveiin^ and snffeiing in the :.old 
for hours espeetini{ to uee that d-d lascil hung and 
now the Givi-inoi has bet him it liberty aul cheated us 
out of tlie fun D — n him I wish both he aad the 
nigger were in h — li a, sentiment which apptaied to 
be populai with the ciowd By this time the boy was 
turned l)ose, and when he kaped from thewigon to the 
ground an old coloted woman (said to be hia mother,) 
caught him by the aim and Slid ' Bill, Bill, did you see 
dat dam old pnn:'e (the negio wagoner) jest gwoing to 
diivo de cart from under jou ind hang yon?' 'Yea, I 
seed de dim old rascal but neber mine, I'll gib him 
h — 1 foi dat yet This riised a shout among the row- 
dies and the ^'lowd dispel scd 

I Bhould not (mit to stat*. heie that this boy was hung 
a yeai or two aftei this m South Carolina. His name 
was Bill Hardy, ^ How salutary the effect of the 
gallows! 

But we turn from all other scenes of this description, 
which have transpired in our country, to mention one of 
a diabolical character, that has Just occurred in our 
neighboring state, Illinois. 

A man by the name of A, F. Monroe, w^ convicted 
of the murder of his father-in-law, at a special term of 
the Cole county court, and was sentenced to be hung, on 
the 15th of February. f On that day, a large crowd came 

*TliiB account was turnishod for this work by Mr. Jesse ICannedy, an 
Bged gBntlaman of VBracity, wlio has residod near Paris from infancy, and 
TTBa parf oetJj aoqHaiuted Witt the iaots at ths time they transpired. 

+FBbruary IS, 1356. 
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in from the country round iiliout, to ■witness the "exam- 
ple" about to be presented by the State as aprevenfive to 
crime. Fathers and mothers came by thousands, bring- 
ing their children, large and small, male and female, that 
they might have the benefit of its "salutary influence." 
But behold, on arriving at the place of punishment, they 
found that the rumor which had reaohed them at tteir 
homes, of a respite from the G-overnor, was true. Ihe 
day of execution liad been deferred till the 15tli of May, 
For this slight cause, the crowd in their rage, broke 
through the wall of the jail, took out the culprit, and 
like a set of infutiated demons, murdered htm with their 
own hands. 

The following pattioulai-s of this dreadful deed, we ex- 
tract from the (Illinois) Slate Register. They are ftom 
the pen of one who was an eye-witness to the shock- 
ing scene: 

"The crowds continued to pour into Charleston all 
that day and the nest — men, women and children — in 
all kinds of conveyances, and from all parts of the coun- 
try. By 11 o'clock, on Friday, there were at least 5,000 
persona in town, who eame, as they said, "to see the funt" 
"At 12 o'clock, M., the crowd began moving toward 
the Court House, led on by a man named Cunningham, 
a brother-in-law of the prisoner, who harangued tlie 
crowd, saying he was willing to postpone the execution 
for a short time, but that the people of Coles could at- 
tend to their own affairs without the interference of the 
Governor. 

"After the speech of Cunningham, a man named 
McNary was called upon, who said, speaking of the pris- 
oner: 'Take him out, G— d d — m him, take him out, 
and hang him,' 

"After the speeches of the above named man and 
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others, tie Court House bell commenced ringing, wliicli 
seemed to be a signal for an attack on the jail. 

"The mob, inflamed and excited by the baranguea they 
had heard, ruahed en masse to the jail yard, where, yell- 
ing like demons let loose from the infernal regions, they 
began to make an attack on the north side of the jail. 
Some ten or fifteen minutes aft*r they had commenced 
the attack, the sheriff made his appearance, and address- 
ed the mob for about two minutes, commanding them to 
desist, but made no appeal to the spectators to assist him 
in enforcing the law. The sheriff then disappeared, and 
made no further effort either to resist the mob or to pro- 
tect the prisoner. 

"The moh were about two hours in making a breach in 
the wall of the jail. I think not more than ten or twelve 
men did the actual work, but they were encouraged by a 
large portion of the crowd, who used every means to 
keep up the excitement. During all this time were 
heard the sounds of fife and drum, amid the demoniac 
yells of the multitude. 

" When the breach was made large enough, the prison- 
er was dragged through, badly bruised and insensible, 
amid the deafening shouts of the moh, who immediate- 
ly moved with him toward the square, the fife and drnm 
m the meantime sounding The irowd piessed around, 
and it would ha\ e been impossible to know the position 
of the piisonei had it not been designated by one who 
cairied a lon^ staff 

The mob then pioceeded to the public square, with 
the eMdent intention of theie hanging the jrisonor, and 
thus completing then hellish tranaaotion but about 
*his time I noticed a prominent citizen edge his way 
thiongh the crowd with the intention is I supposed, of 
addiessiOo the mob but in this I wa-* disappointed; 
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however, the masa commenced moving from the square, 
aad the cry immediately arose, 'To &.c wooda, to the 
woods.' 

" Immediately the mass moved with the prisoner toward 
the woods, A.fter proceeding about half a mile south- 
west of the square, another halt was made, and those 
moat active pressed the crowd back and auoeeeded in 
making a ring, in which some six or seven held the 
prisoner. In the middle of the ring was a tree, against 
which a ladder was placed, on which a man ascended with 
an axe and trimmed off the smaller branches; the rope 
was now made fast to the tree, and all things appeared 
ready for the blackest outrage which has at any time 
been perpetrated by any people, much less those who 
have claims to oiviliaation. 

"During all tKia time the prisoner appeared insensible 
of what was going on, being unable to sustain himself 
alone. He appeared like a man who had taken poison- 
ous drugs, which had taken effect upon him; he did not 
seem to heed the crowd, but would occasionally laugh in 
a wild and insane manner. 

"Again the cry was raised, ' Take him back to jail, 
'Will you hang a dea 1 man'" 1 t s n e lemon's voice was 

heard saying, 'Yo i &— d 1 d on a ds, are you afraid 

to hang him after bringing h n here The prisoner was 
now placed in a wagon n der the loje— -and again the 
mob hesitated. It seemed th^t no ne could be found 
blood-thiraty enough to adj ist tl e rope to his neck. 
Finally a tool in the hands of others by the name of 
Thomas Fleming placel the rope aiound the prisoner's 
neck, while others held him uj The wagon was pulled 
away and the awful deed a«oompliBhed — the victim, as 
he hung, not making the least struggle." 

Here, again, is the " salutary " and "restraining" in- 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



186 SEVEBTH BBASON FOR ABOLISHMENT. 

flueaee of the gallows. "What a "terror" it proved to 
3vil-doersI How it softened paaaiou aad allayed anger; 
and what a ohaateniog and sanctifying influence this 
scene must have produced on the minds of children and 
youth ! It may be said, that "if the State had executed 
Munroe, the people would not have been enraged!" 
And what does this show but that they came to the place 
of execution with murder in their hearte. The State had 
resolved that the man should die. They Lad anticipated 
the work of death at that particular juncture, and had 
reflected upon it, until murder grew in their hearts, and 
nothing short of a full realization of their anticipations 
would satisfy them., "String him up I" "String him upl'' 
waa the brutal cry. The governor said it had been "but 
a few days since the man was convicted. Wait till the 
middle of May." But they could not wait. Their souU 
panted for his blood. They were eager to drink it. So, 
assuming the responsibility, they thmMelvei hecams rwur- 
derers. They killed Munroe with •malice frepeme. The 
example of the State fanned up the flames of hell in their 
bosom, and every man engaged in that dreadful work, is 
as really deserving the gallows, aa the miserable wretch 
whom their revenge strangled.* Now, if the penalty of 
murder had been imprisonment for life, in Illinois, it is 
probable that Munroe.on conviction, would have been sent 
to the penitentiary, and put to work; that the people 
wouldbavekept abouttheir business, without once dream- 



From all ncoouats, they ^ere tha greatest iiggressors. Munroe killed 
- 't revenge. The mob killed liim in revenge. But Munroe 
ith a ^ngle mUiD, vho bud an opportunit; of defending him- 



propoaed to aeparate them: " Let us alone ; le 
mob oame to murder Munroe, a hundred of tham engaged in tbe work. 
They pulled the ni»u, holf dead, throngli n, orevico in the wall,niftngled his 
limbs, luid wben he hud no more sense ttiiin an idiot, struogled the life 
ant o£ him. The deed oommitled by bim wbb revengeful] that committed 
b; them, was revengeful, eowardlf uid malignant. 
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ing of revenging themselves on the wretch, and that thus 
the commuiiity would have heen saved the ourse of this 
shocking tragedy, the evil effects of wliich will be visible 

INFLUENCE 01' EXECUTIONS IN ENGLAND. 

The influence of public eseeutioiis has been the same 
in England as in this country. We have a mass of facts 
gatiiered from various English writers, on this subject, 
all going to show the wretched effects of sanguinary laws, 
the most of which we omit for the want of space. 

"Every eseeution," says Dr. Lushington, in Parlia- 
ment, "brings an additional candidate for the hangman," 
"Wo to society," exclaims Lepelletier, in his report to 
the national assembly, " if in that multitude which gaaes 
I execution, is found one of those beings 

sitJes! His instinct, lilfo that of wild beasts, awaits, per- 
haps, only the sight of blood, to awake — and already his 
heart is hardened to murder, the moment he is quitting 
the spot wet with blood which the sword of the law has 
shed."* 

Mr. Wakefield, who was long connected with the New- 
gate prison, London, says: " When I first entered New- 
gate, I had not a doubt of the efficacy of public execu- 
tions, as deterring from crime. By degrees I came firm- 
ly to believe the contrary. Newgate -is the veri/ best place 
to form a sound opinion on the subject; that is, my opimon 
as deduced from facts in the case." 

The editor of the London Mwning Herald., a man who 
has given this subject more thought and attention, per- 
haps, than any other man in England, said; " Frequency 
of executions, in any country, is generally followed by a 

* Speai'a Esssya oa the Death Penalty. 
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proportionate increase of crime, ■violence and blood. 
When the Legislature lightly estimates human life, the 
people are apt to undervalue it." 

Says Dr. Dodd: "We constantly hear of crimes not 
lesa heinous than those for which the criminal suffers, 
hidng perpetrated at theplace and moment of an execution. ' 
Ihe Doctor hiraself afterward committed a capital crime, 
and was executed. And one of the same jurors who con- 
victed Dodd, was oseouted on the same gallows for the 
same offense, within a few months afterward. And 
Fauntelry, wlio was executed for the same offense, saya ; 
" I first conceived the design of committing it, returning 
from an execution." 

In an account of the execution of two persona in Lon- 
don, no lesa than forty ARaBSTS were made for the 
SAME OEIME. What a blesaed influence hanging must 
have produced on the motley crew in' attendance! "A 
piok-poetet being aaked by the cbaplain of Newgate, 
how he could venture on such a deed, at such a time, 
very frankly replied: ' Esecutions are fhe heat harvests 
I and my companions bave, for when the eyes of the 
spectators are fixed above, tbeir pockets were unprotect- 
ed below-'" 

"The Rev. Mr. Boberts, of Bristol, England, presents 
the astounding fact, that he conversed with one hundred 
and sixty-seven convicts under sentence of death, one 
Imnd/red and sixty-four of wlwm HAD WITNESSED exe- 
cutions 

T F Buxton the well-known pbilaathrophist, said, 
in a speech in the British Parliament: "It is notorious 
that executions very rarely take place without being the 
occasion on which new crimes are committed. "At an 
execution in Yoik, England, in 1844, and at a stiil later 
one in London, pick-pockets were detected plying their 
trade at the vei-y foot of the gallows." 
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" A Speaker at a missionary meeting in England, in 
1845, said lie began the day at an execution at the Old 
Bailey, and, continued he, to be convinced of the moral 
effeote of hanging, you should have watched the mob : 
all that is lioeatioui, andJiltJiy and abominable, is done vnder 
the vei-y gaJlowt tree" 

"An Irishman, found guilty of issuing forged bank- 
notes, was esecuted, and his body delivered to his fam- 
ily. While the widow was lamenting over the corpse, a 
young man came to her, to purchase some forged notes; 
As soon as she knew his business, forgetting at once 
both her grief and the cause of it, she raised up the dead 
body of her husband, and pulled from under it a parcel 
of the very paper, for the circulation of which he had 
forfeited his life. At that moment an alarm was given 
of the approach of the police ; and, not knowing where 
else to conceal the notes, she thrust them into the mouth 
of the corpse, and there the officers found them."* 

It is also related of a thief who was hung in England, 
in 1827, that on being taken from the gallows, he was 
sent to the dissecting-room, where experiments in gal- 
vanism were tried on him, during which the professor 
was absent for a few moments from the room, and when 
he returned he found the culprit resuscitated, sitting 
upright on the table, and looking wistfully round. On 
his promising to leave that part of the country he re- 
leased him. Only a few months after, he perceived by 
the papers that this same man was to he hung a second 
ttme,for a similar offense; and he became so interested in 
the case, that he journeyed fifty miles to see him. In 
conversation he asked him how he could possibly venture 
to commit a theft, when he had already been hung for a 

* Livm^ilOD makes tbis slatemg 
tleman, wUa related ic at n. public 
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similar crime, "Oli," he replied, "I care notting for 
the gallows. The truth ia, I love to steal, and so I run 
the risk ! When you came into your room and fouud 
me sitting up and looking round, / %Bas just deciding on 
what I could ileal from you of the moit valve., and with the 
least chance of detection." 

This story may he regarded as too improbable to uredit- 
But it is well vouched. Maay instances, somewhat sim- 
ilar, and equally incredible, are on record. Mr. Rantoul 
relates that at the execution of the notorious pirate, 
Gibbs, a few years ago, in New-York, a witness was pres- 
ent, who declared positively that he had seen him hung 
on a former occasion, for the same crime, at some port 
in South America. He insisted that he recognized him 
beyond the possibility of mistake, by certain peculiar 
marks of identity; and when we consider the hot unfre- 
quent cases which have occurred, of resuscitation after 
hanging— -(a distinguished physician now in New- York, 
states that he hi^, in the course of his life, taken part in 
three such cases) — the story is not incredible. At any 
rate, there are numerous cases known, in which criminals, 
who have narrowly escaped death for au attempted crime, 
have made its repetition the first object of their newly 
acquired liberty," 

The foUowiug account of a conversation, said to have 
taken place betiveen a convict about to be hung for coin- 
ing, and a clergyman in England, is from the Essays of 
Mr, Spear, on the Death Penalty: 

"Have yon often seen an execution?" 
"Yes," 

" Did not it frighten you?" 
"No; why should it?" 

"Did it not make you think that the same would hap- 
pen to yourself?" 
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"Not a bit." 

"What did you think, then?" 
" Think ? why I thought it was a d — d shame." 
" Now, when you have been going to run a great risk 
of being ca,ught and hanged, did the thought never come 
into your head, that it would be as well to avoid the 
risk?" 
"Never." 

" Not when you remembered having seen men hanged 
for the same thing?" 

" Oh, I never remembered anything about it ; and if I 
had, what difference wonld tliat make ? We must all 
take our chance. I never ttought it would fall on me, 
and don't think it ever will." 
"But if it should?" 

"Why, then, I hope I shall suffer like a man — where's 
the use of snivelling?" 

From all these facts it will be peroeived that men mis- 
conceive tte true philosophy of sanguinary punishments, 
when they argue that thoy csert a salutary influence by 
restraining men from the eommittal of crime. The opin- 
ions of keepers of prisons, lawyers, judges, and all men 
intimately connected with criminal jurisprudence, both 
in America and Europe, have undergone a wonderful 
change on this subject, since the introduction and test 
of milder and more humane laws. Even at the present 
day, when bar-rooms and liquor shops have become less 
common, and temperance more prevalent, a hanging is, 
of all places, the most notoriously drunken, obscene, 
noisy, fighting and immoral. Every newspaper in the 
land testifies to the truth of this declaration. Scarcely 
an account of an execution has reached us from any por- 
tion of our country, for the last ten years, but has con- 
tained a description of attendant rowdyism and crime. 
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as the legitimate fruits of tbo occasion. The law of 
death, as administered even by Judge Lynch, is not a 
BufBcient "terror to evil-doers," te prevent them from 
the most dreadful acts of vengeance. During the past 
year, in California, sixty-eight men have been hung in 
the moat summary manner, by Lynch law, and yet no 
less than five hundred and thirty-nine murders have 
heen committed, some of them of the most atrocious 
character, in the very neighborhood, and, in some instan- 
ces, on the very day of the exenttion! At no time previous, 
for the last fifty years, have laws so tfii-rihle prevailed, 
and their execution been so determined and vindictive, 
and yet in no part of our country has crime been so 
prevalent. And this is the history of all countries. 
Cruel and vindictive laws produce cruel and vindictive 
people. The State should, therefore, ever he cautious of 
her examples. 

" The eseeuttoner," says O'SuUivan, "is the indirect 
cause of more murders and more deaths, than he either 
punishes or avenges. He is, in effect, a sort of public 
teacher, both of the doctrine and practice of murder; 
and in the school over which he presides, are but too 
many apt scholars for his instructions to prove unavail- 
ing. 'Sow an execution and reap a crop of murders,' 
is an old proverb, but it is one whose meaning is as true 
as it is terrible." During the reign of Henry VIII of 
England, the penal laws of that country were dreadfully 
severe. Hume bears record that seventy-two thousand 
'great andpetiy thieves," were executed, for robbery alone; 
and under Elizabeth, his successor, " rogues were still 
trussed up apace." So that, during her administration, 
nineteen thousand were strangled ; and yet, there neoetr 
was a time m aU the history of England when crime was so 
rife.. In nearly every town and village, were mon 
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"atrung up." Frequeatly were they hung in trees, 
where thoy were left for days aa a "terror to evil-doers," 
and yet all this had no effect to deter the offender. 
"Sure, aud it's nothing to he hung, when oae is used to 
it," exclaimed an Irishman, when going to the gallows; 
"and don't the half of us expect this will be our end! 
so what matters it whether the gallows olaims its own 
this year ornext'j* 
17 
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InToMniiy— TiiFfDaJirBiiiniiHretl ffiUi Roms— EffacM of AboLlaliiDont in UelElom -Also 
LiiBoiutW tod JUulA— KeiulbduoidgJlr {□ ^vav of AbaliBhniQat. 

Many persons will trust to nothing short of etx^erienf^. 
They ask for practical, poaitivo proof. "Society is bad 
enough," they say, "with the gallows; how do we know 
that it would not be \vorse without it? Has any State or 
country tried the experiment of abolishment long enough 
to determine fairly its moral effect?" We answer, yes. 
But if it had not, that faot should deter no Christian 
State or country from following where Ohristianity and 
humanity, as well as a wise policy, direct. The time wi^, 
in our country, as we have seen, when theft was pun- 
ished with hanging. Many were fearful of the esperi- 
ment of abolishment; but at last it was tried, and the 
result was favorable. So has it been with the crime of 
juui-der. In every country where abolishment for this 
crime has been tested, the effect has been to lessen chime. 
So that society is positively less safe with the Death 
Tcnalty than without it, even if the lavi h rigidly enforued. 
What an argument is here in favor of abolishment ! Let 
nie now appeal to facts in proof of (his statement. 
094) 
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OUR OWN COUNTRY. 

As we have seen during the progress of this work, 
bloody codea have never tad the effect to deter men from 
crime. To many minds whose only idea of punishment 
is vengeance, this fact is incredible. Nevertheless it is 
so. When Maasa«htiaetta Colony executed men and 
women for stealing forty shillings, robbery, burglary and 
shop-lifting, one would suppose that so dreadful a pun- 
ishment would have totally prevented this description of 
crime. But not so ; it was more frequent than now, in pro- 
portion to the population. The softening of the penal 
code had not the effect to mcrease, but rather to decrease 
the offense. The same result has followed the abolishment 
of the gallows for muider, wherever a tiial has been tested. 
Maine. Heie foi the last fifteen yeais, the Death 
Penalty has been iiitually abolished"^ And what is 
the result ? Just what we have said In no part of our 
country has the ciime of murdei been so rare. Only 
three persons have been guilty of this toul deed, since 
the change in the law It is true, that the progress of 
temperance, and, theiefore, of civilization, la that State — 
the closing of liq^iior shop'* and bar looms — have had a 
favorable influence in banishing eiime, especiaUy the 
most aggravated classes of ciime, from among the peo- 
ple. All know that " mtempeiance is the hand-maid of 
vice," Still, the lavoraLlo aspect of society, so far as 
relates to this ijuestion, must not he attiibuted to this 
cause. The pieaent liw foi murdei went into force 
more than ten yeais pievious to the existence of the 
liquor law ; and not for mo) e than twtiifi/ tv,o years has a 
man or woman bttit executed in that State , and during 
this Hme lyiit Jive murders haie been perpetrated. Now, 

> SaB the note at the bottom of tlis 3l9t page of tbis nark. 
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compare Maine with, any State in the Unioa, of the 
same population, wliere the gallows still remains, and 
notice how favorable is the result to aholiahment. Take 
Kentucky, for instance. There have heen three exeoa- 
tions, at different timea, within the last thirteen monthaj 
in the town of Paris alone, in that State; and, during the 
past year, as many as ten murders have heea committed 
within the limits of the State, f As many on an ayerage, 
for the last twenty-two years, would wmount to two httn- 
dred and twenty. The population of Maiae, in 1850, was 
583,169, and that of Kentucky, 932,405. 

A comparison with Ohio or Indiana would exhibit 
nearly the same result. As we have shown, five hundred 
murderaj have been either perpetrated or attempted, in 
Hamilton county, Ohio, alone, in the last fifteen yeara. 
We have no means of ascertaining tlie history of crime 
in Indiana, beyond the past year. During the past year 
(1855) eleven murders were perpetrated in that State. 
Two months since, three men wore hung at once in La- 
fiiyette. Since that event, two cases of homicide have 
occurred in Indiana. The population of Ohio in 1850, 
was 1,980,329, and that of Indiana, 988,416. 

A comparison, even in New-England States, shows a 
result favorable to Maine. Now- Hampshire, with a pop- 
ulation of only 317,976, has employed the gallows on 
aeveral oocasiona, within the last twenty years ; while 
the number of murders within her borders, has more than 
trebled that in Maine. So in Connecticut, with a pop- 
ulation of a little more than half of that in Maiae, men 
Lave been executed in various parts of the State, from 
time to time; a majority of her population being decidedly 

t Those killed in Loulaville dnring the oloetion esoitement, in tlie fall 
of 18S5, me not inoludod. 
X See now ali the bottom oE tlis IBOtli page of thia wori. 
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in favor of hard and stringent laws an'l y t m d a a e 
far more ptqu nt m ihof Stite than m M Th e 

moatlis ago nj leaa than tliree dieadful ma de a w e 
perpetrate I within a stort dntaa^e (.f New Ha n 

Thus ia it seen that after a trial of fifte a yea s w th 
out the aid of the gallows as a "terror to 1 d t 8 

found that the inhabitants of Maine not onl^ 1 w th ut 
the fear of haying their throats cut at night by bloody 
aasaasins, as was anticipated by timid men and womea, 
when the galiows was abolished, but th^ positively occupy 
the mfese spot, as to aggravated cnTiie, on the American cwi- 
iinent. 

Vermont modified lier law four years ago, with refer- 
ence to the Death Penalty, and made it very similar to 
that of Maiue, The result has proved moat aatiafaotory. 
Crime has not increased ; on the contrary it has evidently 
diminished. 

MASSACHUeBTTS enacted a similar law, in 1852, with the 
same happy results. She has no disposition to go hack 
to the usages of a more barbarous age. Her next step 
win he an advance one. We regret to record, towever, 
that John H. Clifford, the Governor of the State in 1853, 
saw fit to issue his warrant for the hanging of a man 
who was convicted of murder, soon after the modified 
law took effect. The condemned man worked out his 
year in the peuitentiary according to th 1 w H was 
as constant, faithful and orderly as a y m th 

prison, but the Govenor had the pamer t t ^1 h m 
he conceived it to be his duty to stran 1 h m nd 
the man was strangled. The act was p fely p p - 
trated in the little jailyard at Taunton B t 1 unty. 
No one, with the osception of the Gfov n nd f w 
whose views and sympathies belong to p t 
garded this deed 9» either Christian or n y L fe 
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and property were rendered no more secure, aoc were the 
manners and habits of the people improved. 

In those States where the gallows has been absolutely 
abolished, the result has proved equally satisfactory. 
These are Rhode Island, Michigau and Wisconsin. 

Rhode Island has had au experience of sis years, dur- 
ing which time the population of the State has consider- 
ably increased, wbile there has been no increase of crime 
^especially of aggravated, crime. 

Michigan was the first State in the Union to abolish 
the Death Penalty. She made the change in 1847, and 
ia report have I een every whe c' c lated thit an in- 
uease of cnmp was the result and that tl e people of the 
St^ite were m loh dissati fie 1 with the law an 1 wisht 1 it 
alolished I deem it ne essary tj piesent the fa ts n 
the ease somewhat m detail The reilei may lely on 
the eoriectness of the statpments whi h follow as they 
ire fiom offic il rejorts 

In 1851 s ich was the le^ ort abroad with eferenee to 
the practical working of the new hw in 'Michi^^in tl it 
the Seoretaiy of Stat s w ht to make a stattmcnt in 
wh eh. it was shown thit crimes jf viclence had <iotually 
(it. reased after the al olishment of the Death Penalty. 
He gave the ficts it follows with reference to the num- 
l r of convictions fir m rdpi and m-inslaTighter m the 
State from 1847 to 1851 

In 1847, for manslaughter 1 

In 1848, for murder in the First Degree 4 

In '' " " Second « 1 

In 1849, " " First " 1 

In " " " Second " 9 

lu 1850, no convktioaa for murder or manslaughter. 

To the question whether murder had been more frequent 
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OF EXPEKIENCK F. 



Bincfl the law w 
tive, giving the 



i ohingad, lie replied at length in the nega- 



OOMPARATIVE TABLE. 



Exhibiting tiie mimber of Indictments found in Michigan 
during the years 1841 to 1850, inoluaivo, for murder, oian- 
elaughter, and for assault with intent to kill — as taken 
from the Attorney General'^ Offlcial Report. 



Murder, 
Manslaughter, 
Accessories, 
Assault, with ii 



Oi 5 
Oil 

840 



4 II &i a 1 31 
11 0. 1 
2 1 o; IJ 2 
111212 71 91263 



Total oF homicidal a3Baulta,|16[13,19 iO;Utll5;82 



111141231 8|66 



" The reader will bear in mind that during the 
included in this table, the population of Michige 
rapidly increasing, partly by emigration of the d 
poor of Europe, and that many counties which in '41 
and '42 'were a wilderness, were filled with an adventur- 
oua, hardy and eseitabie population in '49 and '50. Thia 
official statement, therefore shows a moat gratifying de- 
crease of crime in Michigan, while it had been increcminff 
in other States, where Capital Punishment was most fre- 
quently and certainly inflicted." 

It is true, that in 1852, in consequence of the fact that 
one or two murders were perpetrated by returned Mexi- 
can soldiers, who hal become familiar with blood while 
abroad, it was conceived by certain persons whose sym- 
pathies for the institution of the gallows were unyielding, 
that crime was " alarmingly on the increase," and a 
memorial was sent from the Grand Jury of Wayne 
uiithly Mn^- 
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B HTH KE N a ABOLISHMENT. 


Conn 


I hgn h L latureof that State, pray. 


ingf( 


h oM relic of barbarism. It 


Is alS' 


h h ac was employed in tiio Legisla- 


ture 1 


S h JS w York, Otio and probably 


inot] 


m it against abolishment in 



those S 

We h g upon the subjeot of the 

Death P 8 d 53 we were met with this 

statem y h d Michigan has abolished 

Oapit P hm d te a trial of years, has deter- 

mine ta g h g ows." But what were the 

/aefe concerning this memorial? Let a man* of integrity, 
an old and respected resident of Michigan, answer. Ha 
saw by the eastern papers how this piece of intelligence 
was receiTcd and employed by those favoring the Death 
Penalty in New-York, and elsewhere; so he writes to the 
editor of an eastern publication, as follows: 

"Know all men, that said memorial was born in the 
city of Detroit, in sight of Eav. Dr. Dnffield's church, 
the Doctor being the great advocate for hanging in the 
State. It was recommended to that same Grand Jury 
by the Judge of the County Court of Wayne, he being a 
member of Dr. DufEeld's church, and strongly in favor 
of drawing the halter to make men virtuous and orderly. 
The memorial was signed by htU fifteen, of the twenty-four 
jurors, and ushered info existence in the darkest spot of 
ow Stale. It was nursed through a short and feeble 
life, by Dr. Duffield and others, but soon died, without 
a relative to mourn its loss, and was buried, to be brouglit 
forth by somebody in New-York city and other places, 
to answer a bad cause. 

»Rbt. I. Siflbbina. We hme other eommunkationa ant! dooumonta. 
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"But it will never do. In Michigan a resurrection of 
such a dead tody would be more offensive than the dis- 
secting-rooms of a medical college, and not half as 
useful, 

"This was the 0K?y memorial presented to our Legisla- 
ture during the entire session ; and this, together with 
Dr. Dufiield's sermon in favor of hanging, was smothered 
with remonstrances, and never even got out of the hands 
of the committee to whom it was referred, they finding 
NO CAUSE FOR ACTiox. Thtts cnJcd the affair now 
brought up to influence legislation in favor of hanging 
in the great State of New-York. Shame! shame! 

"Since the days of that memorial we hare had a Con- 
vention and made a new Constitution. In the Conven- 
tion it was thought advisable to h't Jfiigiiig fnfircli/ a./oae. 
Nor is this all. In Detroit there is now, and has been for 
two years, a daily press fearlessly esposing every attempt 
from abroad to support tho gallows. And what is a sig- 
nificant fact, this press is the pmj>le'f. a penny paper, 
and has the largest circulation of any paper in Detroit." 
This was the last wo hoard of the efforts of >Iiohisan 
to reinstate the gallows. The present law works admir- 
ably. A letter is before us from one* long resident in 
that State, and for two years chaplain in tho Michigan 
Penitentiary, in answer to enquiries put by ua, in which 
the writer says I "There never was a time since Michi- 
gan was a State when its morals were so pure as now — 
never a time when the State was so secure from the 
robber or assassin. In my opinion it would be impossi- 
ble to abolish the present law. Its practical working is 
admirable. Outlaws are brought to justice. They are 
convicted, and, consequently, secured, without effort; and 

* Rot. J. BillingB, 
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the people consider themselves iis safe from the murderer 
when in the Petiitetitiary as they would were he in the 
tomb. There he is, a living oxiimple to nil evil doers; 
and experience has proved that he is no more dangerous 
or diaorderly than other convicts."' 

Wisconsin. The Death Penalty was abolished several 
years ago in this f-tate. and gonci-ally the practical opera- 
tion of the present law has been favorable. Not so many 
murders have been committed by fif'y 3>er vvnt, in that 
State, in ratio to the number of inhabitants, as in some 
portions of Ohio or Kentucky, where the gallows is still 
in vogue. There are men, however, in Wisconsin, who 
have great confldcnee in the moral power of legal stran- 
gulation. They look upon the murderer with feelings of 
savage revenge. Their hearts pant for blood. They 
say — '-hang him;" innocent or guilty, '■crucify himl 
crucify him!" This spirit is rife in JanesviUC; 'Wi'^con- 
sin, so that not long since, a mob arose and seixed a 
man when being conveyed from the jail to the court 
room, under trial for murder in that county, and as the 
State had declared that it would not kill bim, because he 
had killed, thej took the responsibility to perform this 
heroic deed themselves. Amid horrid oath^ and the 
most impious imprecations, they trussed biui up to 
the limb of a tree and choked the life out of bim. 

Now, some persons, both in and out of the ?tate of 
Wisconsin, attribute this lawless deed to the want of the 
gallows in that State ; and say the Death Penalty must 
be reinstated, as if blood was never known to be shed 
where the gallon's was in vogue. But bow narrow is the 
vision of such men, and how limited their knowledge of 
the real facts in the case ! Let them reflect. Are there 
no mobs or murders where Capital Punishment exists? 
Let them look to Louisville, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, 
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New- York, California, or nearer home, to Illinois.* In 
all these cities and States the Death Penalty still esists. 
And jet how frequent are the most dreadful crimes per- 
petrated. In California not only the gallows is erected, 
but everywhere Judge Lynch presides at the trial of the 
offender and convicts and executes in the most summary 
manner. According to the statistics of crime just publish- 
ed in that Stat«, no less than 68 persona were put to death 
in this way, during 1855, and yet crime has not at a!l les- 
sened under this severity. On the contrary, it has in- 
creased. In 185i there were but 390 homicides. In 1855, 
under this lawless and desperate code, there were 538. 

In Wisconsin, there may have been an increase of 
orime, during the iast year; hut this is no certain 
proof that the cause of this condition was the inefficiency 
of the present law. The result of a single year is no 
positive test in a case like this. The circumstances 
showing an apparent permanent change for the worse or 
better, may be accidental. For instance, during the 
years 1845, '46 and '47 there was but one trial for a cap- 
ital offense in Massachusetts. But in the single year 
1848, there were seven — hceniij-onc times ni many as in the 
three previous years, a result not paralleled nor evea 
approached in the case of "Wisconsin. And this apparent 
change occurred in Massachusetts without any ehanpe in 
the Penal Code of that state. Now if Massachusetts had 
abolished the Death Penalty at the beginning of 1848 
what an argument this circumstance would have afforded 
the friends of the gallows in favor of its restoration. 

Such is the result of abolishment in our own country. 
We sum it up by saying, that in eiciy state nj our Union 
where the Death Penalty is eillicr practmiUt/ or ieaUy aho! 

• Iq CharlcslDD, Culea oouoty, Illinois, a Jreadtul mnrder was perpi- 
tratcd by a mob, aimilar to that in WiBconsin Ihrcfl niuntha ago '■ee 
pages 182—6 of thia work, Tvhera the particulars ara a.-scnbed 
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uhed, there ts less crints uf an atrocious character, than in 
thoge States'where. ii still exists. The feeling of sceurity ia 
not, therefore, diminislied in cunse([uenoe of abolishment. 
The law is more in harmony with public sentiment. 
The officers of justice are less embarrassed and more 
prompt ia their duties; the guilty can be convicted, and 
when convicted are secured and punished. Let the gal- 
lows be abolished in every State, and the same result 
would follow. 

EFl'ECT OP ABOLISUMil.NT 1\ KL^UOPi:. 

"When one casts his eye upon the history of crime 
and punishment in modern Europe," says Rantoul, "the 
phenomenon which first attracts his notice N the prodi- 
gality with which the Death Penalty wa.'t formerly dis- 
pensed, and the prodigious advance which has been made 
by a milder system of repressive policy during the 
eighteenth and the first quarter of tho nineteenth cen- 
turies ; and still more remarkably, during the last thirty 
years. As this mitigation of punishment has been tried in 
every part of Christendom, if any evil consequences had 
followed from it, some one would have been able to point 
them out, and to tell us when, where, how, and how long 
the mischief manifested itself. Yet among more than 
two hundred authors upon this subject, whose writings 
I have examined, I have never found but two who have 
seriously attempted to exhibit the evils which these suc- 
cessive meliorations of the law must have occasioned, if 
those wise men against whoso indignant remonstrances 
these changes were effected were right in their prognos- 
tications." 

It ia immaterial what countries we select as tests in 
our investigations, for everywhere wc shall find the results 
subtantially the same, viz.: in favor of mild and humane 
laws. We will begin with 
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England and Wales. — The adviinee of crime waa 
never so rapid as in the latter part of the reign of George 
TIT, In 1814, tiie conimittitls in England and Wales 
were 6,390, and in 1817 they were 13,032. They had 
more than doubled in three years '. And yet more 
crimes were condemned aa capital during the reign of 
George III. 'tliaii in the reigns of all the Plantagenets, 
Tudors, and Stuarts combined, as stern and hard as they 
were. But thirty years ago or more, through the instru- 
mentality of humane men, Great Britain began to soften 
her penal code ; and it was discovered that no sooner was 
the Penalty of Death repealed for any given crime than 
that crime was at once arrested in its progress, while 
all other crimes continued to advance the same as before. 
For instance; the Death Penalty for coining was repealed 
May 23d, 1832; for horse stealing, sheep stealing, cattle 
stealing, larceny in dwellings, (o^f £5,) in July, 1832; 
forgery, 15th Aug. 1832; and house breaking, 14th 
Aug. 1833. For these offenses, in the four years ending 
with 1831, there had been condemned to death 3,786 
persons, of whom 66 were esecuted. 

Now for these offenses, during the time mentioned in 
the table below, the commltmcuh were as follows: 

In tliree jcari. Commit mcnli. E.^ecutions. 

182T, 1828, 182n, 4,622 96 

1830, 1831, 1832, 4,724 23 

1333, 1834, 1835, 4,292 2 

In this class, the commitments fill 432, or about nine 

per cent,, in the three years following the repeal. But 

look at the result for those crimes where the Death Pen 

alty still remained :— 

In three years. Comrailmenla. EieeuUena, 

1827, 1828, 1829, 1,705 108 
1830, 1831, 1832. 2,236 120 
1833, 1834, 1835, 2,247 103 
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Here the commitments rate 5i2, or about thirty-two per 
cent, in defiance of tlie gallows, in six years. 

The result showQ above proved the same with refer- 
ence to eiejy crime. For instance, mitigation of the 
Death Penalty, for assaults on females, commenced in 
1835, During the four years ending Doc. 1834, there 
ivere 14 executions and 520 committals. During the 
nest four years, ending Dec. 1838, there were 4 executed 
and 628 committals. To have borne the same propor- 
tion to the increased population, the hist number should 
have been 551 instead of 328. Again, mitigation for 
arson commenced in 1837. During the two years end- 
ing in Dec. 1S36, there were 9 esecuted and 148 com- 
mittals; while during the two years following mitiga- 
tion, ending Dec. 1838, there were m executions and 
but 86 committals. 

But though Great Britain has demonstrated in its 
history, the fact, upon the one hand, that sanguinary 
laws always make men bloody and cruel, and upon the 
other, that, clemency on the part of the leoiislator always 
inspires humanity among the citizens, yet it has never 
cherished sufficient faith in the moral power of clemency 
to wholly abandon the use of the gallows. This event 
will come to pass in a few years, \Ve have presented 
the above simply to show the validity of the philosophy 
of humanity advocated in this work, and on which the 
results which we present are based. 

We now turn to an examination of the effects of the 
law in those countries in Europe where the Death Penalty 
is absolutely abolished for every crime. 

Tuscany. — "Here we find the most satisfactory proofs 
of the practical advantages resulting from the abolish- 
ment of Capital Punishment. The grand duke, Leopold, 
ascended the throne in 1765, and, governed by the en- 
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lightened counsels of Beocaria, he eonimenced a, generiil 
refoim of the penal code. After showing that ' the proper 
objeeta of punishment' are 'the redress of injury' and 
' the correction of the delinquent,' and that he ought to 
be 'regarded as a child of the state,' and that his ' amend- 
ment ought never to he abandoned in despair,' he goes 
on to decree in the following language: 

" We have resuJcfd tti (.tLolisJi, and (iff the present law do 
abolish, forevvr, the jiuiikhmeiit of death, which shall not 
be inflicted on any criminal, present or refusing to ap- 
pear, or even confessing his crime, or being convicted of 
any of those crimes which iu the laws prior !o these we 
new promulgate, and which wu will have to be absolutely 
and entirely abolishod, wore styio'l capita!. 

"Let us now look ut the effects of this esperiinent. "SI, 
Berenger, in his report to the French Chamber of Dep- 
uties, in 1830, says the punishment of death was abolished 
during a period of twenty-five years in Tuscany, 'and 
the mildness of the peual legislation had so improved the 
character of the people there, that there was a time when 
the prisons of the Grand Diithy were found entirely 
empty. Behold enough to prove sufficiently that the 
abolition of the punishment of deitth is capable of pro- 
ducing the most salutary eifects.' Mr. Livingston says, 
'that in Tuscany, where murder was not punished with 
death, only five had been committed in twenty years; 
while in Home, where that punishment is inflicted with 
great pomp and parade, six'ff nuirda-s were committed 
in the short space of three months in the eity and 
vicinity,"* 

But it is asked by the friends of the Death Penalty, if 
the milder code was attended with such beneficial results 

^ We lake ihe above from Mr. Spear-a valuable work ur 
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in Tuscany, why was the punishment of death afterwards 
restored? Simply because an enlightened and humane 
sovereign was succeeded by a foreign conqueror and 
despot. All despotism is based on the power of the ruler 
to datroy; hence all despots have been the most decided 
fi-iends of cruel and bloody laws. The mild code of 
Leopold was abolished and the guillotine restored by the 
conquests under Napoleon, a man who never studied the 
philosophy of clemency, but deluged all Europe in blood. 
What better could have been expected'' The heart of a 
Iamb is not found under the skin of a tiger. After his 
reign terminated and the power of liis government was 
lost in Tuscany, the Death Penalty was again abolished, 
and on the day of abolishment the people showed their 
joy by '■ rnshing en maase for the guillotine, not to put it 
in operation, but to commit it to the flames, and the bells 
rung a merry peal.' 

Russia. — -In Russia the punishment of death is never 
inflicted. The Empress Elizabeth ascended the throne 
in 1741. At that time she pledged herself never to de- 
stroy human life for crime; a pledge which was faith- 
fully kept during her entire reign. Catharine followed 
her example, and Nicholas governed by the same humane 
principle. And what has been the result after a trial of 
more than one hiiniJml yearx, during which the Death 
Penalty has been inflicted in that immense realm con- 
taining 62,000,000 of people only on two occasions? 
Why, the most satisfactory. The least number of murders 
are perpetra'ed in Russia of any cowiiry on the globe of On: 
same population. Count De Segur made this declaration 
on his return from that country in 1791 saying that 
Catharine herself had several times said to him : " We 
mvst puniih crime without imitating it; the pitnishm.eiit 
of death is rarely anything liut a vseles* iarharity." 
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Is it not singular that enlightened England and France 
have not, CTen yet, opened their eyes to the truth of this 
important fact? So satisfactory has been the trial of 
abolishment, in Kussia, that the reform has been carried 
into Finland. 

" Experience demonstrates," said Elisabeth, ■' that the 
frequent repetition of Capital Punishment never yet 
made men better. If, therefore, I can show that, in the 
ordinary state of society, the death of a citizen is neither 
useful nor necessary, I shall have pleaded the cause of 
humanity with success."' 

" By her mildness and clemency," said Catharine, "she 
did more to exalt the nation, and gave the fathers ot'her 
country a move excellent pattern, than that of all the 
pomps of war, victory and devastation." Well did a 
Russian writer eselaim : — 

"Blush! ye countries of a longer civilization, that 
Russia should teach you the celestial principle of reform- 
ing depraved morals, not by the sanguinary execution oi 
inexorable justice, but by the mild and divine precepts of 
heavenly mercy."* 

Belciuh-^Wc have full and accurate tables of crime 
in Belgium both before and after abolishment, but our 
limits will not permit ns to give them in detai!. The 
result there, however, after a trial of years, has been most 
satisfactory. The Penal Code was once exceedingly 
severe and executions common in that country, and, as 
a necessary consequence, crime was rife. With the de- 
crease of executions, as in other countries, crime di- 
minished. Thus in nineteen years, ending with 1814, 
there were 533 executions, 399 of which were for mur- 
der, or 21 per annum; the law was then softened, and for 
the nest Meen years there were 72 executions and but 

•Speer'a Esshv? on Tapifal Pimiabumnt. 
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114 murder?, or onlj' S j)'")' aiiiiuin. Capital Punishment 
was tken entirely abolished, and for the nest five years 
there were no eseeutions and but 20 murders, or onli/ 
four per annum. How remarkable the change, and how 
hard to credit with many; and yet it is the very result 
which a true philosophy warrants, as we show in our 
nest chapter. 

Bombay. It is thought by many that the gallows 
may be safely dispensed with in a highly civilized com- 
munity, but is indispensable in countries with a rude 
and ignorant population. Espericnee has taught, how- 
ever that strangling or beheading, burning or crucifying 
men or women, is juat as unnecessary and impolitic with 
one people as with another, while the moral influence is 
equally pernicious. Bombay is an Island in British 
India. It was obtained by the Portuguese in 1530 from 
an Indian chief and was ceded to Great Britain in 161)1. 
Iia population is nearly 200,000 of whom 120,000 are 
Hindpos, 40,000 Mohammedans, 12,()00 native Christians, 
15,000 Parsees and only about 5,000 English. And yet 
among this mixed and ignorant population, of Hindoos, 
Mohammedans and Parsees, — in the midst of heathen 
darkness, with but scarcely a ray of Christian light, it was 
found by actual experiment that killing for crime was 
utterly useless. On this point we have abundant testi- 
mony, but a single statement must snfliee. It is taken 
from the farewell charge of Sir James Mackintosh to the 
Grand Jury of the Supreme Court of Bombay, July 20, 
1811. He says; 

" Since my arrival here, in May, 1804, the punishment 
of death has not been inflicted by this court. Xow, the 
population subject to our jurisdiction, either locally or 
personally, cannot be less ihan two hundred thousand 
persons. Whether any evil consequence has yet arisen 
from 30 unusual (and in British dominions unexampled) 
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M circumstance, an the disuse of C^ipital PtinlshmeDt, for 
so long a period as seven years, or among a populatioii 
fo considerable, is a question which you are entitled to 
esfc, and to which I have the means of affording you a 
satisfactory answer. 

"From Slay, 1T56, to May, 17G3, (seven years,) the 
capital convictions amounted to one hundred and forty- 
one, and the executions were forty-seven. The annual 
average of persons who suffered death was almost seven, 
and the annual average of capital crimes ascertained to 
have been perpetrated, was nearly twenty: 

"For the last fifty years the population has more than 
doubled, and yet from May, 1S04, to May, ISll, though 
we had no capital esceution, there have been but six 
convictions for murder. Mardeva in the formor period 
with executions were, therefore, nearly as tlirrc to one to 
those of the latter, in which no Capital Punishment was 
inflicted. 

"This small experiment has, therefore, been made with- 
out any diminution of the seeurity of the lives and prop- 
erty of men. Two hundred thousand men have been 
governed for seven years without a capital puDishment, 
and without any increase of crimes. If any experience 
has been acquired, it has been safely and innocently 
gained." 

Here, then, are the results of abolishment. To what- 
ever country we tuvD our attention we fiud the same 
favorable response. Are not these facts significant? Let 
not out States, then, longer be "faithless^ but believ- 
ing." Cicero said, many centuries ago. -Away with the 
executioner and the esecution, and the very name of its 
engine ! Not merely from the limbs but from the very 
thoughts, the eyes, the ears of Roman citizens." Shall 
American Christians of the nineteenth century say less 
with referenee to Araeriran titizuns? 
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The facts wliieJi we present in the preceding chapter, 
will astonish many persons who huve given the subject 
but little attention, or whose education has been such 
that their prejudices ate wholly eiiUsted on the side of 
stern and inflexible laws for criminals. Some will doubt 
the validity of the philosophy upoa which the reform we 
advocate is based, and say i( i'k tm^oidbk. that a mild and 
lenient government should possess the power to prevent 
crime, that is found in a stern and uncompromising ad- 
Tuiniatration of justice. Even fathers and mothers who 
have long since learned the neceasilt/ of love and kind- 
ness in the government of home and the family, and who 
are certain from daily observation that those children 
are the most disobedient and cruel, who are educated 
under the most stern and cruel authority, will doubt the 
philosophy upon which they base all their hopes in do- 
mestic discipline, when they come to apply it to the gov- 
ernment of a state or nation and say, "tee dare not t>-usl 
it!" But what is a state or nation but a family? And 
we may be certain that whatever principles will exert a 
(212) 
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healthful moffil influence on the minds and hearts of our 
children, will esert the same influence on the minds and 
hearts of men and wunien, who are but children of a 
larger growth. The philosophy of humanity is in har- 
mony with the philosophy of Christianity, and is. there- 
fore, in favor of abolishment. Krery principle begets 
its like. "The grwe of G-od that hringeth salvation to 
all men hath appeared, tmcklng us that denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts we should live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world."* God's grace or love 
will produce this eiFect, but wrath, hatred, never. " The 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentancef'j not his 
vengeance. (Jhcist was once charged with casting out 
devils by Beelzebub the prince of devils ; but he denied 
the possibility of such a thing by showing that Satan, 
could not cast out Satan, or in other words, that evil 
could not allay or destroy evil, but only the Spirit of 
God — or goodness. Hence the injunction : " Be not 
overcome of evil, hut overcome evil tcith G00d;"X which is 
the only principle which can overcome evil. 

Now, in the philosophy of these Christian declarations 
will be found an explanation of the seeming mystery con- 
nected with the facts recorded in the last chapter, with 
reference to the effects of clemency. Cruelty and retali- 
atioQ fan up the fires of hell in the soul, while forbear- 
ance and gentleness allay them and awaken only 
thoughts of repentance and aspirations for a more virtu- 
ous and holy life. The lesson of the French sage is a 
true one; " Une hi rigoureum prod ail des rrimes" — harsh 
laws, beget crimes; and said Beutham: "If the legisla- 
tor be desirous to inspire humanity amongst the citizens, 
let bim set the example; let him show the utmost respect 
for the life of man. Sanguinary laws have a tendency 

'•"Tit. ii: 11. tRom. il: 4 fRnm, lii : 21. 
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to render ffliin tTuel, either by fear, by tmitiitioii. or by 
revenge. But laws dictated by mildness huinaiiize tto 
manners of a nation and tlie spirit of government.' 

Douglass Jerroid, in bis "Lessons of Life,'' gives a 
conversation between a monk and a iKiiiffman in Paris, as 
follows : 

"Ho! hold yon tbere, Father— '-■.«( ny)/-'.' 'Tis a 
brave i-campk to throttle a man in the public streets, on 
the gibbet. Why, I know the faces of my audience as 
well as Dominique did. I can show you a hundred who 
never fat! at the gallows' foot to come and gather good 
'example.' Do you think, most holy Father, that the 
mob of Paris come to a hanging as to a sermon — to 
amend their lives at a gibbet? \o: many come as they 
would take an extra dram ! it irives their blood a fillip — 
atirs them for an hour or two ; many to see a fellow man 
act a scene which they must one day undergo ; many 
come as to puppets and ballet -singers at the Point Xeuf ; 
but for example, why, father, as I am an honest execu- 
tioner, I have, in ray day, done my office upon tiocitfi/, all 
of whom were constant visitors, of years standing, at my 
morning levees around the gallows, to witness the jerk 
and the struggle. That was the effect of a 'good example' 
Father!" 

Here is exhibited the philosophy of sanguinary punisli- 
ments; as an example, they harden and demoralize the 
soul, and prepare men for deeds of revenge and blood. 
When the state kills, it authorizes and saucliona the 
work of death. Naturally, man has a horror of taking 
human life. His instincts revolt at it, and his frame 
shudders at the thought of it. It is not the old and ex- 
perienced soldier who trembles at the blood and oarnage 
of the battle field, but the man whose sympathies have 
not been blunted by these dreadful exhibitions. Lei 
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the men, women and, children of any community become 
familiar with the work of death as sanctioned by the stat« 
in the execution of offenders, and their horror of blood- 
shed will gradually but certainly diminish, and they 
themselves will kill if they have what they deem suf&oient 
proTocation. The state has set the example. Duelling, 
bloody affrays and murders are fostered ind sustained 
by thegillows Thi* is wrong The stite in itsdign ty 
should teach i Icson to every man wjmin and child 
just the reverse Both by its laws and it's examples it 
ihouid car(,fully miintiin ind enforte thi, sacredness of 
human 1 ft; teachm^ that retilution and vtngeince be 
long alone to a sa\age sttte that to kill men because 
they have killed i'! but perpetratinp; the same e\il that 
it IS better to suffer wiong than do wrona: and that clem- 
ency, forbearance, gentleness, are more divine, ennobling 
and blessed than retaliation and vengeance. 

In every instance where a state or nation has exhibit- 
ed sitch an example it has operated upon the people like 
leaven on meal, assimilating their hearts gradually but 
surely to its own divine nature. The officers of prisons in 
Belgium testified, that from " their experience the abolish- 
ment of Capital Punishment tended greatly to soften the 
disposition of the mass of the people." The same report 
comes from Russia and Tuscany. Such a thing in Maine 
as a murder is very uncommon; and the consequence is, 
when one occurs the whole community is shocked in its 
every nerve; while in California, where executions are 
almost of daily occurrence, the fact that a man has 
been murdered is received as eooUy as the news of his 
marriage. 

What a true philosophy calls for as a preventive to 
murder and protection against it is, not the gibbet — not 
the blood of the offender, but coeeect moral senti- 
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MENI AMONG THE MASSES, AND ESPECIALLY A DEEP 
EBVBRENCE FOR THE SACRED NESS OP HUMAN' LIFE. 

Let the State see to it that it sets the proper example, 
and let all parents instil into the minds of their children, 
from Iheir very infancy, this reverence for liuman life, 
and they are effectually armed against deeds of blood to 
the last moments of their existence, as the consideration 
of a single fact will be Hkely to convince them. The 
Quakers, or Friends, arc very particular in the education 
of their children ou this point. Their religion utterly 
forbids the practice of war, duelling, hanging, or the de- 
struction of human life for any consideration. In their 
very infancy their children are impressed with this im- 
portant truth ; while always, in move advanced age, they 
are strictly forbidden to attend an execution, or mingle 
in the company of those who are familiar with crime. 
Now is it not probable that if all children were educated 
in the same principles we should have no need of gibbets 
or State prisons. How seldom is a Quaker arraigned 
for crime; and what is remarkable, //lerc is jw account on, 
record of a murder commilt»l by one of this sect. Here is 
the influence of early training and a correct moral senti- 
ment. On the other hand, the fact is notorious that 
those who have been guilty of the most villainous 
crimes were familiar with criminals and scenes of blood 
when young. An English writer records it as a fact, that 
some of the most desperate assassins ever incarcerated in 
the prison of the Old Bailey, in London, or hung be- 
neath its wails, were the cki/drcn of parents who resided 
in the alleys and courts in- that vicinity and who were con- 
stantly about the prison and icifncsses of every execution thit 
occurred. Thousands transported to Botany Bay, took 
their first lessons in crime at that place, and beneath the 
very shadow of the gallows. 
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Thus have we demonstrated that the philosophy of 
Christianity is the best possible, as the basis of oil 
human governments. Let us have faith in it and prac- 
tically adopt it. "■ Overcome evil with good." Would to 
God that men, especially Christian men, could give up 
the devil, as an incentive to purity, and confide more in 
the mora! power of God— or goodness ! 
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CHAPTER XV. 

TENTH REASON FOR ABOLISHMENT. 



Th^ galloKi docs not subserve aity of the great objects of 
fpuniskment. 

Ttia is OUT ooneluding reaaou for its abolishment. It 
is the last, hut hy no means the least in importance. 

There can be but three proper objeeta of punishment 
which are these, vi^: First, the reformation of the offender; 
Second, an example for the benefit of others; and Third, 
restitution or compensation. 

The first is the most important and legitimate object 
of punishment, which always implies corcetd'&n. "Pun- 
ishment is the infliction of pain in consequence of a neg- 
lect or violation of duly, n-ilh a view to correel the cell." 
Hence, endh'Si pain, ot pain that results simply in the 
death of the body, is not punishment, for the reason that 
there can he no opportunity for correction. The apostle 
declares that " No chastening for the present seemeth to 
be joyous, hnt grievous; nevertheless a/leiicant it yieldeth 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto them which 
are esercised thereby."* But if we "chasten" a man by 
strangling, or burning, or shooting him, what opportunity 

•Heb. lii. 11. 

(218) 
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haB be for atneudmeat. Cbristianity recognizes all men 
as brethren of one great family, and it demands that in 
devising punislimcnta ita votaries aliould be careful to 
adopt those only wbicb will reckim tbe vicious. The 
command ia; "If tby brother be overtaken in a fault 
restore such an one;" not that we strangle the life out of 
him. Thus is it enjoined upon us to exert ourselves to 
rectify and soften tbe disposition of our brother; to cor- 
rect whatever there is wrong in him, and raise up in hia 
Boul a power that shall be sufficient to counteract the 
power of future temptation. And can this be done by 
hilling him? How unchristian is this whole system! If 
our brother is overtaken in a fault we say, '* hang him! 
string him up ! He has broken the law of God and man 
and deserves to be killed !"' If be asks time for repentance 
we say, "give him no time!" '-He is a murderer, and 
should die!" So we kill him, whether he is prepared 
for the great change or not. Now this is not^u»i's/wii*n(. 
Bather ia it revenge, which is "the infliction of pain in 
consequence of the commission of injury, wilh a view to 
gratify a malignant passion." Should Christians ever be 
controlled by malignant passion? 

The second object of punishment mentioned above, is 
example for the good of others. We might pause hero to 
argue the right of society to kill one man for the good 
of others, but though the principle involves an absurdity, 
and, therefore, is not, and cannot be legitimate, this 
ia not the place for its discussion. Our object here 
is to show that the gallows does not subserve any of 
the great objects of punishment. As we have seen, 
killing a man does not reform hisD ; and we come now 
to say, that though we may kill him as an example, 
for the good of others, to deter them from crime and 
thus purify society, the practical operation of the act is 
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found, by imiversal esperience, to produce a condition 
the verr/ opposite of that which we desire; viz., instead of 
its being an example for good, it is an example for ccit, 
as we have a.bundantly proven by an appeal to fads, 
daring the progress of this work.* 

The third object of punishment is, Restitution or Com- 
pensation. It is no more than right, if a thief steals my 
purse, or a robber enter my house and carry off my prop- 
erty, that he be made to restore it. I am aware that this 
principle is not recognized in our penal codes. A man 
may steal a thousand dollars, be convicted and serve out 
his time in the penitentiary, return to the world and be- 
come wealthy; but the law does not demand that he re- 
store the stolen property. This is wrong. Individual as 
well as general interests should be recognized and taken 
eare of by " the powers that be." Reparation should be 
made. Both the law of Moses and the Christian rule de- 
mand it. " If a man shall steal an os or a sheep, and 
kill it, or sell it, be shall restore five osen for an ox, 
and four sheep for a sl!eep."t 

Sow, if the principle of restitution were incorporated 
into our penal codes, and offenders should be made to 
recompense a fair equivalent, either in money or by their 
labor in prison, those whom they had wronged by theft 
or robbery, it would not only approve itself to their minds 
aa an act of reason, but it would enforce a lesson of 
justice, which must prove beneficial, while at the same 
time it would serve, in part, as punishment for the 

But what we desire to say in this connection is, that 
even if our penal codes were based on the principle in- 
volved here, the killing of one man could never restore /he 

*See the lii. chapter o{ this vork, innhich this point is fully discussed. 
tSxodas, ixii. 1. 
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life of his murdered victim. It could not give back to the 
weeping widow and sorrowing eliildren, the slain hus- 
band and father. He is gone, and the sacrifice of ten 
thousand lives coii\d not restore him to the arms of those 
beloved, or return him in health to society. No repara- 
tion can be made for this dreadful deed save it be by 
the positive repentance of the heart of the murderer, 
manifested in a constant desire to employ a whole life 
of labor for the welfare and happiness of those who 
specially suffered by the death of the slain victim. Thus 
do we see that all the legitimate aims of punishment are 
denied by the gallows. StrangHng men on the gibbet 
till they are dead will neither reform them, prevent 
others from the committal of crime, nor bring back to life 
the murdered victim. 

Now, with all these plain reasons against the Death 
Penalty, shall we still continue it upon our statute books? 
" I speak as unto wise men, judge je what I say." 
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CHAPTER XVI, 

OBJECTIONS COSSIDEKED. 



We close what we have to offer in this work on the 
Death Penalty, by a consideration of a few ohjectiona 
light in favor of the gallows. 



"THE MURDERER IK N'OT FIT TO LIVE! 

But is he fit to die? May be you are a professed Chris- 
tian. Be cautions ; jou tread on dangerous ground here I 
Suppose the sentiment so generally taught in Christian 
books and Christian pulpits he true; viz: that the sinner 
who dies with his soul unregeue rated hy the power of the 
Holy Spirit, will be consigned to a hell of infinite and end- 
less anffuish, can yon have it in your heart to hasten his 
exit from this state of probation? He is a murderer; 
and "ye know that no murderer hath etei'nal life abiding 
in him!"* I appeal to you, fellow Christian, in the name 
of mercy, and of Him from whom i/ou espeet mercy, I 
ask, will you hasten the doom of the wretched victim? 
You have him safely secured by bolts and bars. He can 
no longer injure any living creature. Will you deny 
him the poor boon of life a little longer? It may be he 
is innocent. Will you take him from his stone ceil, from 
his wife and children, from father and mother, and thrust 
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him speedily out ot' lil'c, wlitri: lii' iihl'1 
down into a uevcr dying iiel!, wtiovc 



Yes, you would give hini time to repent :— you wouli. 
prepare his sou! for tlio purity ;iud bliss of heaven ; make 
of hira a saint fit for glory, and theu with your Christian 
hands strangle the life out of him on a gibbet. Yes, if 
he were innocent you ivould do thi,*, if you eonce'uxd him 
to be guilty. You would do it for your •■ brother in 
Christ." Many a Christian has been thus strangled by 
the hands of Christians; — In our own eountry. the act is 
perpetrated Lverj j eai or month — whilst the mini=ter of 
God stands by with Bible in ban I and pronounce" the 
doomed culprit a hopotul subiect ot immoital telicity 

Isow to us then, appeirs but little really thriatian or 
necLSsar> in all thi* ■1« I hi so Ik Ihf Lotd Ihite 

nopUamrcin ihi" ihlth ij IliC $li nfi TH4T HLPtNTETn 
hut rather ti ,1 Jie si oul I tx, , a , I l,i It G d has 

no pleasure in the deith oi i ulifntwt hi t wh-y 
should man' Wh> -.h mid 'ociefj thist m '■ofntj ' 
esftoially nhi,n the oftendLr is now a pun t,o>d (.bris 
tian with 1 henrt full of loic to dod and lo\e to man 
and therefore jwt fit to hi How binjuljr that ne 
should concede it eithtr uofi,S'!irj nr m haimonj with 
the demands of Chri«tianitj to kill one who aft<,r weeks 
or months of pri^erfal i,iortion b-od has (.onierted into 
a saint He is no lon.^er a muideiei but a brother 
Christian \\ hj should we kill him' It th\ bnther 
trespass agiinat thee sucn time-i in a daj and siien 
times in a daj turn again to thee saj in^ I > jeit tli ih 
sluiltfojgive lun " The tri&nd of the gallows «ill ^ne 
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the murderer iim'^ to repent, lie says, but af'tor ho repents, 
what then? Will ho '-forgive" him? Xot he. But he 
will admiuister tohini theeuchnrist in hia stone cell, then 
lead him, with a halter about the neck, to the gallows, 
make a hjpoeritical prayer over hiin, pull down the cap, 
give the hangman the wink, and as the drop falls and 
the body of his hrotker sways to and fro convulsed in 
death, he rolls his eyes up to heaven and asks God to 
have mercy on his soul, when he himself will have no 
mercy, not even on Ms body, for in an hour it will be cut 
down and sent to the disseetins; room. 

It may be said here that this same argument may be 
employed against the law that would impnsoii the re- 
pentant criminal. Vfo answer, that the two cases are 
not parallel. Strangling or beheading or shooting a fel- 
low creature is a work of blood and vengeance, and the 
worst and most unchristian use you can put him to ; 
while by a proper imprisonment, he is taken on a sort of 
probation, and may be instructed, disciplined and blest, 
through the very means of confiiieuient. Indeed, as we 
shall show in the second part of this work, this should 
be the leading object of punishment by imprisonment. 

"BUT THE MtTEDERER IS NOT ENTITLED TO LIVE." 

Would you say that, my Christian friend, if he were 
1/our father, or husband, or brother ? Oh, my God, how 
heartless and inconsiderate we are! 'When we see a 
man led to the gallows," says a thoughtful Christian 
writer of England, we should say, ■■ there goes my father 
— there goes my son."' If this were the spirit which 
pervaded society, could we say, ''the murderer has no 
claims to life? Why should we be so indifferent to the 
wretchedness that is the necessary conseciuence of hang- 
ing, simply because those who suffer arc strangers t« us? 
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Every man who is executed holds endearing relationship 
with some one. '-Is that T/our child?'' asked a gentleman 
in the streets of Boston, of a woman who, at the peril of 
her own life, had saved a little child from death hy a run- 
away team of furious horses; — '■ Xo sir," she replied, — 
" it is not nil/ child, but it ia mm<:boiIy's child !" Every 
man who is executed is somebody's ohildj and no matter 
how low fallen he is in sin; no matter how degraded 
and wretched he has become, the heart of the parent 
still clings to hint. Society may say that he has no 
claims to life; it may condemn him and strangle him, 
but the parent, the wife, the child, cannot give him up. 
I have seen euoujrli of the wretchedness brought upon 
the innocent in consccjucnce of the execution of the 
guilty. The day before the unfortunate Lccoant was 
hung in Cincinnati, three years ago, I visited his cell to 
sympathize with, cheer, and strengthen him. lie had 
just received the following message from his poor old 
mother, residing in Dayton, member of the Methodist 
Church, and now seventy-five years of age, "Oh, my 
son, my son, would to God I could die for thee, my son! 
my son !" Every member of the family was in agony 
for days and weeks. They could not sleep for thinking 
of the dreadful fate of the doomed man. How many 
thousands of innocent persona have dreadfully suffered 
from the same cause. It is recorded of Col. Hayne, of 
South Carolina, who was taken by the English during 
the American Revolution, that he was thrown into prison, 
loaded with chains, and afterward condemned to death, 
Hisson, who was permitted to remain with him, was over- 
whelmed with consternation and grief His father en- 
deavored to console him. "To-morrow," said he, "I set 
out for immortality ; you will accompany me to the place 
of my execntioE : and when I am dead, take my body, 
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and bury it by the side of your mother.' The youth 
here fell on his father's neet. ei-yiiig; '-Oh, my father, 
my father, 1 will die with you! I irill die with jou !" 
The nest morning Colonel Hayne was conducted to the 
place of eseeution. His sou accompanied hiia. Soon as 
they came in slight of the gallows, the father strengthened 
himself, and said, " Now, my sou, show yourself a man ! 
That tree is the boundary of my Ufo, and of all my life's 
sorrows. Beyond that, ' the wicked cease from troublini; 
and the weary arc at rest.' Don't lay too much at 
heart our separation : it will be short. 'Twas but lately 
your dear mother died. To-day I die. And you. my 
son, though but young, must shortly follow us." '■ Yea, 
my father," replied the broken-hearted youth, ■■ I shall 
shortly follow you, for, indeed, I feel that I cannot live 
long." And his melancholy nnlieipation was fulfilled in 
a manner more dreadfal than is implied in the mere ex- 
tension of life. On seeing his father in the hands of tlie 
executioner, and then struggliiifr in the h.iltor. ho stood 
like one transfixed and motionless with horror. Till 
then, proceeds the narration, he had wept incessanily; 
hut soon as he saw that sight, the fountain of his tears 
was staunched, and he never wept more. He died insane; 
and in his last moments oftfn called on hif father, in 
terms that brought tears from the hardest hearts. 

Hundreds of such incidents are on record. Some 
years ago, a young man hy the name of James Dawson, 
with eighteen others, was executed in England for trea- 
son. At the time, he was strongly attached to a young 
lady to whom he cspeetod to he wedded on the very day 
of his death. 

" Not all the persuasions of her kindred could prevent 
her from going to the place of eseeution. She was deter- 
mined to see the last hour of a person so dear to her ; 
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and accordingly followed the sledges in a hackney coach, 
accompanied by a gentleman nearly related to her, and 
one female friend. She got near enough to see the fire 
kindled which was to consume that heart which she 
knew was so much devoted to her, and all the other 
dreadful preparations for his fate, without being guilty 
of aoy of those extravagances her friends had appre- 
hended. But when ail was over, and she found that lie 
was no more, she drew her head back in the coach, and 
crying out, 'My dear, I follow thee — I follow thee!— 
sweet Jesus, receive both our souls togeikcr!' — fell on 
the neck of her companion, and expired ia the very 
moment she was speaking." 

Here we gather a glimpse of (he wretchedness brought 
upon the innocent through the instrumentality of the 
l>eath Penalty. Would we then trample every vestige 
of mercy under our feet and strangle the life out of our 
fellow creatures, without regard to others whose hearts 
are full of affections, simply because we have conceived 
the idea that they are not entitled to life? It was ouco 
said that the burglar, the thief, and the robber were 
not entitled to life; but, thanks to God, that day of dark- 
ness has passed and a brighter and move hopeful has 
dawned. 

In conclusion, then, I would say, my fellow Cbrisliaii 
— or fellow mortal— for we arc alt mortal whatever our 
views— let us study and labor for the advanecmeut of 
humanity. If the gallows is not a Christian institution, 
— if it is not neeeessary — if it endangers the lives of the 
innocent — if it will not secure either individual or pub- 
lic safety — if executions are deleterious — if their influ- 
ence is only to harden the heart and multiply crime — in 
a word, if we have proven what wc have attempted in 
this work, why should the gallows esist a single day 
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loEger in any State in our Union of States ? Down with 
it, then! It belongs not to the present, but to a darker 
age. If we are Cliristiana let us trample under our feet 
the very spirit nliieli sustains and perpetuates it, and in 
future look only to the cross of Christ for light to direct 
us. We 'need have no fears to go where he leads; for 
he is tte '■ Way, the Truth, and the Life." If wo base our' 
laws upon Sis law of mercy and justice wc shall be cer- 
tain of aeeuring the best good of ourselves and our fel- 
low men. 

" The quality of mercy is not strained ; 

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 

Upon the place beneatli ; it is twice blessed ; 

Jffi hUsselh kim that gtveth and him tJiat takes ; 

'Tis miglitiest in the mightiest ; it becomes 

The throned monarch better than his crown ; 

His sceptre shows tlie force of temporal power, 

The attribute to awe and majesty. 

Wherein doth sit tlie tlread and fear of kings. 

But mercy is above the sceptred sway ; 

It is enthroned in the heart of kings ; 

It is an attribute of God himself; — 

And earthly power doth show hkest God's 

When mvcy seasons justice." 
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THE PRISON. 



CHAl"rER I. 

CalME-THB CRIMINAI. AND THE PRISON. 

In New-Sork city, duriup; the year 1855, nearly 
3-1,000 arrests were made; in Pliiladeiphia, 38,657; in 
Cincinnati, 12,560; in Boston, 13,200; and- in other 
cities nearly the. same, in ratio to the population. A 
largo portion of those arrested were discharged ; while a 
large portion were guilty only of small offenses. In 
1850, aeoording to the United States Census, the peni- 
bentiaries of this country contained 5,646 convicts, while 
prisons of every description contained 40,000 criminals. 
In England and Wales, during the year 1853, there were 
27,057 commitments to the various prisons for crime. 
In addition to this, it is estimated that London contains 
30,000 Viigrant men and women; that is, men and 
women who have no steady em ploy m en tf— who are cor- 
mpt in their morals, poor, filthy, intemperate, and 
many of them wretchedly loathsome. Paris, 20,000. 
New-York has nearly 4,000, Philadelphia 3,500, and 
Cincinnati 1,500 of this class. Following in their foot- 
(2311 
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steps, there axe 60,000 yagract eLildren ia London and 
Paris, and nearly half this number in the three large 
American cities above named. These children obtain 
no instruction from our schooSs, though our achool- 
hOuses are always open for their reception. Thej ate 
poor, ragged, corrupt, vicious, and fast approaching the 
moral and physical condition of old offenders. These 
vagrant men, women and children, live ctiefly by petty 
thieving. They never steal large amounts, but are guilty 
of pilfering any small thing upon which they can lay 
their hands and turn to immediate use. The parents of 
such children not unfrequently instruct them iu the art 
of thieving, so that from this class come thousands of 
our most adroit pick-pockets and burglars. 

In the foregoing we have mentioned only a few great 
oities of the Christian world. These classes exist, how- 
ever, in every city, town and country in Europe and 
America, and nearly to the extent, in ratio to the popu- 
lation, which we have mentioned. So that from these 
partial statistical facts it will be perceived that in a pop- 
ulation of 260,000,000, which is said to be the present 
population of Christendom, there must be, at least, 500,- 

000 human beings, young and old, guilty of various 
degrees of crime. What an army I And what are the 
demands of Christianity with reference to these classes ? 

1 write for all, but especially for Christians. Our States 
are professedly Christian States — our government a 
Christian government. I put the question to every 
Christian who reads this book, " What sJiall he done with 
these classes of <mr felhw-creaturesf" And the question 
is one of exceeding importance and fraught with in- 
terest, not only to the criminal classes themselves, 
but to all, for individual security and happiness are in- 
separably connected with the purity of public morals ; 
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and besides this, no man can tell liow soon the question 
may interest tim personally. His own eon — or daugh- 
ter — may soon he numbered with traasgcessors. We ask 
again, what shall be done with those classes? 

"We know wtat was done with them a brief time ago — 
and what js done with them in our day; and both the 
past and the present are full of prophecy for the future. 
In the past, men. Christian men, looked on criminals aa 
voluntary enemies of mankind; and treated them, not 
as weak, or dull, or unfortunate hitman beings, but as 
beasts. Even lunatics were treated in the same spirit. 
"Mad-houses were simply stone pens, or jails, encom- 
passed by high and gloomy walls — without a tree or 
shrub, or blade of grass; without shade in the heat of 
summer, or protection from the cold of winter ; with the 
hard, stony soil worn into hollows from the restless feet 
that trod it; and the only luxury there, a bench fastened 
to the wall with massive iron rings above it, so that even 
ia the open air, force, instead of care, might rule the 
wretched inmates." Into these places, and iron cages, 
were the unfortunate creatures thrust, and there kept in 
nakedness and filth. If restless, they were chaijied with 
iron and beaten with whips. If they gnashed their teeth 
and tore their hair, and raved, they were beaten all the 
more, aa if madmen were not our brethren, but deviU. 
And what was the result? Were these wretches cured of 
their madness? Was their condition bettered? Not at 
all. Such results were never contemplated. But what a 
change a few years has wrought I " Now," as one lias ex- 
pressed it, " lunacy is a disease, to be prescribed for as 
fever or rheumatism. When we find an incurable case we 
do not kill the man, nor chain him, nor count him a 
devil. Yet lunacy is not curable by force, by jails, dun- 
geons, and cages; only by the medicine of wise and 
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good men. What if Christ hail met one demoniac with 
a whip, and another with chains I" 

So with the criminal. All men regarded him, but a 
few years ago, as incurable, and worse than worthless — 
deserving only to he thrown into some wretched prison, 
or tortured, then killed, and buried in a dunghill. 
Criminal" were hcjurged and mutilated and branded with 
red hot ii on— but nevei instructed, improved and blessed 
as the religion of Christ and a common humanity de- 
m ind Thp whole appaiatns for punishing the offender, 
tiom the guillotine and the taggot down, was founded in 
the spiiit (f revengi' and f^rce, and never in love and 
utt action Jesus ne\ei drives any body into his king- 
dom with whtpi and toiture His language is not go, 
1 ut mini" Come unto me ill ye that labor or are heavy 
laden." How then could the system of punishment 
practiced by our fathers have been Christian ? 

Behold the prisons of Europe, but a single century 
ago I What was the design for which they were erected? 
Was it to safely keep the offender ; to treat him kindly ; 
to convince him of his error, instruct, reform and bless 
him, and send him back to the world when bis term of 
service expired, a better husband, or father, or son, and a 
more worthy citizen ? By no means. 

This is an idea, what we have learned of it, of modern 
origin. Prisons, even of a comparatively recent era, as 
wo have seen during the progress of these pages,* were 
simply dungeons of incarceration, into which men and 
women were thrown only to be abused and hidden from 
society. The most inhuman monsters were often 
appointed as keepers, and comfort or even kindness was 
seldom experienced by those whose misfortune or offense 
had placed them within the power of these men. 

»Soe pn^ef 38— T, extrnct from Mami.iilFiy. 
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All history attests to the fact that " torture in every 
variety; eliains, stripes, solitary confinement in dark- 
ness, dampness and idleness ; promiscuous crowding of 
offenders of every degree of guiltin the same loathsome, 
pestilential, narrow vaults; insufficient and unwiole- 
Bome food ; filth, illness of the body and sickness of tLo 
soul, are among the cruelties which have been inflicted, 
in every age, on the doomed criminal — whether guilty 
or innocent, as a punishment for his offense."* Where 
were the sympathies, where the wisdom of the Christian 
world during these ages? Where was the spirit, where 
the example of the blessed Jeaua ? 

It was not till the last century that society manifested 
sufficient interest in the class of men of whom I am speak- 
ing, to inq^uire into their condition, or even ask if it 
could not be bettered ; and it was then aroused from its 
lethargy mainly by the efforts of a single man. There 
were, indeed, previous nob!e examples of attention to 
those who were sick and in prison. The names of Oarlo 
Borromeo, Claudius Bernard and St. Vincent De Paul 
are all bright with deeds of humanitj'. But their good 
acts were confined mostly to particular localities. Not so 
with those of the immortal Howard, a man whose name 
will live in the hearts of the humane, so long as sin and 
suffering afflict our earth. He conceived that the whole 
system of criminal piinJshment was based on a wrong 
principle — that the cruelty men endured in prison was 
not only unchristian but wrong in itself, and he went 
about the work of reform. From the year 1773 to 1790 
— the year in which he died — lie spent his wtole time in 
visiting and inspecting prisons, first in England, Ire- 
land and Scotland, and afterwards throughout Europe, 
and in endeavoring to ameliorate the condition of pris- 

* EncjolopCBdin Amerieann, Vol. X, p. 342. 
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oners guilty of every degree of crime. In ttia sublime 
employment te chosa to apply the fortune witb. which ho 
was favored ; and when he disclosed to the world the suf- 
ferings and atrocities wh h wh d n p 
ona, all Christendom w fi d w h n n 
tioH, Thoughtful and h w h d t 
their own indifference nd n h wh x is d 
control over prisons swdbh nu a 
■with which thoy shran m h h 
eltiea committed und h y f 
themselves acoountahl h m d d 
and wrongs, notwith g h y w p d y 
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By tte preceding chapter we get a glimpse of wtat 
was done with, wicked men a little while ago. But the 
question returns what shall we do with them? They are 
still among us — the hardened criminal — the drunken 
vagrant— the young in crime — the degraded female — and 
thousands of vagrant boys and girls, as we have seen, in- 
habiting flUhy cellars and garrets in our large cities — 
candidates for the jail and penitentiary. These are ail 
in our midst and are so many members — corrupt mem- 
bers, but none the less members — of tlie " body politic," 
What shall we do witk them? 

There are yet those in society who say, '■ they are 
worthless ; cut them off and cast them away ; the sooner 
we are rid of them the better." But is this Christian ? 
Is it beat ? Would yon sever the finger with a felon, or 
the foot containing a sore, so long as the surgeon giyes 
promise of cure ? Would not amputation weaken the 
body and through sympathy injure its circulations ? 
The Sandwich Island savages once had a custom of kill- 
ing their old men and women, because through age and 
weakness, they were a tax on the efforts and strength of 
the younger. But that was a healhen custom. We are 
(237> 
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Christians. We are "all members one of anotlier." 
Christ is the Head of evbey man; he died for ALL, 
even for the most corrupt members of the great body of 
humanity! Why, then, should any man — any Christian, 
especially — say, cut off these base members forever 
from all iatercourse with hamanity, truth, goodness and 
happiness — hang them on a gibbet — plunge them into 
dungeons— show them no pity — no mercy ? Ah, Ohria- 
tian reader, do you not expect mercy at the hand of G-od ? 
You have " no patience," you say, "with wickedness." 
No patience with those, even, who would strive, as Christ 
did, to better the condition of these perishing ones. 
" Why show sympathy for a thief?" you ^k. " Why 
talk, and preach, and speculate about, and strive to bless 
those whom God has cursed ? Why build ' magnificent 
prisons' for the comfort of such men? and expand mil- 
lions to better their condition? This is all mock sym- 
pathy, and I can bave no patience with it." 

But would this be your feeling, this your declaration, 
if your father, or son, or brother were a convict? And 
has it never occurred to you how easy it is for human 
nature to yield to temptation ? and how possible it is for 
even yov to become a criminal ? Many pi-ofessed minis- 
ters of Christ, who once sconted ail kindness and sympa- 
thy for the wretched offender, are now inmates of our 
penitentiaries. " Who art thou, man, that boasteth? 
Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." 
Are you a Christian, aud yet refuse to show mercy to 
those out of the way ? Have you studied the history and 
teachings of your Master? Was he ever out of patience 
with the wretched criminal ? Has he not instructed you 
to visit those who were in prison ? and behold his sym- 
pathy for the miserable thieves as he hung upon the 
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cross. Even in the midst of malediction Jie only blessed. 
Piwhave no patience j and yet behold the patience of 
Jesvs, and of God the Great Sovereign of the imiverse, 
" It is not the will of your Father which is in Heaven 
that one of these little ones should perish." When all 
had become wicked — all had gone out of the way — when 
"there was none good, no not one," God was not impa- 
tient, but he sent his only begotten and well beloved Son 
to die for the world as an example for jnan, and to com- 
mend his love to his great family. 

■' O, for grace our hearts to soften, 
Teich us, Lord, like theo to love ; 

We forget, ilaa, too often. 
What a friend we have aiiove. 

Hear the story of Abraham and the sinner, and learn 
a lesson of patience and humiliation : 

"And it came to pass that Abraham sat in the door of 
his tent, about the going down of the sue. And behold, 
a man bent with age, came from the way of the wilder- 
ness, leaning on a staff. And Abraham arose and met 
him, and said unto him, turn in, I pray thee, and wash 
thy feet, and tarry all night ; and thou shalt arise early 
in the morning and go on thy way. And the man said, 
nay, for I will abide' under this tree. But Abraham 
pressed him greatly. So he arose and turned and they 
went into the tent. And Abraham baited unleavened 
bread and he did eat. And when Abraham saw that he 
blessed not God, he said unto him, Wherefore dost thou 
not worship the Most High God? And the man an- 
swered and said, I do not worship thy God but mine. 
And Abraham's zeal was enkindled against the man, and 
he arose and fell npon him and drove him forth with 
blows into the wilderness. 
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And God called ivnto Abraham, saying, Abraham 
where ia the stranger ? And Abraham answered, Lord 
he would not worship thee, neither would he call upon 
thy name; therefore have I driven him out from before 
my face into the wilderness. 

And God said, have I borne with him these hundred 
and ninety and eight years, and nourished him and 
clothed him, notwithstanding his rebellion against me, 
and couldst not thou, thyself a sinner, bear with him even 
one night f" 

I know that we profess to be Christians, but how little, 
after ai), do we cherish aud practice what ia Christ- like. 
How little do our criminal jurisprudence and our feel- 
ings toward the guilty partake of the nature of the Chris- 
tian religion— a religion which recognizes God as a com- 
mon Father, and all men as hrethren — belonging to the 
same great family, possessing the same physical and mor- 
al nature; subjects of the same temptations, and destined, 
ultimately, to the same immortality. All are sinful. 
Perfection is not known to mortality; but some are more 
sinful than others — not innately, hut from a difference ia 
organization, circumstances and education. This is the 
history of man from the beginning. The weak and the 
strong, the righteous and the wicked, the rich and the poor 
mingle together, and the Lord is the maker of them all. 
Christianity contains the Jatheu's instmetiona for the 
government of his family. He would haTe them all 
happy, all blessed ; and to this end he makes it the duty 
of the strong to assist the weak; the righteous to hear 
with and reclaim the wicked; and the rich to sympathize 
with and aid the poor. We gaze upon the loathsome, 
ragged vagrant — diseased externally and internally — or 
upon a herd of offenders against the laws of God and man, 
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huddled in jail, or at work in the penitentiary, with gailt 
and self-abasement enatamped upoa their features, and 
we say, " they are doomed ohjects of the law's vengeance, 
good enough for them — no matter how cruelly they are 
treated — they are not entitled to the sympathy or aid of 
good men !" But what a violation is this of the spirit 
and teachings, the history and death of the blessed 
Jesus! How did he labor for the little ones and the 
weak of earth's children. How kind was he to the un- 
thankful and the evil. Follow him from city to city, 
over the mountains and along the valleys of Judea; 
sec him in the hovels of the poor — the abodes of wreteh- 
edness — in the cells of the prisoner — and every where 
and always is he laboring for tlie doomed millions of 
(rod's family. It is for these that he specially toils. "lam 
not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance."* 
" They that be ivhole need not a physician but they that 
be stc/cf" " The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the ^oor; 
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted., to preach de- 
liverance to the captiueB, recovering of sight to the blind, 
.... and to set at liberty them that are hruiiied."X 

The classes that we have mentioned are wicked and 
dangerous — they lack moral principle — and are some- 
times even desperate. Society has a right to secure 
them — to punish them. But it has no right to go beyond 
the dictates of merey and justice and punish with ven- 
geance. It has no right to debase one of its members any 
more than is absolutely necessary to the attainment of 
its design. It has no right to endanger the health or the 
intellect, or injure the remaining principles of any, even 
the most abandoned and desperate; but it should mete 

' Matthew 9; 13. ( Mntlhew 9: U. % Luke i: 18. 
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out punishment wUh an eye single to the good of thi o^midei 
o/rA public aecuriti/. This is the demand of the Christiau 
religion. It will allow nothing short. The criminal la 
unfortunate. If there is a weakly horn, or waywaid, un 
fortunate ehild in the family, wil! the good paient, or 
hrother or slater, east him out and curse him? Would it 
not rather he a dictate of kindness and wisdom for all the 
family to unite their energies to instruct, improve, cor- 
rect and bless him? And this is precisely w^at Chris- 
tianity asks of you and me and all concerning our weakly 
organized, sinful and unfortunate brethren and sisters of 
the human raoe. And thus does it demand of us to do 
something fm- them, a truth which the great mass of 
Christians have yet to learn. They have conceived that 
if they have doivi away with them; they were performing 
their whole duty. " The Sou of Man came not to destroy 
men's lives but to saw them," 
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Having shown the demands of Christianitj and a com- 
mon humanity with reference to the classes of sinful 
beings we liave enumerated, let us now proceed to state 
more definitely their condition, and what society is doing 
and should do in their behalf. And we begin where it is 
proper we should, viz; with abandoned vagrant oniL- 

DREN, OR CRIME IN EMBRYO. 

Think what a child is — ^our child — wbat it may he 
with a careful tender culture — what it is likely to be if 
abandoned to the temptations and wickedness of the 
world, and answer your own conscience if it is not the 
duty of the strong, the rich, the guardians of Christian 
society, to see to it that no child of this great family be 
left to perish for the lack of a home, kindness and profit- 
able instruction? And yet, how sad is the thought that 
every great city contains thousands, some of them tons of 
thousands, who are thus abandoned. Abandoned! How 
little of Christ is in that wordl Did .He ever abandon 
any of the great family, young or old, no matter how 
sinful or wretched ? And yet, all over the world, there 
are thousands of men and women, and even little chil- 
dren, abandoned by one another and by all men, to the 
(24b1 
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Ittst of liellish passions; to crime and to a career of sin, 
degradation and death. 

During the year 1854, there were more than 10,000 
arrests and 6,000 oommitments of boys, and 12,000 arrests 
and 7,000 commitmeuts of girls in the city of New- York 
alone, between the ages of five and fifteen. Great God ! 
what a thought! Twmly~two Otomand children of this 
description in Christian New- York! Think of the vice 
— the young depravity — the taint and moral desolation. — 
the hlasphcniy, obscenity, drunkeaaess, wantonness — the 
rags and filth conneeted with these thousands, and the 
history of a life of crime, suffering and death which may 
follow, and if you have tears — weep ! 

Bo you say — as many Christians have said, our fathers 
and mothers especially-— that "these vagrante are born 
to crime — are full of evil — totally depraved — no one can 
benefit them— send them to the prison or the gibbet, they 
have no claim on our humanity!" But would you say 
this were your child or your son's child included? And 
he may be ; who knows? Can you say it, and possess the 
spirit of Christ? Was He ever thus heartless? These 
children are depraved, sinful, wicked, but in, their nature 
no more so than others. We visit the dark and narrow 
alleys of our great cities, where dwell hogs and filth — we 
enter the wretched cellars and garretg, and if we remain 
for any length of time, we may discover an exhibition of 
human nature most depraved and sorrowful to contem- 
plate ; but just what any man of sober judgment would 
expeot wader (he circumstances. 

The soil and the seed of virtue — of pure and generous 
emotions and principles — as well as their opposite, are 
in the nature of every child. What they need is care 
and culture. The moral development of the child 
depends almost wholly on this. 
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Just aa the twig is bent the fi-en 's inclined. 
The abandonecl outcast children we hma described, 
whose mouths are full of blaaphemj and bitterness, 
whose hearts aro steeped in iniquity, and whose features 
are written all oyer with cunning, trickery and embryo 
villainy, perhaps have never listened to the words of 
persuasive kindness, or beheld a virtuous example. In 
the language of the Psalmist, " They were shapen in in- 
iquity and brought forth in sin." The curse of poverty 
— an awfal eurse— is upon them. Their parents may 
have died or forsaken them in infancy, or, what is worse, 
may linger in drunkenness and crime. They extend 
not to their children the eare and affection common to 
parents. They give them no good counsel. They put 
up no prayers in their behalf. They never send them 
to school or to the house of God ; hut, instead, podtivelt/ 
instruct them in the ways of depraviti/ and the arts of crime. 
There are thousands of children of this description in 
Cincinnati at this moment, from Jive to fifteen years of 
age, who have never seen the inside of a school-room, or 
heard a lesson iu virtue, but whose entire existence has 
been in the service of depravity, in which they were ed- 
ucated by their parents and associates. Oh, how unfa- 
vorable has been their position, and the circumstances 
by which they are surrounded, for the culture of the 
good soil and seed of the soul. Instead, all the depraved 
passions and principles of their being have been devel- 
oped. And what else could a reasonable man expect? 
These children are expert liars, thieves and pick-pook- 
eta, and by-and-bywill be expert burglars, counterfeiters, 
robbers and murderers, but it would be a marvel if they, 
— or one in a dozen— became a good Christian or citi- 
zen, or honest man, or virtuous woman, 
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Let one plant seed ia the bottom of a cold, dark oel- 
lar, and lie will vaise no fruit. The man who should 
attempt it would be pronounced mad. The suashine 
and sbowars and the hand of cultuie are necessury to 
inaure the desired result. So witb the moral eiements 
and affeotionate desires of the young soul. They need 
tho warm sunshine of a careful and tender love, and the 
soft showers of goodness, and kindness and affeotionate 
iustructiou. These will coax the better principles and 
desires forward into a healthful growth, no matter how 
cruelly the young soul has been neglected. 

At a place called "Long Island Farms," not far from 
the city of New York there are 1200 once al andoned 
children, who were picked up in the \ilest poitions of 
that great metiopol s inlaipno^v supjurtei ind edu 
eated at the jubhc expense Not one of them is totally 
depraved Their Yery natuies contiadiot this tooh'ih 
and pernicious old dogma V change i8 at once ol 3er\ 
able in their looks a id lehavior is soon as they iie fa i 
ly established in then new home ^n l feel -ind see and 
hear what they never bef re have felt oi seen or heaid 
viz: the wirm glow ot human kinlncs'* the beautiful 
picture of God s gieen earth ind the voice of real com 
passion. 

"It is interesting says one to «ee how tuldenly 
their better ntturts aie wifught upon by the touching 
the beautiful or by whatever i'* tiuly CI iistian The 
glad face of nature— the shining stiis by night — tl 
sweet carol of the birds — -the blooming, flower^,— the mel 
ody of music — the languige of Jesus — the voice of lo\e 
and instiuetion — ill this finish leady response in the 
young heart that is even suppised to he callous with 
evil, and will touch an 3 sibdue the soul and "oftrn the 
affections, when many other sterner things would fail to 
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anphhd ff A of wliieh shows that 

h 1j d h. di'eii, as well as lion- 

m t d f m d r tlie pure and beau- 

fu a w h n ded for the develop- 

B n h nd spiritual growtli of 

h p h n 

What IS the Stat doin^ h s class? What sJwula 

it do for them ? 

The State does nothing for these weak, abandoned 
Creatures, It does much against them, I have seen a 
little, abandoned, ragged child, destitute of covering for 
head or feet, and but seven years of age, brought into 
court by a corpulent, savage officer, tried, condemned and 
thrown into jail, to be the companion of felons. What 
was his crime? Stealing silver spoons from a rich man's 
table, in obedience to the instructions of his mother. 
What was his history? Birth in agarret, amid wretch- 
edness and want — the child of lust and crime — cradled 
in depravity, with the lullaby of drunken revelry — and 
schooled in deception and knavery. Already was he old 
in depravity. What else could you expect? And the 
State, instead of taking him at an earlier age, even, and 
becoming his guardian, sending him to good schools, in- 
structing his heart and intellect in everything virtuous 
and useful, and thus helping him out of his degradation, 
by the above aet it but plunged him in the more deeply. 
It made of him a felon — placed hioi in a college of fel- 
ons, from whence he graduated but to spend the life of 
a degraded criminal — perchance to die in the peniten- 
tiary or on a gibbet. And this by a Christian State I 
Oh, for shame! for shamel And this is what every 
State in our Christian Union is doing in the middle of 
the Nineteenth Century, and in this age of Literature, 
Education, Morals, Common Sense, Christianity, and a 
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" world-wide Immanity," for this class of periahing little 
ones. Massachusetts, New-York, Ohio, as States, all are 
employed in this same wise and blessed work. Last year 
New- York laid its strong arm on several little children, 
but five and six years of age. In the beginning of 1855 
we visited the Ohio State Penitentiary, and were 
informed by the Warden that the prison contained 598 
inmates. Sixty-five of the males were under 20 years of 
age. We had thought that the penitentiary waa designed 
for old offenders ; those of whose reform there was little 
or no hope, and against whose depredations it becomes 
necessary for society to aeoure itself by bars and bolts. 
But here we found this large number, too young to be 
desperate, and too young, also, to be given over to the 
huffetings of Satan. What hope can they have after years 
spent in the State Prison? What degradation! Who 
will trust or respect them? And howreadily and uncon- 
cernedly the State thus casts away, and forever, the 
whole earthly existence of these unfortunate youth, with- 
out one effort for their salvation or improvement. But 
what we desire specially to record is, that we found, in 
the penitentiary, one laAunder tltirteen years of age, sev- 
eral under Jifttett, and the day previous to our visit, a 
liftle girl was brought there from Dayton, aprisoner, hutthir- 
teen years old. We could not ascertain the name of the 
heathen judge who sentenced this child thus to a life of 
infamy. But this we know, that the State of Ohio, with 
its 4,000 Christian ministers and 50,000 Church mem- 
bers, sustains upon its statute hook the law by which the 
abominable deed was perpetrated. 

A Vermont paper * is placed on our table as we write, 
which contains the following; 

" There have been confined in our jail, during the last 

• Entland H^ald. 
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four or five months, two boya ageil about thirteen years. 
Last week there waa put into jail, a boy seven years of 
age, charged with the crime of stealing butter nnte ! In 
that jail are more than twenty persons confined for crime 
of all grades. Tbere are confined there, also, three mia- 
erable prostitutes 1 

" Into such company, hi all llie counties of this Stale, do 
the laws of Vermmit throw children who may, in their 
ignorance, have broken the letter of the law. Among 
criminals and hardened wretches, with nothing around 
them but barred doors, great hideous locks, grated win- 
dows, and everything which can remind them that they 
are rascals and villains ! No moral insttuotion, no good 
influences are provided for them. No voice of kindness 
reaiihes their ears. Idleness, bars, bolts and the rough 
voices of desperate and cursing men are around them. 
The State does not expend one dollar to reform the chil- 
dren who are sent t<i the jail. They go in suspected roguea, 
and go out with the feeling and detenaination of rascals. 
Each old companion greets each juvenile offender who 
comes from the jail, with— 'you've been to jail!' His 
eyes are pained with the full light. His limbs enervated 
with idleness. His body ia full of pains from breathing 
foul air. His heart ia faint with the taunts and gibes 
that greet him." 

And this is what Vermont is doing for depraved chil- 
dren. We turn from an exhibition of these facts to in- 
quire what sJiould be done for them ? 

Some cities, and towns, and counfies, and many indi- 
viduals, are doing something in the right direction for 
these perishing ones. Hamilton county, Ohio, has its 
House of Refuge or Reform School, for vagrant children. 
It is an excellent Christian institution, and a monument 
of wisdom and benevolence. It takes the child guilty of 
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oriine, and while it punishes him with eonflneiaect— not 
limited, however, by the stonD walls, hara and bolts of 
the building, but by the grounds of the estahlishment — 
it places him auder the best and most judicious teachers 
and keepers — furnishes him with a good home — with 
good food and clothing, supports an escelJent school, at 
which he is put six hours in the day, and to Sabbath 
School a Sunday, besides its chapel for preaching ;^it 
teaches him a good trade — instructs him in the impor- 
tance of virtue and integrity — in short, the whole ma- 
chinery of the institution is designed to aid, instruct and 
bless those who become its inmates, so that they may 
return to society improved and with hopefulness for the 
future. But what is that one institution for our county 
and State? It can accommodate only about three hun- 
dred pupils at a time, while Cincinnati alone will fur- 
nish more than three thousand. 

A few such institutions only, can be found in our 
Union ; but in them we perceive the indications of the 
remedy for the condition of these classes. Benevolent 
Societies are springing up here and there, with the same 
object in view. There is the "Ladies' Mission at the 
Five Points," New-York, which has snatched large num- 
bers of children from yice and ruin, and found them 
good homes in the West; and the " Children's Aid 
Society," in the same city, which has accomplished much 
in the same direction. "Its object is eaffieiently indi- 
cated by its name. It seeks first to remove the poor 
child from the coil of evil influences which have been 
thrown around him, and which have been daily strength- 
ened by the sharpest pressure of animal necessities. It 
comprehends the two-fold benefit of educatuyn. and labor 
' in its system of "Industrial Schools," Of these, 
at the present time, in New-York, there are eight, in 
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which a multitude of children are educated, tauglit to 
work, supplied with a warm dinner daily, and with such 
clothing as they can learn to make. In connection 
with these, there is one shoe-shop, in which thirty or 
forty hoys earn a livelihood. Another object of this 
society is to find employment for its heneficiaries out of 
the city, and during the past year places in the country 
have heen found for one hundred and twenty-five, where 
their employers treat them as their own children. 

These societieB, we repeat, are based upon the proper 
principle, and are laboring in the true direction. "They 
aim to break up the old associations of the degraded 
child, to throw around him the atmosphere of a true 
home, afld to blend intellectual, moral and religious 
training with that true charity which teaches one how to 
assert his true manliness, and support himself by the 
honest labors of his own hands."* 

But a work like this — so important to the degraded 
classes themselves, and the purity of society generally, 
possessing moral and practical advantages so immense, 
should not be left to the caprice and uncertainty of vol- 
untary benevolent societies aloue.f The State is inter- 
ested in the matt«r, and should move, and move effectu- 
ally ih it. There are 6000 children in Cincinnati who 
attend no school. This should not he permitted, unless 
they are engaged in some honorable employment. No 
vagrant or truant children should be allowed in our 

* Humanity in the City, by Rev. B. H. Ctapin. 

t " The popukitian o£ the l^iladdpliia House of Refuge at tha begin- 
ning of the jear," aays the AnnuEil Baport o£ that inatitution, " was 864, 
Had nt its close 302. The largest naiuber nader ears nt one time during 
the year was 467. AveraKe (Uiily number 385 — about one-third being iu 
the ixJored (lepartinont. It ia nell for us Hhnl three or four hundred of 
our negleotcd vioiooa uhitdcen ate tinder refucming lafluaueeE : but what 
hope is tihere (or the foett-hink FiFpiitHS that the report pr''3enta to 
ns aa the lowest estimate of ths number who are ' growing up in idleaees, 
viigraaij and crime V " 
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Streets or drinking cellars and saloons, around the levee 
or other public places, or even at homo, without a proper 
excuse. Every family should he visited in each ward, 
by officers appointed and paid by the State — their con- 
dition noted, and the children obliged either to attend 
school or employ their time in some useful avocation. 
If the parents are poor, unable to spare their children 
from home, or to properly clothe them or furnish them 
with hooka, then let the State assist them. — cautiously — 
judiciously— kindly, but determinedly, protecting their 
interests, and doing for them what they are not capable 
of doing for themselves. 

Thus should the State become the OUAkdian of all 
those ignorant, sinful and weak ones who have not sufE.- 
eient ability or discretion, or the disposition, to manage 
their own affairs. In all great cities large numbers of 
men and women exist by receiving stolen property. 
Many of them keep second-hand stores, and encourage 
boys and girls of this description in stealing tools from 
workshops, produce from market wagons, goods from 
stores, clothing, spoons, knives and forks, and whatever 
they can lay their hands on, from dwellings and door- 
yards. Here is the school in which they receive their 
first lessons in crime. How important that all" such 
schools should be utterly demolished, and children thus 
engaged should be made to spend their time in institu- 
tions of knowledge and under the tuition of teachers 
who would not only educate their minds in the important 
rudiments of learning, but their hearts in the principles 
of virtue and integrity. And all this can be accomplished 
only through the efforts and determinate action of the 
State, systematized and enforced by a judicious law cov- 
ering the whole ground of need, 

"But," says the objector, "this would cost something." 
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So do OUT houses of coiTection, police courts, and jails, 
our criminal courts and penitentiaries, cost sometMng. 
ind is it not more humane and wise to jirevent crime 
ihan to punish it ? Most men of intelligence have come 
to know that crime finds its chief ally in ignorance, and 
that moral and mental abasement generally accompany 
each other. Formerly men were not of this opinion. 
A royal governor in Virginia onco thanked God there 
were no public schools in that province. Fajjts show the 
connection between crime and ignorance. One half of 
the criminals in this country for the last forty yearSj 
could neither read nor write. In the several cities of 
the State of New York, from 1840 to 1848, there were 
29,949 persons convicted of crime, aa returned by the 
sheriffs of the several counties. Of the persons so con- 
victed, 1182 are returned as having received a " common 
education;" 444 as " tolerably well educated," and 128 
only, or one ia about two hundred, as " well educated." 
Of the remaining 26,225, about halfcovXA barely read or 
write; the residve were wliolly destitute of Uterary imtnic- 
lion. Of 1122 persons convicted in the same State in 
1847, 1084 were utterly destitute of education. Of 134 
persona convicted in 1848, twenty-three only had a 
"common education;" thirteen a "tolerably good educa- 
tion," and ten only were returned as "well educated," 
while eighty-eight could neither read nor write. 

"We have mentioned a single State. An examination 
into the statiatios of other States ahowa nearly the same 
result. In the South, ao far as we have the meana of in- 
vestigation, the comparative number of criminals utterly 
destitute of education, is still greater. And yet, notwith- 
standing these facta, with the esiatence of which every 
intelligent citizen should be familiar, every community 
contains men who look with distrust upon the ii 
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liberality of our public expenditures in the cause of gen- 
eral education ; aa if money expended hy the State to 
cduoate the masses were a public losa. But if the masses 
grow up in ignorance we shall have a nation of oriminals. 
Nineteen out of every twenty of the vagrant, children, 
and men and women of our large cities, can neither read 
nor write. Nearly all the inmates of our state prisons 
are utterly destitute of education, while out of the 165 
persons who were hanged in the "United States, during 
1854, 6u(«e!>m eould read or write. The United States 
statistics for 1850 show, that the State of Maine has a 
larger number of children at school in proportion to the 
population than any country on the globe, an 1 tl Stat 
is freer from crime than any country on the gl b An 1 
besides all this, it is positively less espensive t 1 te 
paupers and vagrant children than to take c f th m 

as criminals. The report of the Attornej C n If 
Ohio, for 1854, shows that the cost of trial and n t n 
of the criminals of this State, during that y w 
trifle over 873 each. " While the school tax 1 In 
der our present system, amounts to but $1 50 t h 

youth between five and twenty-one; and aa tl f tl 
of these youth, or 600,000 attend school du g m 
part of tlie year, the sum expended for th t n f 
each is only 12,00. So that the cost of con t n th 
criminals would have instructed them in comm n h Is 
for forty years; or it would have paid for th t t n 
and that of the next three generations of th 
sors (making 800 in all), for a period of nea ly te y a 
each."* 

How great an advantage, then, to community and the 
State, would be a law which should so thoroughly sys- 

» The above is from an excellent ortiela on thia subject in tbe Oliio 
Jonroalof Eduoation. 
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tematiae a course of proeeedure by officially appointed 
agents for eaeli ward in our cities, and each town and 
plantation, as would secure the universal attendance of 
children at school, at least during a portion of the year.* 
It would not only keep them from much mischief and 
crime when young, but be the means of saving them 
from a life of ignorance and wretchedness, and make of 
them respectable and useful members of society. At the 
same time it would save expense to the State, lessen its 
number of criminals and paupers, increase the public 
Becurity, and add to the purity and happiness of all. It 
ia righteousness that esalteth a nation. 

"Ill fares the land to hastening ills a prey 
Where wealth increases, but where men decaf/." 



Let not the State, then, think so much of saving vioney 
as of saving mtm, by looking after the mental and moral 
wants of her thousands of children and youth who were 
so unfortunately born as not to have the ability or dispo- 
sition to look out for theinseives. They are the weak 
and perishing ones. " /( is nol flie will of your Father in 
Heaven (hat one of thete Utth ones slwald pmgft." They 
need not perish, if the State would look after their in- 
terest with half the seal she exercises to get or retain 
political power. Political parties hold great conventions, 
make great speeches and sometimes get very drunk on 
the people's money, and all to secure to political dema- 
gogues the spoils of office. Would it not be very hopeful 
if, for once, they should meet to devise ways and means 
for aiding the weak ones of the "oody politic" in their 
efForts to live honest lives, and thus escape the Peniten- 

* Ofooarae wa are apeakii^ witli i-eferenoa to tiia Frea Statea, whera 
fraa achoola aro universally sustained at the public expense. 
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tiarj and the gibbet; or in. some similar way sliow their 
regard for the interest of society. A State Barm. School 
for the class of whom, we speak— ample, and conducted 
on truly philosophical and Christian principles — would 
he of more real value to a State, than many drunken, 
boisterous eonTentions. Ohio takes criminal parents 
and locks them in jail, while the children wander about 
the streets, sleep under carts, in door yards and hay- 
lofts, and furnish themselves the means of sustenance 
by theft. Would it not he well for her, at least to insti- 
tute a law by which these little ones shall be taken care 
of, and not left to perish utterly, under such circura- 
siances ? Would not the act be Clirktian, though not 
popiilar with demagogues? " I speak as unto wise men, 
judge ye what I say," 
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CHAPTER IV, 
THE CRIMfflAL-inS TBHATMENT. 



We leave crime in embi-yo, and pass to the considera- 
tion of the demands of humanitj and CKriatianity, with 
reference to the real offender. 

We will first notice the duty of the Stat* toward those 
guilty of small offenses. These constitute a large major- 
ity of those who violate the law. Out of the 36,000 
arrested in Philadelphia in the year 1855, but few were 
eenteneed to the Penitentiary. So of other cities and 
towns. Thousands are annually brought before the 
police court of Cincinnati, while the number we furnish 
for the Columbus State prison is, compavatiyelj, exceed- 
ingly limited. The youthful offender, guilty of larceny, 
the old vagrantj the drunken debauchee — the wretched 
prostitute— these go to swell the list upon the police 
recortl of every city, and constitute more than six-sevenths 
of all their arrests. 

And what is the State doing /or these classes? Liter- 
ally nothing. Nothing to benefit or bless them, but all 
to injure and curse them. Let us look at the facts. 

A man ia a common vagrant. He is brought before 

the judge of the police court, and sentenced to what is 

22 (257-1 
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desii^ned to lio the House of Corrtotion, for five, len, 
twenty or fifty days, on " bread and water." ¥emale 
vagrants are bvouglit in, in tlie same manner, and done 
for in the same way. Prostitutes, both old and young, 
who are a thousand times less guilty of any criminal 
offense, than the wretchea who were inatrumenta! in 
their ruin, are either sent to the house of correction or 
the common jail. Every morning exhibits a number of 
these classes in the police court of every great city. 
Monday morning, usually, presents the largest Hat. 
Fifty or eighty are sometimes brought before the mayor 
of Cincinnati in a single day. The common jail, or the 
rookery, or the house of correction receives them. But 
does the jail, or the rookery, or the house of correction, 
with its "bread and water" fare, correct them? Do they 
leave their place of punishment in the least improved 
morally, physically or intellectually? Are they put to 
some healthful and proper employment? Are they met 
with the voice of kindness and affectionate persuasion, 
in their prisou? Are Christian men and women 
appointed by the State to oversee them, and employ 
every means which a benevolent wisdom has sought out 
to win them to the paths of virtue? Never. Instead, 
they are visited with harsh words, and ofttimes with 
positive cruelty and hatred. The State punishes as if 
its sole motive were vengeance. And it too often 
appoints men as overseers of these places of confinement 
who are utterly ignorant of any higher object in the dis- 
charge of their duties. Utterly regardless of the position 
of their victims as human beings, and entirely destitute 
of sympathy for them, they either treat (hem with heart- 
less indifference, or heap upon them curses, and torture 
them with blows. So that when they return to the 
world, it is not with chastened affections and a resolve on 
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amendment, but rather with a more bitter and vindiotive 
spirit and a BtroDger determination to follow in the paths 
of crime and poUutioa. So that a few days only inter- 
vene, ero they are again brought before the mayor for 
another trial, and sentenced to ten, or twenty, or fifty, or 
a hundred days at the house of correction; and each 
time they are forewarned by the court, that if again 
found in violation of the law, it will be under the neces- 
sity of enforcing a more stringent punishment. The 
number of days are, therefore, increased, and the treat- 
ment rendered more and more severe. But they are 
never improved by such treatment. Over and over 
again are they subjected to the same ordeal; so that it is 
no unfrequent thing for old offenders to have been thus 
sentenced thirty, fifty, or even a hundred timea. A man 
in Troy, New- York, was imprisoned one hundred and 
sisty-eight timea for drunkenness, and a woman in Phil- 
adelphia over two hundred times. Is it said, that they 
are ao depraved by nature that no' power on earth can 
improve them? This is simply au error. The very mau 
whom we just mentioned as having been imprisoned one 
hundred and sisty-eight times for druakennesa, and 
whom every body said no power on earth eould improve, 
was effectually reclaimed by the kindness, assistance and 
affectionate persuasion of the Waahingtonians twelve 
years ago, and to this day is an industrious and sober 
man, and good citizen, husband and father. 

By the employment of the same means, (which are 
simply those that God has ordained through Christ, or 
in other words Ohriilian,) the State could have reclaimed 
him fifteen years earlier, and thus saved him and his, 
from a life of infamy, and itself a heavy expense. 

But perhaps the worst feature in our present system 
is the injury done to the young and comparatively inno- 
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cont, by placing them in tke compaay of the laoat de- 
praved and polluted. All are made to herd in common 
together. In all popubus cities there are large numbers 
of both sexes out of employment. By a careful inquiry, 
it has been ascertained that there are on an average 1500 
females, of this description, in New- York, 1300 in Phil- 
adelphia, and 500 in Cincinnati. Many of them are 
orjpham, and are homeless and friendless, and in conse- 
quence of the emergency that want brings, they are fre- 
quently subjected to fraud, imposition, deception, and, at 
length, to ignominy, pollution and death. We have 
been informed by an old physician of Cincinnati, that 
he has known scores of beautiful young orphan females 
to be led down, step by step, to ruin, purely from the 
simple fact of their position as orphans, destitute and 
friendless, with no kind father or mother to counsel and 
protect. The base deceiver, taking advantage of the 
destitution and isolated position of his victim, by hon- 
eyed flattery, the most earnest protestations of love, and 
the offer of rich presents, and a pretty little home all 
their own, in some retired place in the city, allures her 
to destruction. She yields to Ms embrace, and awakens, 
at length, only to find herself deserted, and in her own 
eyes and the eyes of the world — especially the Chrutian 
world — utterly and hopelessly ruined; and the conse- 
quence is, in many cases, alas, how many ! she plunges 
deeper and deeper down into the vortes of infamy. 

Now, for all such, careful Christian provision should 
be made, by the State, to save them. But there is no 
such provision. They are thrown -into the ahis house, 
the house of coiTcction, or the jail, in company with old, 
drunken, profane hags, and, no matter how young, made 
to listen to the most disgusting and awful blasphemy 
and obscenity. By the Report of the Prison Society in 
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New- York, we learn that there is constantly an average 
of one hundred females, old and young, in the prison in 
that city called the Tombs, all of whom are without 
any employment whatever while there, and are left to 
spend their time in auoh oonversation and acte as their 
depraved liyes might suggest, " Here, we found in the 
upper rooms," says the uommittee, "a number of young 
girls, from ten to twenty years of age, associating to- 
gether. It was a sad sight to see the little vagrant of 
ten or twelve years, committed for her destitution, and 
the want of a proper home and care-takers, cast into 
companionship with those whose conduct and habits had 
taken from them a name in respectable ' society, and 
whose corrupting influence must be powerful over those 
neglected and unfortunate children. In the yard of the 
prison were, about thirty women, seated on benches, 
many (perhaps the greater number) showing by their 
wretched, bloated faces, a poeitive proof of the cause of 
their incarceration. Others were in the cells, or walking 
in the entries, but with every opportunity to circulate 
the poison that festered in their own minds, and created 
a malaria wherever they moved or breathed." 

This committee also visited the prison for the same 
classes on Blaekwell's Island, in the vicinity of New- 
York, and speak as follows of what they saw and heard: 
"To this prison women are sent, who are sentenced to 
periods of confinement, of from one to sis months. A 
large majority of these cases are from disorderly houses : 
women, (many of them young,) to whom the glass, pro- 
fane oath, and licentious practices, are the habits of daily 
life. To some of these, the constant changes are from 
the abode of drunkenness and debauchery to the alms- 
house and the prison. Cases have been known, where 
women have been thus imprisoned fmty times, and in 
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their midst were 'several young girls, v)hu)>i' Lountunancti, 
ma a d IS le hat the hhghf of fh' dtstoyer 

ha h at at. d them. Fiom the Matrun we 

lea d h w wo hundred md MJ.fy womea 

th e II h ad ah hospital J.ad one hundicd 
and s J n a f ra hantee, shut up tos^ethei duiing 
thdy fnwhu mployment, and coiiupting, by 
th d adf aa n he good that still might remain 

in m Cud any p e or position be devised that 

would more certainly quench the remaining sparks of 
goodness in the young,, prostrate all hope of reform, aud 
lead to certain ruin, than this ? And here we discover 
the wisdom and the Ohristianity of the State, 

" It was a sadly distressing scene to witness, and to 
know," says the committee, "that so little effort was 
made to cultivate industrious habits, or refoi-m the mor- 
als of that degraded company; to the most of whom, 
perhaps to all. Providence had given the capacity to be 
useful, respectable, religious women. From occasional 
visits to these prisons, benevolent, earnest minds have 
seen the necessity, not only of efforts to remedy these 
evils, but that a preventive power could, and would effect 
great benefits to the unfortunate daughters of poverty. 



This is true; and what we contend for, is that there 
should be a reform in this entire department of police 
operations. The unfortunate beings above described 
should never he raaked with commoa criminals, and shut 
out from the world by the stone walls, bars and bolts of 
the gloomy prison. They never ban be improved or 
saved by any such means. On the contrary, it proves, 
in many instances, the direct and positive agency of 
ruin, by sundering the last link which binds them to 
society and gives them a feeling of right to make an 
effort for virtue. 
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What ttey need is encouragement, counsel, proteotion 
and some place they can call hOmk, where such protec- 
tion and encouiagement can be felt and realized hy them, 
and where they can feel some security against want. 
Whenever and wherever sueh means have been employed 
in their behalf, the result has been most salutary. A 
Quaker gentleman of great humanity, who was long con- 
nected with the criminal courts of Philadelphia and 
New-York,* relates that many years ago, when he was 
inspector of the prison in the former city, a middle-aged 
woman hy the name of Norris was frequently recommit- 
ted. On one occasion, she begged of him to intercede 
for her that she migtt get out. 

"I am afraid thou wouldst soon come back again," 
said he. 

"Very likely. I expect to he brought soon," she 
replied. 

'■ Then where will be the use of letting thee out ?" 
" I should like to go out," said she. " It would seem 
eo good to feel free, if for only a little while, to look up 
to the bright heavens, and enjoy the open free air." 

" But if thou enjoys liberty so much, why dost thou 
allow thyself to be brought back again ?" 

" How can I help it? When I go out from prison no 
one will employ me. I feel that everybody shuns me. No 
respectable people will permit me to go into their houses. 
I must go to such friends as I have. If they steal or do 
wrong, I am taken with them ; whether guilty or not, is 
of no consequence. Nobody will believe me innocent. 
They will all say, ' She is an old offender; send ier back 
to prison; that is the beet place for her.' " 

It touched his feelings to hear her speak thus; and he 

* Isaaa T. Hopper, who died io Nsw-Tork city two yenis ago, much 
Iftmsnted by eveiy Mend of HumuDitj' in the north. 
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said: "But if 1 slioulcl obtain steady employment for 
thee and a good home, wkere tL.ou wouldst be treated 
kindly, and bo paid for thy services, wouldst tboa really 
try to behave well ?" 

Her countenance brightened, as she eagerly exclaimed, 
" Oh, yes indeed, indeed I would ! But is there any place 
on earth that will receive me, and be to me a home, and 
can yow help me to it? If so, God bless you !" 

" I think there is, and I will try what I can do. Bat 
thee must not expect too much, as thee may be disap- 



"I used my influence," said he, "to procure her dis- 
missal, and succeeded in obtaining a good place for her 
as head nurse in the hospital for the poor, and the con- 
sequence was that she remained there more than seventeen 
yeart^ discharging the duties of her situation so faithfully 
that she gained the entire respect and confidence of all who 
knew her." 

" I have luded and encouraged," said he, "more than 
fifty younger females, who had become fallen and de- 
graded, by means similar to those I have mentioned, and 
it is a great satisfaction to me to be able to state to the 
world, that only two disappointed my expectations." 

Aid and encouragement, wc repeat, are what they need 
to benefit and bless them. And this is what the true 
Christian will strive to afford. Behold Christ. When 
the woman who had been taken in the very act of violat- 
ing the Jewish law — a law which demanded her life for 
the offense — was brought into the presence of Jesus, and 
her sin proven upon her, and all men condemned her, 
what was the language and the dealings of that pure and 
exalted being toward her ? Did he, by cruel words, and 
more cruel acts, crush out of her heart whatever feelings 
of self-respect or principle of virtue might have lingered 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



THE CRISIIXAL— HIS 

there? Not at all. Ho aided and encouraged her. 
" Neitter do I condemn thee; go thy way and sin ao 

Now the State, as we have showa, aets upon no such 
principle in its dealings witli these olassea. Though it 
professes to he Christian, the element of Christianity, 
loTC, kindness, is utterly wanting in its entire system 
of operations. In New-York there is a "Home for 
Friendless Females ;" and in Boston a " Penitent Fe- 
males' Refuge;" but they were not estahliahed by the 
State, or county, or city, hut by a few Christian men and 
women organized into Benevolent Associations. They 
obtained the meins of tiecting their buildings by beg 
ging of individuils the Btin^v &um'* that are osually 
given for such purposes xnd by Ihuich .ontnbutions 
The consequence is the'^ hj,\e been atiUQgluij, with pe 
cuniary diffioultiei fiom the beginniUj, and ire not jet 
relieved. Expense aie consHntly i ciumg and how 
is it possible that sudi institutions can be sustained by 
charity alone' Bene\olent men will gi\e foi a single 
year or two b it by constant liifts up n then lesouices 
they become discouraged Hoieovei all institutions ot 
this desoription erected in oui large citie= aie eutiiely 
too limited in their accommodation^ to answer the wants 
of the oomniunities in which they are located. That in 
Boston has an average oa!y of twenty inuiates. Those 
in Ncw-Tork and Philadelphia but thirty or forty. In all 
other cities the aveiage is about the same in iitio to the 
population This in itielf is well as fai is it goes but 
it IS not enough Thousands are •sentenced to the jai! 
the hiuse of corieotion and the i okeiy ever\ month 
who nLed the good instruction the encouragement and 
fostcimg aid which these institution'* might ifford if 
su&Gi nfly implc fni then icfommoddtion aud wpi 
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owned or managed by the State or county. Thoy should 
be located out of the city, in some rural district, with 
gardens and ample grounds, school-room for the youager, 
and chapel for all; and while they should be so con- 
structed *as to prevent any from escaping, they should 
resemble a House of Beform and Industry, more than a 
jail or huge prison,* 

The philosophy that would degrade, while it punishes, 
is wholly wrong and unchristian The classes of whom 
we speak, when guilty, should be sent, or, if you please, 
sentenced to such an institution as we have descrihed, 
not through revenge, hut for improvement. It should 
be a place, not of idleness like our common jail, but of 
the moat perfectly systematizeil industiy. The inmates 
should not be put to the most degrj,ded foims of female 
drudgery, but to employment* tuited to their sex, and 
HO far as is consistent, congenial with their taste, Such 
a place might be made the manufactory of a thousand 
useful articles of trade ; such as straw hats and bonnets, 
wearing apparel for men and boys, mattresfces and bed- 
ding, millinery aind dreateb for ladies, collars, artificial 
flowers, light shoes, hose, and many other things. And 
care should be taken that all who enter destitute of a 
knowledge of some kind of work, whereby they can ob- 
tian the suppoit of life, should be given good trades, 
so that when their term of time expires, they may not be 
returned to the world destitute of the means of sustenance. 

^ We paroeiTs that New- York ia moring in the right diceotjon ao far as 
cnuceros lis inmntss. Tbe Committes on State Chm-iiaile ImtiiutiBiia of 
the New- York Lagialature, i-aported a bill, lately, inoorporatjng the "Home 
foi' Inabrlates" in the village o£ Geneva. This ooFpointlon is oltoned to 
hold 250 aoi'as of land, or property to the amount of $360,000, in shwea 
of $20 each. The Home to he manBged hj nine trastees— the first Est 
to be appointed by the Governor and Senate, and the snccesBors of six of 
them to be appointed by the stockhoMera, and the suceeaaora of the other 
three by the Governor aui Senate. The bill also appropriates $10,000 to 
the use of tbe oorporation when $6,000 have l>ean subsotibed. 
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We confidently believe that auoli an institution, witli 
kind and judicious Otristian men and women to oversee 
and control its movemeats, would be an immense saving 
to every large city, not only on the score of eeoaomy, 
hut of true charity, and that five-eighths of those who 
might he thus aided, while they were punished, would be 
saved from idleness, want and utter ruin ; and " instead 
of living to prey upon and curse society, enduring in 
their own souls the unavailing aagulsh of remorse, they 
might live to honor and bless the sphere in which they 
move." This would be aiuroane. Christian and desirable 
work. Why should not the State engage in it? 
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CHAPTER V. 
THE Jklh ASD THE PENITENTIARY. 

nuut— ^I(iTn^01><MliUaBiT— Ponai: of EiiidaeaB-PtiK]iiemh<IDld be GneBnrieea 



Thfre la ^reit need of ref im m the management ni 
ihe common jiil in this c unfri The pres nt '.jtt ni 
of herding together culpiits of all a^en and of eveiy 
degree of crime and jermitting them to lemain m illt, 
nets indulging m gambling and ^lofmity leadin^ ob 
scene books recounting their deedb of daring and piofli 
gacy and matiuoting each other in all the arts of crime 
is the moft mjuriona and dammnj{ pos ible 

Take tor matance the lail m Cincinnati for the 
county t Hamilton which consi'its mainly of d room 
Bay fifty teet in Lngth by firty in breadth with atine 
floDr an 1 walla and with celh fti the safe keeping of the 
priioneia by night Each morning the doora of the 
cells are opened and all Ihe j cisjner'! without regarl to 
age complexion edueati n or degree of guilt hive the 
free range of the large room. From fifty to one hundred 
and fifty are its constant occupants. There, may he 
seen at any time the old offender steeped in crime, and 
learned in all the mysteries of theft and burglary, side 
by side with the lad of fifteen whom an unfortunate and 
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trifling deviation from tke riglit, has brought into thia 
position. He may be there only for a few weeks; he 
may be detained merely as a witness, but behold how the 
tempter, as he aits before him dealing hia cards, recount- 
ing his exploits in crime, his assooiation with dissolute 
females, and describing his easy, jovial, pleasant life, is 
luring him to temptation, and sowing the seeds of crime, 
■por days, weeks, it may be months, is he taught in this 
school of crime. Nothing better presents itself to occupy 
his attention. Not a day nor an hour's work is per- 
formed by the whole motley crew during their entire 
terra, of imprisonment. Constantly do they lounge in 
idleness, with no checks upon their tongues or passions. 
Under such circumstances, what could reasonably ho 
GS^ected, but that old villains should lead the young 
offender in the evil way? If it were one of the main 
objects of the government to sow hroad-oast the seeds of 
crime, it could scarcely devise means better fitted to its 
end, than is exhibited in the system of imprisonment 
which most of our county jails present. Hundreds of 
well-attested cases might be oited to show the truth of 
this declaration, some of which have come under our 
own observation ; but we have space for hut one, which 
we extract from a voluminous letter just published, from 
the Corresponding Secretary of the " Prison Association 
of New-York," to one of the Vice-Presidents, on " The 
Cause of Crime." Among other facts, he presents the 
following : — 

" We onoe visited the jail of Columbia county, (N. T.) 
and found among the inmates a boy of fifteen years old, 
who had been put there for a breach of some corporation 
ordinance — we believe it was firing crackers in the 
streets; he was undoubtedly a bad, mischievous child, 
bat he never dreamed of committing a crime, A few 
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months afterwards on Msiting the same jail wp fouud 
him there again ; and ou inquiring we learned that an 
old burglar, who was in the jail at the timt of his fliat 
confinement, had taken a fancy to the lad and inflimi,d 
his mind with imagea of the free and easy hfc that men 
of his profession led — then exemption fiom labor the 
mi^nitude of their gams ind the pleaauie they had in 
spending them. When he hid fully sui,oeeded in lOusing 
the hoj's ambition to enter a career of lawlessness and 
crime he ta ight h'm all the deta'la of belt j ck „ and 
pocket pick ng taught h m how to elude the watchful 
ness of hou ekeepers and storekeepe a how to d spose of 
trouhlesome dp, nd huw to n edl an! d spo^e of 
stolea I r pertj thus n a lew short weeks a w Id boy 
tl u g} t] age j oj j i wa^ fieueJ to a 

bold and oonsummate rogue wl ose I fe was fully ded 
ated to the work of prey g on the p oj erty a d j e 
haps the 1 vea of h a fellow men On leav n^ the p n 
the bur(,laa furn shed h m w th a letter to i ontederate 
and togethe they oon planned a burglary the boy 
ente ed the store — the other rema n ng o t& de to watch 
— but before he hid h& el h booty the p ojr etor 
enta d the sto e throUah a pr vate pas age an 1 ecu ed 
h m wh !e h s CO fed ate c caped an 1 he va now n 
ja 1 wa t nt, for h b tr 1 wh ch was ce ta to end n 
con ctonl 

Th s but an sokted case H Ired evj n lav 
are constantly occurring. Nearly 10,000 different per- 
sons in the State of Ohio, and 30,000 in the State of 
Now- York, as many more in TennsylTania, and all other 
States in ratio to their population, pass through the cor- 
rupting ordeal of the county jail, annually; and when 
we consider how large a portion of these are really or 
legally innocent, or are detained only to testify to the 
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oriminal acts of otliers, and must necessarily be contann 
ittated move or leas by the influences which suvrouad; 
them, we behold the positive mhunianity of the system ;' 
a consideration which is saf&cient to condemn it, aside 
from all considerations of public policy. " Why, air," 
exclaimed a convict to tta in the Cincinnati jail not long 
since, when questioning him oa this subject, " Why, sir, 
bring a man to this room as pure as an angel, and let 
him mingle in this company six montbs, and he viill go 
out a devil, AND can't help himself!" It is singular 
that the public have not everywhere discovered, that the 
inevitable tendency of this system is to multiply crimi- 
nals instead of lessening them. 

In addition to all this, it is an exceedingly expemive 
method of punishing crime. Every criminal, no matter 
how long he has to remain in confinement, must be sup- 
ported in idknea at the cost of the State. James Sum- 
mons, charged with the committal of a most revolting 
murder, has lived a gentleman, for mote than sis years 
in the Cincinnati jail, at the expense of our citizens, and 
during the whole time lias not so much as lifted a finger 
toward his support. The annual expense to our State 
for the support of our county jails, cannot be less than 
*300,000 ; in New-York, 1600,000, and in Pennsylva- 
nia about the same amount. Now this need not be. 

" But how can it be remedied?" inquires the reader. 
I answer, Kef orm the construction of your jails; espe- 
cially, those of large cities Mike them equally safe 
but more ample, with woitshopa md uoms fitted for 
different descriptions of employment The shoemaker, 
carpenter, blacksmith, locksmith, tuinei tailoi en^ravei, 
prmter might be put to woik Indeed no man or 
woman, if in health, neei lenidin in idleness '^ome 
simple employment could te fuin ■^hed thi,m by which 
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they could at least be made to earn tteir board, after 
deducting the interest on the cost of the establishment, 
and the salary of the keepers. In the Cincinnati jail we 
have on an average at least one hundied in constant 
confinement. Aliowing 313 workinjt days m a yeai, the 
average loss of time in idleness is 31,300 days, which at 
80 cents per day would amount to an aggregate of 
825,040. The time squandered in the Tomhs in New- 
York city, is worth $50,000 annually The same loss is 
sustained in the jails of all r la e towns and o t es, in 
ratio to the populat wh 1 at the sane t b e honest 

citiaens are taxed to ma nt u tl e e del [ e ts n their 
idleness. Why should th s state of th n^s en ai ? 

Do you say, that n ny of them are not yet co cted 
of crime, but are deta ned n ja 1 fo t al or as w t esses 
iigainst other criminals, and that the State has no right 
to force them to labor, or if it has, such compulsion 
would he unjust and inhuman ? I answer, first, The 
State has the same right to compel them to labor, that it 
'has to deprive them of liberty; and second. It is posi- 
tively inhuman, and most injurious to their morals, as 
we have shown, to permit them to remain in idleness. 
If guilty of crime, it is but just that they should be 
made to pay the expense of their maintenance ; and if 
Dn examination, their innocence is established, or if they 
iire detained as witnesses, justice would demand that the 
County should refund a fair equivalent for their services. 
In this way they would be made to earn something for 
themselves, during their confinement. Thus, viewing 
the subject ^ we may, tlie advantages are altogether in 
favor of the change which we have described. We are 



, that so far as economy is concerned, the weight 
of the argument is on the side of a change ; while all 
must allow that the moral advantages secured by the 
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change would be invalaable to tbe delinquents them- 
Belves. The great thing to be accomplished in the pun- 
iahment of offenders, is their reformation. The question 
of economy, notwithstanding what we have said, therefore, 
is not one of moment. The true system of prison disci- 
pline to adopt, is that which possesses the greatest 
reformatory power. No system should be countenanced 
that makes bad men worse, and instructs the youthful 
offender in all the subtile arts of villainy ; which, as we 
have seen, is the inevitable result of our present system, 

THE PEKITENTIAE.Y. 

■We have said, during the progress of these pages, 
that sixty years ago prisons were simply dungeons of 
ittcarceration and filth, into which men and women were 
thrown only to be abused and hidden from society. The 
great mass of men regarded the convict as incurable and 
worso than worthless, deserving only to be tortured, then 
killed and buried in a dunghill. 

Such were the prevailing opinions, and the condition 
of prisons in England and France, when the attention of 
the benevolent Howard was turned to a consideration of 
this important snhject. He argued that the criminal, 
notwithstanding his offense, is still a child of God and a 
member of the human family. He had violated the law 
and become a convict, but this was no just reason why 
he should be the proscribed object of public vengeance, 
and utterly destroyed. On the contrary, it was the duty 
of society, while it punished, to endeavor to reclaim and 
restore the offender. But this was impossible in prisons 
constructed simply with reference to a dungeon confine- 
ment, where existed but little or no light, no ventilation 
or cleanliness; no instruction or labor, no sympathy or 
kind words, nor prayerful admonitions; and it was athia 
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suggestion that prisons were coi stiuoted on enUiged 
and more iiumane plat s with separate cells cl ipels and 
healtMul circulation tf air 

Acting on the hints of this fiiend of humii ity the 
work of imj roTement has jiogre'^sed from that day lo 
the pre&ent m all Chiistian eountiies tiU now many 
prisons ire a n ng to be what humanity and Chiiatianity 
demand via School!) op Repobm vt the head tf whith 
aie SDine of the kmleit and most Chiistian. men the 
world has ever known 

Prohibly tie mjst humanely con trutted and lest 
legulated priain in the woild la the Eastern Penitentiary 
of Pennsylvania It la <iiTanged n thf separate plan a 
pimeiple of discipline whicl originated in Pennsylvania 
■ind was fiist applied and tested m thjt pri on tso 
pi launer is allowed to mingle with otheis Eith mm 
has a cell by himself which la about 17 feet squaie and 
12 feet high-— laige enough to almit i weavei « 1 im 
hylimt lei snug and convenient watei tloaet and 
whatever else is necesaarj to the 1 e 1th and cimfoit of 
the prisoner To each cell there is attached a yard of 
the same dimensions where he is allowed t eseicise one 
hour each day and in whi h he cultl^ate^ peaches flfw 
ers giape vines and shiuhbery 

Some boneiolent men ha\e condemned the sej-aiate 
cell aystem as inhuman unnatunl md awful But 
they ha\e c ndemned without investig\tion Thej sup 
]ose the jrisiiDci exists in perpetual tolitude — is desti 
tute of light ind that he has no empbyment bat that of 
brooding over his own fate But m'itead t.f thn it 
allows him plenty of light and [ermits anj anleierj 
degiee of association with him except thit of othei con 
Mcts His ftiends can call to see hm ard comeist, 
with him at my houi is If ng as they desire Lack day 
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tis task is assigneil him — hia u\ ei seer an I hiplain \iait 
Mm for inatiuctjon an! Pncourigemenf and he m lur 
nished good books and permittel to employ a ceitam 
amount of time for tlieir peruaal an! foi educational 
purpoaoa. ^s liia old aa^Duations with the corrupt aie 
broken up, and he \a not permitted tu mmgle with them 
for his term ot impiovement there can be no <£ue&tion 
but the probabilitie'i of the refoimation of a piisoner in 
a separate piiiun undei such t goyernment are a hun 
dred fold greater than m a eoiigieRate prison Iidted 
this system ha been taithfully tested and with signal 
and acknowledged Hneces^ 

This is the piinuple we would reummend f-n all 
States to adopt in the construction of their Penitentiaries 
as speedily is the nature of then circumstances will 
allow. It ih tht piinciple on which our county pus ns 
for large t wns aniJ cities shtuld be elected As saja 
the " Penns^lvanii Journal of Pii«on Discipline in its 
advocacy of this system. :— 

" When a man is arrested for crime, the legal pre- 
sumption that he is innocent, should protect him feom 
all degrading and polluting associates. Hence, he 
should be seelncled from all others charged with or con- 
victed of crime, as one entitled to the sympathy and 
companionship of the honest and good. 

" If he is acquitted, it shall be no fault of the govern- 
ment if he does not return to society without any stain 
which was not on him when he was arrested. 

". If he is convicted, the same care is demanded by 
right and justice, as well as by sound public policy, that 
he shall enjoy every opportunity to reinstate himself in 
the confidence of hia fellow-citizens, and that nothing 
shall be dono to him or suffered by him, that can posaibiy 
contribute to his further deterioration, and that aU 
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means are used to enooaiage himi in efforts to retrieve 
hia cljaracter. Among these the first and chief is, a 
complete change of conipuny— absolute separation from 
convict society, and all needful association with the hon- 
est and upright. This we regard as the um qua non of 
every ratloaal, humane oi reformatory system of prison 
discipline." 

But notwithstanding the progression of which we 
have spoken, in the improvement of prisons and treat- 
ment of prisoners, there remains much yet to be accom- 
plished in that direction, Neither the benevolence of 
Christianity, aor the ingenuity of humanity, has arrived 
at the nephts ■ultra of effort. 

Ifi what we have further to say on this subject, we 
desire ta specify four departments in which there is still 
need of more marked attention; viz: the Educational — 
the DisciplmtWJ/ — Bncouragemenl of ihe offender, and core 
over Mm when discharged. 

1. The Educational D^arlmenl. "We are aware that 
some men sneer at the idea of instructing a " State prison 
bird." They don't want to live to see the day when the 
penitentiary for couvicts and felous shall be changed 
into a college. They will never consent that the public 
money shall be appropriated for any such purpose I But 
such persons, though they may profess to be overstocked 
with the Christian religion and a true philosophy, have 
but precious little of either. We have no desire to see 
our penitentiaries literally turned into colleges ; but yet 
white they are places of confinement, labor and punish- 
ment, both Christianity and a true policy demand that 
they should be places of instruction. 

As we have shown,* one great cause of crime is IGNO- 
EANOE. Seven-eighths of all the criminals in OUristen- 

* So« slatistioal facts meHtioned in third oliapter. 
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dom, Kave but little or no eduoation. Many of theia 
from infency, were so circwmstanced that it was beyond 
their power to ohtaia even the rwdiments of learning. 
Their parents themselves were criminals, or crushed 
with poverty, or existing in profligacy and drunkenness. 
They had no care over tlieir children, who grew up in 
idleness and vagraaey ; were instructed in crime by their 
parents and early companions, and tho State prison or 
penitentiary ia their end. There is no difficulty in show- 
ing, from the statistics of crime in the United Statos for 
the last twenty years, that a large majority of State- 
prison criminals could neither read nor write. And in 
the report of the British and Foreign School Society, a 
few years ago, we are informed that " out of nearly 700 
prisoners put on trial in four counties, upwards of two 
hundred and sixty were as ignorant as the savages of the 
desert— they could not read a single letter. Of the 
whole 700, only 160 could write, or even read with ease; 
and nearly the whole number were totally ignorant with 
regard to the nature and obligations of true religion." 
In the reports of the Society, for 1832-3, it is affirmed, 
"In September, 1831 out of fifty prisoners put on trial, 
at Bedford, only four could lead At Wisbeach, in the 
Isle of Ely, out of nineteen piiaoneis put on trial, only 
six were able to read ind wiite and the capital offenses 
were committed by ptisons in a itate of the most debas- 
ing ignorance." When a jiiloi wat, describing his 
prisoners to Leigh Hunt, he termed them, "poor, ignorant 
creafares." Now this phrase describes the condition of 
nearly all the inmates of our penitentiaries in the United 
States. There is now and then an educated man among 
them, it is true, hut generally they are a set of "jjow, 
ignorant creataret." If they had been properly educated 
when young, some of them would have been honorable 
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and Mgh-minded men, a blessing to themselves and ao 
honor to their race. 

And evidently wh t tl j 1 t t t p 

vent a repetition of m Why h Id th y t h 
it, even in their pr Th t hj t f p h 

ment is the comciio ftl ffd Bthw w 

correct him if his m d h d d g f 

he is low and gro 1 g 11 h pt d 

therefore, has no ap^ t f m 1 t th d 1 t 

is really for h"^ haj ] ? O mm hi 

established and u[j t d Vy tax t th t f 

universal inti^ll gen th f 1 t m 1 

depravity. Our Stat h m i th t t w t 

pay for the nat not t p 1 Id th t m ta 
them in crime a i C t B t t 11 

footsteps. =ilie has 1 d tl t t d t t th 

United States bo mu h by / / lip (^ t d 
cate our ch Idren atd h w t t ipt 
her paupers and her criminals ; and hence re commend a - 
tione have come from the proper sources in that country 
to insure the establishment of free schools somewhat 
similar to our own in the free States. 

If, then, it is in harmony with a wise policy to edueat« 
children, to keep them out of crime, why is it not equally 
wise to educate them in prison, to prevent a repetition of 
crime? And surely this is what Christianity demands. 
If we are Christians we must not — we cannot punish 
crime oi\t of revenge. Instead of this the obligations of 
our benevolence teach us that while we punish the 
offender to prevent a repetition of crime, we must do him 
all the good in our power. Christianity is not merely 
prohibitory— directing us to avoid "working ill" to an- 
other — hut amendatory, requiring us to do him good. 
And we may rest assured, that the legislator whose laws 
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are contrived only for the detection and punishment of 
offenders, fulfils but half his duty. If he would con- 
form, to the Chrisiiaii plan, he must also labor and pro- 
vide for their reformation. 

Much has been accomplished already in many prisons, 
in the educational department. But aot enough. All 
our penitentiaries should be so regulated and managed, 
that every man, woman and child, with common mental 
capacity, should be necessitated to learn to read and 
write, if the term of his or her sentence would admit of it. 
They should also be carefully instructed in the principles 
of morals and religion — not the religion of a sect, or 
creed, but the Christian religion, which consists in love 
to God as a Father, and to man as a brother. To this 
end, the most judicious and Christian teachers should 
be selected, who would faithfully discharge their duties. 
A few hundred dollars additional salary is a matter of 
slight consideration.* The right men should, by all 
means, be employed; for as far as the experiment has 
been tried, the result of furnishing such men and 
spending an hour or two each day in instrnoting the 
convict, has been most salutary. 

In New-York, teachers are employed in all the prisons. 
In a recent report they say : " In discharging our duties 
as teachers, we think we have been able to discern the 
wisdom which prompted to the establishment of means 
for the instruction of convicts confined in our prisons, 

* Laet winter our Ohio LesislaUre made a move in the right direofcion 
far the advanoBinoiit of the Colambiia panltontiarj ODvlcts. A bill for 
Ui« thorough reergaaisatiou of that iastitaUon passed through the House 
Committee of the Whole, vhioh oonlained some excellent provisions. 
Among other thiuga, it mob provided that the chaplain be a tutor, at a 
salar; of £800 per aanum, and la hare B,d asaistEint ^t |300 iE neoessary. 
Wo were glad to see lias, w it vns an adrnuGeraent upon the old system. 
Still it wss not adrsnoement enough. To spend all their time in Uieic 
dutjes, i£ the right kind of men, they aboald at least have $400 added to 
the above soma ; while it should have been poEilivoly settled that an 
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Tiie eagerness to learn, which has been manifest on the 
part of the criminals who needed instruction — the atten- 
tion and application which, they have evinced, and the 
improvement which they have made, are exceedingly 



A young man writing to his brother, from the Eastern 
Penitentiary of Pennsylvania, where the criminals are 
not only instructed in good trades, but in reading, writ- 
ing, arithmetic, religion, &e., says:— ■ 

" I can now make a good shoe, and the improvement 
of my mind, I leave you to judge by comparing my 
letter to sister of some time since, with -this. My mind 
is the main point at which I am aiming. I am deter- 
mined to master the arithmetic, and other books. This 
imprisonment will be the most useful of all my life spent 
so far, and I assure you I shall try to improve by it 
whenever the opportunity offers itself. When I am lib- 
erated, instead of wasting my evenings with engine 
companies, I will attend some useful lecture at the 
Franklin Institute, or in reading books from which I 
can derive some useful information. My eyes are now 
open, and I see the disgrace of being ignorant. I shall 
always look upon this imprisonment as the greatest ben- 
efit I ever had, and when that happy time arrives that I 
can be able to call myself worthy of my relatives, then 
I will look back on these walls, and thank God that I 
3ver inhabited them." 

2. In the Disciplinary Department, reform is also still 

needed. 

Prisons are too generally controlled by brute force. 
Blows chains, the lash, kicking, the screw, the shower- 
bath and other barbarous and cruel treatment has been 
employed as a means to control and subdue the offender, 
instead of persuasion and kind, Christian, moral means. 
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The benevolent Howard beheld this ■wherever he went; 
and he saw no good resiilting from it, hut, on the con- 
trary, it but increased the desperation of the offender 
hardened in crime, and utterly froze all his better 
feelings to their very foiantain. He, tlierefore, resolved 
to he governed only by kindness and teDdernesa in his 
visits to the wretched criminal. " Overcome evil with 
good," he believed to be the true principle; and "experi- 
ence soon convinced him that there was no man so 
debased, or his feelings so callous, hut that he could be 
reached and softened by Christian kindness. Blows, 
kicks, starvation and neglect, only turned the heart to 
iron ; hut no sooner was the angel voice of this Christ- 
like man heard, and his kindness felt, than the long- 
sealed feelings were opened, the dried up sources of tears 
were filled, the waters of sorrow flowed, and the heart of 
sin became radiated with deep and undying love for his 
benevolent visitor."* 

Such are the effects of the law of Love, in all prisons 
where it has been made the governing element. Says an 
intelligent gentlejnan,j- in describing what he saw and 
heard during a visit to the Pennsylvania Institution a 
few years ago: "I was greatly pleased to witness the 
effects of kindness, in the gratitude and reverence mani- 
fested toward the warden. We were shown to, and into 
perhaps a score of the cells in one of the wards — not by 
selection, hut by succession— and wo did not see a single 
instance which would create suspicion of the existence 
of any other law than kindness (associated, of course, 
with firmness.) The address of the warden, a mild and 
kind Quaker, was indeed fatherly ; — as, for example, he 
would say, when he let down the iron wicket: 

* Montgomery's Law of Kindness. 
tEev. A. C. Thomas, Phlladelpliia. 
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"ft ell Ned how doea tliee get along to-day, my boy? 
Does the noik go to ^Mit thee?' To another, who was 
lying down and was stining to rise quickly, when he 
heard the witket open— There, there, lie still, Sammy, I 
am afiaid thee don t feel well to-day. I am bringing 
BOine friends to see thee Simmy.' And thus from cell 
to eel! we nent to see and eouyerse with the prisoners — 
some of them cumraittel for terrible crimes — and the 
good warden was ever the same kind friend, as the evi- 
dent gratitude and lesject of the convicts denoted. 

The punishments aside from separate confinement 
and the necessity ot woik are only two in number; in 
minoi offenses a withholding of food for oue or more 
days ind n aggra^itel eases a removal to what is 
termed the dark cell Of the latter description, during 
a ycii out of more than 400 prisoners, only 15 were 
thus tieited 

"ft hen he took t,haige of the prison, he was informed 
of a very hard subject — a stout, violent and very profane 
mariner. He was told that nothing short of great stern- 
ness and severity could tame this rebellious spirit — and 
so it seemed likely to prove, for offenses in violation of 
rules of order, were reported daily of 'Ben.' After a 
week had elapsed, the warden went to the grating of his 
room, and simply said: " Now, Ben, thee must go to the 
dark cell," 

The keepers ironed and removed him as directed. 
He was perfectly furious, and broke out into the most 
violent imprecations, which continued, with scarce an 
interruption, for hours. 

In this state, affairs remained until the next day, 
and taking the advantage of a quiet spell, the warden 
opened the wicket. Ben saluted him with a terrible 
storm of abuse ; — but the warden merely looked at him 
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in silence. " For full ten minutes, I should think," said 
the worthy man in relatiug the incident, " Ben continued 
his bittflv tirade of ahuae — and I continued to look at 
him in silence. The truth is, I was querying with my- 
self whether I had not taken wrong means to subdue 
this violent man, and was striving to discover some way 
of mending the error. But by-and-hye he was worried 
out with his own vehemence, and he heaved a deep sigh 
and was quiet. 

" Thee has noted such states in children, I suppose. I 
knew it was a tender time with him, and so I said kindly, 
" ' Ben, has thee a mother?' 

" The strong man was subdued in an instant, and 
sobbed like a child. 

" I saw he was melted, and ordered the keepers to 
take off his irons and return him to his cell. Visiting 
him immediately after, I had a long private opportunity 
with him— and to good effect, for he was afterward an 
orderly and well-behaved man. And when his time 
expired he left us with tears. I do not saj that he was 
altogether a changed man ; but I do ihink that Tdndness 
'md tenderness did for Bm what nothing else on earth could 
have aceompbihed 

Many faota of t similar natuie oOing to show what 
power there is in the piincipie of love to o^eicome the 
most ignoiant and deprived might be adduced had we 
space. All the pr son keepeis both of this country and 
KuTope, who have been it ill succesiful in taming the 
savage bieast \ii\e owed then success to it They 
could accomplish nothinc with \eigeanee Some men 
think that phi e j fty is bettei than t 7 tstmnUy They 
are not awtie that Chi stiau tj is the tiue t philosophy 
"God made us nd not we oursches He knows 
therefore what is in us and whit will answer o n moial 
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nnd spiritual wants. And when Christ said, " Bless them 
that curse you," and Paul exclaimed, " Overeome evil 
with good," a principle of moral philosophy was enforced, 
■whioh lias been found by actual demonstration, to he tiie 
only power that will soften the heart of the crimmal and 
fll Mm with better desh-es and holier resolves. 

Perhaps no man CTer lived who was more successful 
in reclaiming and subduing the savage spirit, than Cap- 
tain Pillsbury, of the Weathersfield Prison, in Connecti- 
cut. PreTious to his connection with the prison, the 
conyicts wore visited with the moat shameful cruelty. 
The rooms were filthy, whipping was frequent and 
severe, while many of the convicts were kept continually 
in irons. This state of things was not only detrimental 
to industry, for the institution rnn the State in debt 
every year, but its effect upon the temper of the convicts 
was very injurious, producing in tiem "a deep-rooted 
and settled malignity." And there were so many tecom- 
mitn ents to this and other prisons, of convicts who had 
been sei tei ced to it in the first instanoe, s\& to demon- 
strate that such treatment did not produce reformation. 
But when Captain Pillsbury took charge of the new 
pt son in WeathersSeld, and the convicts were removed 
to it from Newgate, he instituted a very different course 
of treatment. He was kind in every respect, yet inflex- 
ibly firm in the discharge of his duty. He substituted 
the law of kindness for severity. Says the Report, " Hp 
mingles authority and affection in his government and 
instmetions, so that the principles of obedience and 
affection flow almost spontaneously towards him from 
the hearts of the convicts," The consequences of such a 
course, were immediate and obvious. The convicts were 
liberated from their irons; their respeot and obedience 
to the agent were gained, and the institution began to 
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pay for itself by its own labors. There was no institu- 
tion of the kind in the whole country so successful. The 
most desperate eriminals, who could be tamed nowheiu 
else, were sent to Captain PsHsbury, to be charmed inio 
slaying their term of time out. Even the most ferociouH 
were subdued — and all by kindness, confidence and love. 
'L'he m.ost desperately bitter could not stir feelings cf 
unkindnesa within him. If sick, he would watch oyer 
them with the greatest assiduity- by night and by day. 
This was the man, " who, on being told that a desperali; 
prisoner had sworn to murder him, speedily sent for Lii.i 
to shave him, allowing no one to be present. Ho eyed 
the man, pointed to the razor, and desired him to pro- 
ceed. The prisoner's hand ti'ombled, but he went 
through it very well. Whea he had done, the Captain 
said, ' I have been told you meant to murder me, but T 
thought I might trust you.' ' God bless you, sir I you 
may,' replied the regenerated man. Such is the power 
of faith in man." 

Thus should the spirit of Christianity govern among 
the most sinful. No other principle will reclaim them. 
How important, then, that each State should look earc: 
fully after the true interests of its criminals in thiw 
respect. We are happy to know that Ohio is moving in 
the right direction.* Let other States follow her exam- 
ple, or, what is better, lead the way. Groat care should 
he employed in selecting proper keepers and teachers. 
Politics should not govern. Profane, wicked, unfeeling 
demagogues, who may work well for a party, will not do 



Und forbids Iha striking oF it prisoner irith a stiali, or hicliitig of him, ex- 
cept >>vbera neoessur; in self -defense. All tbe officers to dcmetin tbem- 

the enforcejnent of strict dtsoljJine— /l/rJids the ine of the ftecw-AoiA of 
pujii'sAniini, esoept with tlie consent nt a pliysieifto. ' PnnishmentiaK) bt 
confinement in s. dark cell, on bread and nnter diet. 
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here. Their influence is decidedly deleteiious. liogaid 
should be had to moral purity. The iBan who oecupies 
this position must possess that love which " sufleretli 
long and is kind." Honor or emolument must not be 
the leading motive witli liim in seeking the place. Ho 
must feel that his work is a kind of miasion, under Crod, 
of good to his race — and one which he must not, and 
dare not leave just to get more salary, more leisure, leea 
worry or less confinement. "Such a roan," says an Eng- 
lish philanthropist, "conducts hie work in the spirit, and 
hy the instruments of the missionary. Not only teach- 
ing, but praying; not only admonishing and advising, 
but giving the daily example of patience, kindness, in- 
dustry, endurance, and devotion in bis personal life. 
Before such men the stubborn tempers bend, the hard 
hearts soften, the idols of vice and crime are cast down. 
They need not be men of extraordinary talent, but they 
must be men of earneititess, love, and a sound mind." 

3. Onminah should he more tncowaged than they are, 
while suffering for their offenses. If kind, obedient, 
faithful, and guilty of no infraction 6f the rules of the 
prison, tbey should have the credit and the advantage of 
such behavior. Their term of service should be short- 
ened ; they should be furnished with a certificate of good 
behavior by the warden, on leaving the institution, and 
acquire again the rights of citizenship.* In addition to 
this, the prisoner should have his work allotted him, 
and all he earned over the actual expenses of his impris- 
onment should be given for the support of his family,'|' 

* Ail this is provided for iu tha now bill tor thn Ohio Penitentiary, to 
nhioh we have before alluded. Tbls is truly Ctiristinn, aud will haye a 
fnlntarj effect. 

+ 8oj3 Prof. Slows, in hia Eeport on EduOBtion in Prassifl, of tha pro- 

,: ^.. ^.. .u. .^.,;,_.. .« ._^„:_,,- . o ■^^^,, I „^ ,„ Bgrff^ J 

«t of the establishment, 
bieh nna Enil ol eliildren, 
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who were deprived of hia aasistanee by his imprisonment; 
nr, if he had no family, it should be paid to himself on 
leaving the prison, that he might have the means of 
support till he could find employment. 



The State prison 
encourage him, as 
To know that he is labor! 



viet has little enough, at best, to 
1 his dismal confinemexit. 
ring for his wife and children, 
whom his wieltedness has made to suffer, would fill his 
heart with gratitude ; and to feel that when his term of 
imprisonment expired, he would be restored to citizen- 
ship and would possess something which his own hands 
had earned, to support him while he sought iu the cold 
and unforgiving world for an honest livelihood, would 
cheer him in his gloom, and encourage him to strive for 
that reputation which he had sacrificed by the perpetra- 
tion of crime. The influence of such encouragement 
could not but prove beneficial to all who might be exer- 
cised by it. 

4. Reform is needed in (Ae treatment which the pjiblic 
generally &««(o«js on discharged convicts. No matter how 
pure his desires and sincere Ms resolves to umend his 
life, on his return to the world, he is met with so much 
coldness and distrust on every hand, and he finds it so 
difficult everywhere he is known, to obtain employment 
in consequence of this state of feeling, that he not unfre- 
quently becomes enraged i^ainat society; and for the 
double purpose of obtaining the means of living, and to 
avenge himself on those who seem determined on his 

with their booka and laaohers, and havine all the appearimca of a nommoii 
PrnsBian school-riinm. ' Whsl,' siud I, ' is it wssible Ihut all these eliil- 
dten are imprisoned here for erimo?' 'Ob no, sold my conductor, smillpg 
Btmj simplicil;; 'hat if a. parent is imprisoned lor crime, nnd, od that 
ocoount, his children are left flesUtute of the means of eduoation, and 
liable to grow np in ignorance and crime, the goierument has them taken 
here, and maintained and educated for useful employment.' ?he thoaght 
bronght tears to mj eyes." 
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ruin, lie plunges again into crime, utterly regardless of 
the oonsequencea, 

A young man in writing from Ms cell in the Eastern 
Penitentiary in Peansyhania, to his sister, speaks in tte 
following confident language : " I am resolved in mj soul 
never again to be guilty of crime. Much have T reflected 
on my course since I have been an inmate of this cell, 
and the kindness of my dear mother and sister, and I 
feel sure that I can regain my good name. Ton say 
uncle is well disposed toward me. I am glad to hear it. 
I am young yet, and I thank God that my eyes are open . 
What is there to hinder me from not only regaining Ai's 
regard, but the regard of all that know me? Nothing. 
I shall try to do so with all my power, and those hearts 
that have been almost broken by my heedlessness, will 
heave for joy when they see what a difference this will 
make in me," 

This may have been sincere. At least, it is the duty 
of the Christian to look upon such a ease with favor, and 
confide in the subject until he is proven again to be de- 
ceptive. Some say that all "State prison birds" are 
deeply dyed villains — can never be anything else ; and, 
therefore, should never be harbored by any decent 
family. But what a mistake—and how unehvistian, nay, 
inhuman the deolaration. Thousands have been re- 
claimed. I know a man in my native State, who was 
guilty of robbery to a large amount. He served out his 
term in the State prison, and for more than thirty yeara 
has been an honest, upright Christian— good father, 
husband and citizen — in possession of a fine farm, and 
is as much respected as any man in the neighborhood. 
Says a gentleman* of Boston, who, for the last twelve 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



THE JAIL AND THE J'ENITEKTIAEV. 2oa 

years, has made it his chief labor to find good homes for 
discharged convicts: "I could give hundvedti of cases 
where the criminal has been restored to society and the 
confidence of hia fellow-men. This whole movement is 
one of the most sublime charity. Heaven must smile 
on the efforts of aaj one, who in the smallest degree 
shows kindness, and contributes toward the saving of 
the erring and the fallen." 

Suppose, now, that the young man who penned the 
excellent resolves mentioned above, on returning to 
society, should bo met only with coldness, distrust, 
sneers and curses; would not such treatment be unchris- 
tian, nay, positively cruel ? And could its effects be 
other than injurious upon his soul? See how deplorable 
the condition of suoh a man, as described by himself: 

" Though his heart be as pure as the dew of heaven 
yet untallen yet the gaze of suspicion is immovably fised 

po h n Tl e very circle which contains all his sym- 
path es an I h s affections is destitute of sociality, of 
pleas re a J consolation. Does he ask forgiveness 
in cl ar ty for 1 e past? — not a feeling bosom aspirates a 
pardoning response. Does he give an assurance of pro- 
priety in the future? — even that is sneered at with im- 
movable disbelief. The inhuman deride him, and snicker 
at hia misfortunes; the unfeeling calumniate him, and 
are not sparing in their invectives. He has no hour of 
peace. Has he a wife? — she ia 'inconstant, or despises 
him. Has he children ? — they scorn to call him father. 
Had he a home?-— it is now a loneiy rnin. God help the 

thej hftVB raaaon to doubt their ainoerity. Through these friends of Hu- 
manity, by odvertlJiing in hk paper, Mr. Spunr finda homes and omplay- 
manttot the blnckamUlia, BhoBraabera, cabinet mifcerSpio., &o.,of Choiles- 
tcirn PrisuD, against thuir term of impriaonment expires, which ii an 
e^^vorto 
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'poor man when affliction thus coiiies upon him !' HiB 
consolation is scantj, his grief more than plentiful.' 

This picture may be overdrawn, but there is much, 
very much tliat is true in it. And is it jast or humane ? 
Eteader, remember, " It la your Father's good pleasure 
that not one of these little ones should perish." 

Such are our views of the Prison and the duty of the 
State and of every individual, toward the prisoner. The 
reader may condemn them; but we are certain that the 
more he reflects upon them in connection with the 
Christian religion, and a true philosophy, the better will 
he be convinced that they have claims upon his afleotions 
and hia influence, which he must not disregard. Oh, 
that the great world would awaken to a sense of vthat is 
really divine, and for the good of the human race ! Why 
distrust the power of love? Why be afraid to exercise 
that charity which is kind, and without which " though 
we give our bodies to be burned," "we are nothing?" 
But this shall not always be. The human family is fast 
moving in the direotion of Him who went about doing 
good, and who was "kind to the unthankful and the 
evil." All men shall soon be embraced by the Chris- 
tian's arms of affection. 

" God loves from whole to parts ; bat human soul 
Must rise from individual to the whole. 
Self-love but serves the virtuous mind to wake, 
As the amftll pebhle stirs the peaceful lake ; 
The centre mov'd, a circle straight suooeeds. 
Another still, and still another spreads ; 
Friend, parent, neighbor, first it will embrace ; 
His country next — and next all human race ; 
Wide and more wide, th' overflowings of the mind 
Take every creature in, of every kind ; 
Earth smiles around, with boundless bounty blest, 
And heaven beholds its image in hia breast." 
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THE POOR-HOUSE. 



CHAPTER I. 

PERISHINQ ONES. 



The author of these pages cannot send them forth 
without offering a plea— biief though it is — in behalf of 
the doomed victima of pOTerty, that everywhere exist, 
eepecially in civilized, ClirUiian lands. 

" The POOR ye have always." What millions are scat- 
tered abroad in Christendom ! As we look out upon the 
great world, how do we behold them coming «p from the 
dens and kennels — the cellars and garrets — the alleys 
and lanes of great cities; and from the jails and poor- 
houses, the highways and by-ways of our earth ! 

We contemplate Europe — -England, France, Ireland, 
Scotland, Spain, Germany, Eussia^and wherever we 
turn our attention, what an army of perishing creatures, 
in rags and wretchedness, rise up before us 1 lo Eng- 
land, every sixteenth man is a pauper. In France, 
nearly 5,000,000 are beggars and paupers. In Ireland, 
from the Government report of July 3, 1847, there 
were 3,030,712 who subsisted on public alma. In Scot- 
land, " thirteen per cent of the population are paupers 

(mi) 
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and live on the eliarities of tlieir fellow-men." In Great 
BriUin (England, Ireland and Scotland), an immense 
number of ragged, starving creatures, lie down every 
night on their bundle of straw, or the damp earth, not 
knowing where thej may repose the succeeding night, 
nor tow to procure a loaf of bread to prevent utt«r star- 
vation. In London alone, there are 30,000 professional 
beggars. The cenaua for 1864, taken in that city in the 
night, shows over 20,000 deetitute of a roof to cover 
them. Fourteen thousand were "sleeping on doorsteps, 
in hay-Iofta and alleys, and under boxes, casks and carts, 
and in barges, boats and other vessels." In Paris there 
are 40,000 of the same description of perishing ones, and 
in all the cities of Europe nearly as many, in ratio to 
the population. 

How vast tho number in Europe, then, that are thus 
cursed with poverty. What mind can conceive, or 
tongue tell, or pen describe, tho amount of mental and 
physical suffering connected with it 

When we turn to a contemplation of our own country, 
the scene is less gloomy and sorrowful, but had enough. 
The report for the State of New- York in 1855, shows the 
county paupers in that state to be 84,934; town paupers, 
18,412; the number temporarily relieved, 159,092; — total 
number relieved and supported, 204,161, at au aggregate 
expense of $1,279,959.51. Taking New-York for a 
basis, and our country contains not less than 500,000 
paupers. Beggars, of course, are not included in this 
estimate. In all our large cities this class is numerous. 
Said the " New- York Journal of Commerce," two years 
ago: "Those of our city who have good homes, and 
habitually lay their heads upon comfortable pillows, can 
scarcely believe that every night hundreds of men and 
women are wandering houseless about the streets of this 
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great metropolis, without a place to sIilHi,! tlRiii The 
Chief of Police reports that during bin months pieteding 
last November, 21,620 persons weie furnished with 
lodgings in the various station houses in our city This 
would give us 'more tlian 43,000 foi the yeni But 
probably not half of the number destitute of homea were 
found and assisted by the police 'io that leally thete 
were more than 100,000 souls la this city during the 
year, destitute of a place of repose for the night. What 
an amazing amount of misery is concentrated in this 
single fact." 

But the pci.vpers and the beggars do not constitute 
the sum total of the POOR. Would to God they did. 
The great mass of the poor are those who are struggling 
by toil, privation, and even in destitution, to get bread 
and clothing for themselves and children, and a place to 
shelter them from the cold and the storm, witliout hegging, 
or callmg upon the public authorities for aid. Oh, my 
(Jod! How many thousands exist everywhere iu Chris- 
tendom, of this description 1 I see them now, in the 
city — the village — the country. I see them living — 
suffering in garrets and cellars — and pent-up rooms— 
with no ventilation; damp, filthy, destiuctive to health 
and happiness. I see the widow and the oiphan— and 
the honest poor man, with a Kige fimily— weak and 
sickly himself from long and constant toil to furnish 
bread and clothing for his deai ones I behold them all 
in poverty; at times positively suffering fui the want of 
bread and fuel ; and yet toiling on and on, from week to 
week, year in and year out, perhaps without a murmur, 
and yet with no hope of relief. 

Cincinnati contains more than 6000 females, who earn 
a Boauty subsistence with the needle by working from 
fourteen to seventeen hours per day. The-' youthful, 
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already broken down with t t 1 ud tt ag d 

with wrinkled brow and tott t p d bu ky 

are among the number. S ui t tl 1 d u 

affluence. But their riches ha t k n d fl wn 

and the husband and the cl \\ la p d t the 
land of rest." Wo met o f tl 1 pt a f w 
days since in a grocery, wh h p b n t 

half-pound of sugar and a v y 1 ttl fl ad t bhe 

was "in mourning." Fori gj bd 1 w tl 
same faded bonnet and ! ttl b! k b wl — i 1 
years had passed since the ltd nldb 1 d 

by the destroying scourge a t p d tl gh th I nd 
A lonely widow is she now, "with no kin in the country." 
She bad rented a l-oom in the fourth story of a building 
situated ten squares, or a mile and a half from the shop 
of her employer, who keeps a clothing establishment 
Tor this man she manufactures vests at 20 cents each. 

" Eight a week, by working veri/ late of nights," said 
she, " is the best I can do. That gives me Sl-60, out of 
which I have ta pay one dollar a week for my rent and 
fuel; which leaves me only 60 cents for bread and clothes. 
Oh, sir, sometimes I feel that I cannot hold out much 
longer.* I am now sevent7/-one years of age, and have tn 
get up and down the stairs four sloi-ies, which is very 
wearisome, sir 1" 

She bad upon her arm her eight vests, which her toil 
had finished, and she continued : 

"Do you not think my employer very hard, sir? I 

* Hon much sjmpathy shoald be abowu this class of virtuous nnd in- 
dusWiouB peraons— aged and infirm widows. The lata Mr. Graham, of 
Brooklyn, New- York, has astalilislied on a eeaie of princely mauifioenoe, 
a spaffiona fublio HuBuilal, now nearly completed, on Raymond street; and 
an aajlum, fonr or five blocka off, tor Poor Aged Women 1 Beautiful 
dead 1 What monumentB must suoh works as these be, bo far beyond ool- 
UmnB ot brass, or statues of msrhle, or *ran legacies to the Board e/ 
Fnriign, Mitiiitm, 
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have been ail tke way to his store on thia liot day, to 
taice these vests, and he refused to receive them and pay 
me for them, hucaiise I was one dai/ before my time. I 
must go again to-morrow, which, will require half the 
day, besides climbing the stairs. Indeed, sir, it is very 
hard. I fear I sljall not hold out much longer. God 
knows what will become of roe when that time arrives. I 
cannot beg— and how can I go to the poor-honse I But 
I must not repine, God is my shepherd and I shall not 
want." 

Ah, me ! a man feels to weep when he listens to such 
tales, and hnovis them to be true, though it is not }m 
mother who thus toils and suffers. An aged woman of 
this description literally starved to death in the city of 
Philadelphia, in the winter of 1842, for the want of the 
means of procuring bread. These words were found 
upon her table : " / cannot steal, and to beg lam ashamed." 
During the same week the following appeared in one of 
the daily papers* of Cincinnati : — 

A Case o^ Starvation. — Night before last about 9 
o'clock, as J. H. Singer, a shoe dealer on Eifth street, 
was passing along Water street, near Vine, his attention 
was attracted to a little girl not over eight years of age, 
who just then issued from an old desolate -looking frame 
house, crying piteously. The forlorn appearance of the 
child, together with the real anguish which seemed to 
weigh upon her so heavily, induced Mr, S. to approach 
and enquire the cause of her tears. She started with 
evident fear at the sound of his voice, but in a moment 
perceiving he was a stranger, besought him to give her 
four cents to buy a loaf of bread. " 0, pray do, sir," 
said the poor child, " mother is sick and so hungry," and 

« Cinoinnati Dally TimB.i. 
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again her tears fell. Wliere ia your mother? enquired 
Mr. S., who felt the full force of this appeal. 

"Here, here, come, I will show you," cried the child, 
Mr. S. did as desired, and after traversing a filthj pas- 
sage and descending a broken stairway, looked Tipoc one 
of the most harrowing scenes of human misery, such as 
would have softened with pity the hardest heart. The 
apartment was part of a dark, damp cellar, without a 
spark of fire, and bare of the most trifling article con- 
ducive to comfort — not a chair, table, or indeed anything 
save an old trunk and mattress lying in the middle of 
the floor, could he seen to denote the ahode of any living 
being. 

On the mattress, however, lay the form of a woman 
about 25 years of age, reduced almost to a skeleton. At 
first sight Mr. S. thought her dead, hut on ohserving her 
more closely he discovered she was still alive, though 
unable to move hand or foot. Directing the girl to re- 
main where she was for a few minutes, he went out and 
purchased a small bottle of cordial and some little arti- 
cles of food, with which he imraediateSy returned to the 
wretched habitation. Mixing a portion of the cordial 
with water, he applied it to the unfortuaate woman's 
lips, but for some moments without eflect. At length, 
however, she opened her eyes, and with evidently a pain- 
ful effort, faintly articulated the word " bread." Mr. S. 
gave it to her at first in very small pieces dipped in the 
cordial. Soon, under this kind treatment, she began to 
regain a little strength, and finally, in about three hours 
after the little girl's afieeting supplication for her parent, 
she was able to converse and move her limbs. 

She proved to be a widow, whom poverty and ill-health 
had reduced to this sad estremity. " It was sa hard to 
ask for assistance," she said. And when the truth was 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



PEillSUlNG O.NE.-i. 299 

known, it was aaoertained that she had atmted herself to 
feed her children, till death was about to relieve her of 
her sufferings! 

And all this in the very midst of abundance, wealth, 
luxury, and a hundred Christian Churehoa, whose spires 
pierce the clouds. 

These are isolated oases, we know. But few literally 
starve for the want of bread ; but, oh, God I how many 
suffer! How many perish inch by inch, as the heart's 
blood oozes out drop by drop I How many are doomed 
to toil all their days, and at last cry out to the cold, un- 
feeling world, " Give rue bread — Oh, give me bread, or I 
diel" In every great city of our beloved country and 
of the world, thousands of this description can be found: 
notwithstanding the profusion of wealth and professions 
of humanity and Christian charity "which everywhere 
abound. Behold a scene, as painted by another:* 

" Look yonder! Is it not a magnificent festival that 
flashes along the wide hall, with its pillars, its draperies, 
its columns! Ah! it is a gay scene I Elegantly dressed 
men and beautiful women swaying gently along the 
bounding floor, while tlie music of a full band bursts 
upon your ears. This world is not so bad, after all. 
Who talks of misery and rags in Philadelphia, while 
these rich wines flow, these satins' glisten, and these jew- 
els flash from panting bosoms? 

" But hold; let me tell you a romance connected with 
this ball-room: yes, a romance of a shirt; and, mark ye, 
those who may laugh at the title of this romance may 
pray G-od to forgive them for it, ere I have done. 

' Let me tell you, then, the Romance of a Shirt. Yes, 
that elegant shirt, clothing the bosom of yonder gay, 
good-humored man— his pleasant face grows pleasanter 

' From tho writings of Gaorgo Lippatd, Philaaelphia, 
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with genial cliampagne — in the ball-room ; let me toll 
you the Romaaee of this SMrt, Yon smile : it is 
indeed a laughable thiog— to look upon that Shirt aad 
remember that every stitch has been drenched with a 
widow's tears — every thread along its carefully wrought 
surface has been baptized with the sighs of a breaking 
lieart ; that candle, held in the skeleton hand of Poverty, 
has lighted the White Slave and shouc on her hot eye- 
balls, as she listened to the moans of a, child for bread, 
and worked on, at the Shirt, sixteen weary hours ; and 
all for — just enough to ' feeep body and ioul togsther.' 

"Come with me now through this spacious street, 
flashing with a thousand lights; the Theatre glaring 
here, and the Kum Palace there ; let us at once dive into 
the recesses of yonder darkened coiirt. 

" Into this old' house, with rags and straw stuffed in 
the window panes— up the dark stairs, that ereak be- 
neath our tread — into this lonely room. 

" Ahl there is not much of romance in this scene. 
" A lonely woman, clad in faded attire, sitting there by 
a flaring light, working away, with hot eyeballs and fe- 
verish hands, at the very Shirt which you have seen in 
yonder ball-room! 

" Thus she has toiled for twelve long hours: and cow, 
while her orphan children are lying there, moaning in 
their hungry sleep, there sits the mother, >s'ithout bread 
or fire, toiling on with hot eyeballs and trembling fin- 
gers—toiling on all day and all the night for this tre- 
mendous sum — a single Eleven-Pbnnt bit I Twelve 
and 3 half cents for one long winter's day of hunger, 
toil, and cold — laughable, is it not? 

" And that flaring light glares in her face — shows the 
shrunken outlines — the eyes unnaturally large and dark 
— the under lip quivering, and quivering, a.s the poor 
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Widow tries to choke down the deep agony mounting to 
her throat. 

" Thia faded woman once dwelt amid eoenes of com- 
fort — luxury. Slie never dreamed that the lot of the 
poor Child of Toil would be hers; never for a moment 
thought that tho splendid mansion would dwindle into 
a dark, cold room; the dazzling chandelier into this 
flickering candle; the light of a husband's smtie into 
this gloom of hopeless toil ; the warm, happy forms of 
childhood into those starved and ragged things in yonder 
corner!— The husband died suddenly; hia estate was in- 
solvent; and now the story is clear. What claim has the 
widow on. the tenderness of society? Poor^ahe must 
toil, and toil for the task-master, who chooaes -to reap his 
profit — that is the word— from the loss of her health, the 
nakedness of her children. 

" An isolated case ? Cherish the idea, if it saves you 
the expense of a blush. But still the fact festers on the 
forehead of your barbarous city civilization. There are 
at least Ten Thousand poor a-nd mrtuoits women in Philadel- 
phia, iofto, suddenly impoverished hy the death of a husband, 
a father, or a brother, are forced to toil at various occupa- 
tions for just such a pittance as 'will keep body and 

SOUL TOGETHER !' 

" Beautiful lady, darling of Chestnut street, now float- 
ing in the dance in yonder ball-room, can you tell me 
how much agony was woven up with the threads of that 
splendid robe which envelops yonr voluptuous form ? 

" Wear it; and while your bosom pants beneath it, 
forget if you can your Slave Sister, who toiled sixteen 
honra a day on this very dress, and now, while you 
bound in the dance, clutches the pittance in her con- 
sumptive hand, and goes to her crust — to her sick moth- 
er — to her desolate home. 
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" Laugh, my gay beauty; it will sliow the ivorywhite- 
ness of your teeth: hut remember — a whisper in your 
ear— to-night youv father is stricken with an apoplectic 
fit— his wealth wrecked in hopelesa iasolvenoy — and to- 
morrow you must become the White Slaye, make shirts 
for twelve and a half cents, vests for a quarter of a dol- 
lar, dresses like the one you now wear for just enough 
to huj your bread, or- — — 

"Shall I picture the alternative? There is a great 
deal of luxury to be had in this large city for the mere 
Bacrifioe of a woman's virtue." 

High wroi^ht as is this description, those who know 
best affirm that it is not far from the truth. All over 
the world, the same classes are to be found. In New- 
York, Boston, New-Orleans, London, Paris, "their aame 
is legion," With the other sex the same eondition pre- 
vails. The census of London for 1855 shows that there 
are in that city " 20,000 journeyman tailors, of whom 
14,000 earn a miserable existence by working 14 hours 
a day, at twentif cents, including Sunday. There are also 
in the same city, 30,000 sewing women, who, on an 
average, make only 5^d, or 9 cents a day, by working 14 
hours — not quite three-fourths of a cent per hour." 
Throughout G-reat Britain, France and, indeed, nearly 
all Europe, the same condition prevails among the labor- 
ing classes. They are simply slaves. In the collieries 
and workshops of England, men toil for a more pittance, 
half clad, living upon the most wretched fare ; while in 
the factories their condition is no better, but more 
dreadful. Sis pence or a shilling a day is the extent of 
a man's earnings. The consequence is, that if he has a 
wife and children, all must go into the factory, in order 
to obtain the means of subsistence. " Thousands of lit- 
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tie children not over six years of age, from tlie very pov- 
erty of their parents, who havo been ernployed from 
infancy in the same trade, are obliged to enter theae 
places of toil, and there delve from twelve to aixteeu 
hours per day, or die with starvation. Indeed, those 
factories are the homes of vast numbers of the suffering 
poor in England. Half starved, and half ekd, they toil 
through the day, and rest their weary bodies at night 
upon their chairs or stools, or lie down wherever they 
chance to he, upon the hard, hare floor." 



" Work — work' — work ! 
Prom weary chime to chime ; 

Work — work — work ! 
Ab prisoners work, for crime ! 
And what its wages'! A bed of itroAB, 
A crust of bi-md awl rags." 

This is the condition of move than 50,000,000 of our 
fellow creatures in Christian Europe. No wonder they 
look to America, the Land of Promise, for " rest and a 
competence." 

But even here, as we have seen, Poverty stalks abroad 
all over the land. " The destruction of the poor is — 
their poverty." They are ignorant, not from choice but 
from necessity. They are the " hewers of wood and 
drawers of water." Men of mind and energy use them 
as tools, and out of their sweat and sinews coin gold — 
the American GOD. Their toil furnishes the luxuries of 
the rich man's table, and builds charming mansions for 
rich men's families — ^while they and theirs subsist on the 
coarsest food, and are huddled together in miserable 
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dens,* eomf'ortlesa and squalid, which thoy rent at ex- 
travagant prices from their rich employers. Sueh is the 
condition of the world^and our own blessed country is 
not exempt. 



ot. tot the firs 

thirty families— moaay of a low order and fillhy habits. In one of the 
wnrds one hnndred and tnontj-oue tenement liousas nere found to con- 
I liuQdred and thirty-seven twnilies, or oigMoen nod 



a half families to eaoh house, and in 

ground floor la uasd for a shop. In oae house o: 
fomiliea were found I 
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CHAPTER II. 

JESUS AND THE POOR. 



In the preceding chapter we have presented a bird's- 
eye ¥iew of the condition of the pei-ishing eUsaea in 
Christendom, where Churches dedicated to Him who 
"came to preach the Gospel to the poor," are in every 
hamlet and upon every hillside; — where ministers of 
this same Gospel are as numberless as the stars of heaven 
— where Bibles and prayer books caii be had for nothing, 
and 0, cart load of tracts thrown in— -and where $10,000,- 
000 can be spared annually to send the Gospel to the 
heathea, while in Christian lands there are 50,000,000 
of God's children, who cannot read his word, and are 
pleading with hearts of anguish, not for wealth, nor even 
corafort, but for bread to prevent starvation, and for rags 
to cover their nakedness. 

Cannot this condition of things be bettered? 
Certainly. There is no difiGulty in the way, if we 
would only be Christians. 
But how? 

By paying our working classes better ; — by making 

laws for the improvement of the homes of the poor, and 

doing more for their education ; — by taking away from 

work its curse of shame, nnd bv looking raore after the 

36 ■ (-305) 
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affairs of the millions of "little ones and weak" who 
have no eyes to look for themselyes. 

All this can be done ; and we repeat, it would be 
done, and done very speedily, if all those who profess to 
be the followers of Christ, but possessed his spirit and 
praotioed his dootrines. 

To know what Christianity was, iind what it required 
when Jesus lived and labored on earth, and what it 
should he in. the nineteenth century, we should look to 
Him — his life, spirit, teachings and acts. 

And what was the life and spirit of Christ? All have 
read the lives of the great and renowned — a Ciesar, an 
Alexander, a Napoleon — but what was the life and spirit 
of Jeans. 

Did he seek wealth or fame? Was he led by worldly 
ambition, and did he study to secure the fa.\or of the 
great and influential? Did he repose m the luxury of 
rich men's palaces, or pass his days in idleness tnd "ien 
suality? Oh, no! Never 1 He dwelt rather in the 
hovels of the poor, and the dens of miseiy The woiik 
the ignorant, the widow and the fathorlo'is, the mournijiij 
and suffering,, shared hn attention is he went about do 
ing good, ever intent upon the grei^t object of his mi'* 
sion, to comfort ^nd blos& the poor, the unfortunate, the 
ignorant and the suffering 

Behold Him in his humility — his love — ^his wisdom 
He wears no silk, oi purple, or glittering dii^dem A 
coarse robe falls from hiS shoulders and his feet ire 
shod with woi a and tattered and dusty saudils He is all 
humility ; and it is the humility of love and wisdom. 

See him as he wends his way along the highways, and 
through the valleys of Galilee, on his errand of mercy to 
the poor and the afflicted. Behold him at the poo! of 
Bethsaida, amidst the sick and lame and dying ; at the 
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grave of Lazarus, weeping with the . 
poor widow's hut, sharing her seaitty orust with orphans, 
and hreathing words of encouragement into their ears. 
Everywhere and always he is the same kind, compasaioa- 
ate and beneyolent Being, toiling and suffering to im- 
prove and bless the little ones and the weat of the hu- 
man race. Oh, yes! He waa consecrated hy the Father 
for this very purpose. Hear him, esclaimiag to the 
proud Pharisees in the midst of the spleador and beauty 
of a sumptuous synagogue — " The spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, for he hath anointed me to preach the G^ispel 
to the poor. He hath sent me to heal the broken-heart- 
ed, to preach deliverance to the captive, recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them tliat are bruised, 
and to preach tlie aceeptabie year of the Lord." Here 
we behold the design of Christianity. Jesus waa conse- 
crated, not to distract men with cold formulas, or fright- 
en them with awful declarations of God's wrath, or tor- 
ment them with the mysteries of subtile creeds, or save 
their souls from some dreadful doom in the world of 
spirits ; but to raise up and encourage the oppressed, to 
strengthen the weak to bless the poor heal the broken- 
hearted, ai 1 g ve all a hope of a lia[ py mmortal ty in 
a word, to sk o sy i 1 y f d d tnjita e to tie 

very classes h ne ded (ASiifa oe nd <i li obh n it / om, 
no other so ce 

And how constantly an I faithfully wa he devoted to 
tte heavenly m sa on e trusted to h s caie I see the 
blind beggar cove ed w th rags — tl e ma ac foam ug 
with madness — the s ck sinful nd tl e v t m of o t 
rage and w ong all 5 ress ^ nl h w th hoi ^ ^"'^ 

joy ; and s 1 e lay h s 1 nds up n them ind eserts, h a 
heaven-der ved power the r hehilf what ■* thr of 
joy runs f m hea o 1 ea t d h w e the ouls of 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



308 JB8DS AND THE I'OOR. 

tte once doomed and despairing overflowing with grati- 
tude and peace t 

This was the Christianity of Christ — the blessed Son 
of God — the 'savior of the world. /( should be the Chris- 
twmfy of oui d ij. But, alas 1 how little do we see of 
Jesus in the Chiigtiau world— or Church, after a lapse 
of eighteen ci,nturies! Where ia the spirit — wheie the 
example ot Chii-it? Fellow Christian, I put this ques- 
tion to you. The poor, the unfortunate, aie still with 
us; but is Jesus with us? Do we cultivate a de^ue to 
visit the ahodea of squallor and wretchedness ^ Do we 
say, " Come, our Master has taught us by his own spirit 
and example to go out into the by-ways and alleys of our 
city, and seek for the kennels where starvation, leprosy, 
and rags are mingled, and where the bitterness of despair 
is experienced ? Let us go and do them good," Nay, 
nay! But we are ashamed of (he very classes whom 
Christ delighted to bless, and has instructed us to assist. 
Behold the rich, the most fashionable aad the most in- 
fluential portion of the Christian Church, looking down 
with oontempt on the poor and suffering. Some are pos- 
itively mad with vexation, when called from the luxury 
of a divan in a sumptuous parlor, to listen at the kitchen 
door to the tale of some poor widow whose orphan chil- 
dren are starving for bread. They " wonder what these 
straggling wretches were made for,"' and why they are 
permitted to "disturb respectable folks in their houses," 
If the Lord Jesus himself were on earth, clad in his 
coarse raiment, with feet torn by the road-side flint, and 
bair matted with the dews and rains of heaven, and the 
dust from rich men's chariots, he would be driven from 
the dwellings and the ChurcheB of these fashionable 
Christians — and perhaps shut up in the poor-house or 
jail, with felons. 
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The dootriue of Christ ia in perfect liarmonj with his 
spirit and acta. He taaght that trod is the common 
Father of the human race. " Uavo we aot all one Father, 
hath not one God created ua?" This interesting ques- 
tiou ^sLed hy one of the anfient er\ mts of God, waa 
answered m the affitinatne b^ Jeaui All then,foie, are 
childn,n (t the -iime Fithei — memheis of the same 
hoaaehol 1— BRETHREN Here is the gioat central prin- 
cij le of the Chiistian religion It sh uld cement the 
wh It family ct man in ne hily b n I of aympathj and 
interest We aie biethren an 1 aifcttrs all subjecta of 
the same infiiniitieB go\eined hy the aime laws liable 
to the same afflictions and destined to the eime immor- 
tality "-honld there not he union sympathy and mu- 
tual aid anions; the membera of thia houaehold' Will 
the brother who his an ahur dance stai I unmoved at 
the p veitj and suffeiin^ cf Dme weakly boin oi igno- 
lant luem^Li of hia Fathei a household? That wonld 
be unnatural — inhuman The ttiong must povide for 
and pioteot the weak God works by meana and here 
IB the meana he has inatituted to aecuie the pieaervation 
of those who through sickness or weakneaa or misfor- 
tune cannot take caie of themsehea Eveiywhere in 
the inspired word has he plainly enforced this duty. 
The rich a,nd the pooi dwell t gethei and the Lord is 
the Maker of them all We iie one holy of many 
men hers of whom Chiist is the head V< ho o hath 
this woil I = goods and seeth hia brother haye need, and 
ahutteth up his bowels of compassion how dwclleth the 
loye of God in him? My litfle children let us not love 
in woid iDd in t ngue luf ti deed aid ^l ft'i(^?t/"* 
Aj,i n \Vh t doth it piofit my brethren though a 
man aaj he hath faith and hiYt not works ? Can faith 
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save him? If a brother or sister be naked and destitute 
of daily food, and one of you say unto therft, Depart in 
peaJ3e, he ye warmed and filled, notwithstanding ye give 
them not those things which are needful to the body, 
what doth it profit?"* 

From all this, it is clear that Christianity demauda 
the physical comfort, as well as spiritual good, of those 
for whom it was designed. It would " provide thinga 
needful for the ho3y" as well as look after the wants of 
the iovl. How can men and women, whose bodies are 
actually perishing with cold and hunger, give proper 
heed to the aspirations of religion? And yet, our doc- 
tors of divinity, our clergymen, and the Church every- 
where, are praying day and night, and laboring with the 
utmost diligence for the salvation of immortal souls 
from hell and from purgatory, while they will not move 
a finger to relieve poor, suffering, mortal bodies ! Mil- 
lions of dollars are raised, annually, in England and 
America, to save the souls of the benighted heathen in 
foreign lands, while in our own cities and around our 
own homes, the bodies of thousands of poor women and 
orphan children are perishing, inch by inch, for bread. 
The minister of God, when called to the bed-side of 
some poor dying wretch, whose very sickness is the eon- 
sequence of his poverty, and the suffering of his starving 
wife and children, prays with the most holy unction, an 
hour and a half, for the salvation of the soul of the gasp- 
ing sufferer ; but he says nothing — ^he thinks nothing, 
about the physical wants of this man and his family. 

Behold the millions annually estorted by Catholic 
priests from the poor of her Church, for the purpose of 
erecting gorgeous temples, and other costly edifices, 
where the souls of the Church are to be cared for; but 
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liow Beldom do thej look after the pLyaioal wants of lier 
millions of perishing votai'ies. A poor Irish woman, in 
deep distress, once called on the author of these pages, 
for assistanoe. He investigated her case, gave accord- 
ing to his scanty means, and suggested that hor priest 
would do something in her behalf, " Ah, sir," exclaimed 
the suffering creature, "the priest takes all, hut gives no- 
thmff." In many inatanoee this ia literally true. He 
takes the last dollar from the ignorant and superstitious, 
for looking after the wants of their souh, and then turns 
them over to the world, to look after their starving, rag- 
ged todies. And this is the Christianity of the nine- 
teenth century. &reat God what a faroe ! How long 
to its end? 
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CHAPTER III. 

CHARACTER OP OUR CimiSTIANITY. 



We repeat, tte condition of the POOR would be looked 
after, tteir wants supplied, the workers better paid — 
their homes improved, their minds and hearts benefitted, 
if Christians were what they profess to be — the fol- 
lowers OF Chkist, There is no inaurmonn table barrier 
in the way. God's earth is sufficiently spacious for all. 
It can be made to produce enough for the subsistence of 
five hundred times its present population. The means to 
accomplish the work of improving the poor are abun- 
dant. All we lack is disposition. But, alas I how great 
is this lack I While we profess to love Christ and hu- 
manity, and desire to worship only these, we trample 
them in the very dust of the eai'th in our eagerness to 
approach the altars of Power, Ambition, Gold and 
fashion 1 These are the gods we worship! 
Look at the facts. 

The question which concerns the happiness of the 
50;000,000 beggars, paupers and toiling sufferers in 
Christendom, is one of exceeding importance. But do 
sovereigns or kingly assemblies ever consider it for the 
purpose of devising ways and means for their relief? 
C312) 
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Never. It is not tteir policy. Great Britain contains 
27,000,000 of inhabitants, 26,400,000 of whom mvn not 
oiif iaJt of landed piirperti/. All the territory of that 
rualm ia in the possession of leas ■ than 60,000 fiimilies ; 
BO that more than twm^-six millions of the people of 
that nation, the most mlighteaed, Chistian and wealthy 
on the face of the earth, are the vassals and slaTes of an 
aristocracy. And the blackest feature of the whole 
abominable sysfein is exhibited in the fact that the 
Church of England eon&titwtes that aristocracy. 

The established religion s Ej scop cy The k ^ s 
the supreme head, and the Ch rch go eiuel by two 
archbishops and twenty-five b al [ who ha e seats n 
the House of Lords, and are stjled sp al lo d The 
archbishops have the title a? G e I t verm d 
father i'ji God by divine pen sa o and a e e h oted 
Bishops are addressed with the t tie Lo d a i ght v 
erend father in God bif die ne p i> x on and aie simply 
installed. These men re: lly 1 ave o sjn p'lthy for the 
poor and suffering classes of God s ch Id en They 1 ve 
in the most princely style en oy n^ au ann al nco ne 
3ach, of from »50,0(I0 to H 000 000 so thit n tead of 
assisting the poor, the Chu eh a sto aey of Engla d 
gi'inds them to dust. Th greatest eu se thit the poor 
of that realm ever felt, was the law e t 11 he I thro ^h 
the influence of the Chu h t elf wh ch re ] ed o c 
tenth of their annual n ome or th support of the 
clergy. 

The entire government of Fn^la d s equally c usl 
ing, and the poor have p 1 le nea of 1 e 

When Victoria, " the Defe 1 of the Fa tl ■is e ded 
the throne, she had the pleas is you hf i as he w 
of giving her offieial san t oa to a ao of P 1 an ent 
settling nearly 82,000,000 a year ufo 1 e selt t r 1 ic 
27 
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■at the same time, the allowanee to her mothei' was in- 
creased to $40,000 a year. The Queen now draws from 
the civil list of Ireland and Scotland, poor and wretched 
aa they are, the sum of 11,415,000, in addition to the 
amowat ¥oted her hy Parlianient, making an annual in- 
come of S3,340,000. Besides all this, the income fised 
by Parliament for the maintenance of Albert, the hus- 
band o£ the Queen, is 8150,000 annually; and the Queen 
has heaped upon him lucrative appointments to such an 
extent, that the aggregate of their entire income is now 
$4,988,650 every year, simply for pergonal and domestic 
expenditure. So that the cost of the government of Eng- 
land, for the maintenance of the Queen, her royal hus- 
band and royal children, is at least five millions of 
DOLLABS A YEAR ! Look at that now, and consider that 
while 1800,000 are appropriated annually to replenish 
the table and wine cellar of the Royal Family, there are 
in the city of London, and almost within sight of the 
Royal Palace, 30,000 professional beggars, and more than 
50,000 widows, oi-pUan children, and toiling poor, who 
are slowly wasting into their rude graves for the want of 
a auf&ciency of wholesome food, Look at that, and con- 
sider that while the Queen has three magnificent palaces 
appropriated to her use, within the borders of her realm 
there are millions existing in wretched ahantees, cellars 
and garrets, in filth and vermin, with disease which fes- 
ters and rankles within them, many of whom are ready 
at any moment, to " curse God and die." Look at that, 
and remember that the Queen of England is a professed 
Christian, and at the head of the Church of England, 
which professedly is the Church of Christ, the friend of 
the poor, Look upon the splendor of her throne, the 
gold and purple and costly jewels which glitter and flash 
upon her person, and then think of Christ, her great 



Host..:[jvGoOgIf 



CHAKAOTT.R OT' C)i;iL CHUISTIANIl v. I-HF) 

spiritual King, with liis tattered robe all covered witli 
the dust of rich men's chariots, and his unsandalled feet, 
torn and bruised by the road-aide fliat, as he hastened 
from place to place "to preach the Gospel to the poor, 
aud bind up the bleeding heart." How dissimilar, when 
contrasted, do they appear. The one in poverty and 
rags, but comforting and protecting the "little ones and 
the weak" of ftod'a earth — -and tte other, clothed with 
wealth, glittering with fashion and splendor, but with 
her heel treading upon the necks, and pressing the life's 
blood from the hearts of these same perishing ones. 
And the Church and Parliament and aristocracy of 
Great Britain saEction, sustain and perpetuate this con- 
dition of things: which bIlows that the Church worships 
•power, fashion, national f ride, rather than Christ:^ 

So with any nation in Christendom. France, for in- 
stance. Christian though she professes, with her 180,242 
regular and secular clergy and nuns, and 3700,000,000 
of Church property, while she enslaves her poor and 
grinds them to powder, makes gods of her rich and in- 
fluential. Nothing can exceed the extravagance of her 
court. More than 5^500,000,000 are expended annually 
for ornament and show, by the people of Paris, and yet 
France has nearly 5,000,000 of paupers and beggars 
within her borders. At the birth of the royal Prince, a 
short time since, presents to the amount of nearly 
2,000,000 francs were forwarded to the Empress for the 
royal infant; while the starving and perishing of tho 

* The Qoeon of England is unqueatlonably n beocTolent woman, [Wtu- 
rally. Tho faotB presentod abova show the love oE power and the furae 
o£ ednoation. The sin of Great Britain in lavishing so maeh upon the 
eronn, while it starves ita poor, is enormous. A feir months since the 
Queen entled on Parliament for an appropriation of $32,000 a year, to 



n the Elables of the ;onnj Prince ; which is $7,0(10 n 
appropriated annually by the United States to nwintaiQ 
House nt Washington. 
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nation were forgotten.* Prof. Paul Dubois, the attending 
physician, receiTed 30,000 francs for his services, and the 
public demonstrations of joy at the event coat 1500,000. 
Spain, so far as her means will permit, shows tliat her 
Christianity is in keeping with that of France and Eng- 
land, though more superstitious. She never legislates 
for the poor, but always against them. A short time 
since the Queen of that country, forgetting the wants of 
her suffering subjects, gave a new cloak, ornamented 
with garnets to the value of 200,000 reals, to a statue of 
the Virgin Sonous. lu this strange act is exiibited the 
character not only of her charity, hut her Christianity. 
Famishing and perishing human beings, by thousands, 
are at her very feet begging for aid, and she passes by 
them all to bestow her gifts on a cold, lifeless statue. 

In our own country, the inconsistency of our Christi- 
anity is apparent, though not of the same character. 
Our form of government is more republican. The White 
House in Washington is not so gorgeous as the Queen's 
Palace in London; and the Presidential Chair yields but 
$25,000 3 year, instead of $5,000,000, for which we 
should be duly grateful to God and the wisdom of our 
ancestors. Yet such is the character of our government, 
the want of ti'ue Christian sentiment, and the spirit of 
patriotism among the leading politicians and law-makers 
of our nation, that while wo economize in the President's 
salary, we permit millions of the public moneys to be 
squandered in electioneering purposes. How much effort 
is made, and time and means spent by legislative bodies, 
to aggrandize " the party," extend the bore' 'rs of the 
Republic, and build up personal and selfish interests ; 
but how little in aid of any cause of real humanity. We 
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have no money- for benevolence; no time to pass laws for 
the improvemeat of tke koMea of our poor, or benefitting 
the social condition of tlie unfortunate — but time enough 
to annex new States, to quarrel with our neighbors, leg- 
islate ourselves into bloody wars with them, and millions 
at command to defray all expenses. 

By thus glancing at the ruling motives of some of the 
leading nations in Christendom, in the administration of 
government, we behold the inconsistency of our Christi- 
anity. The truth is, there is no government on earth 
that is, in the slightest degree, entitled to the name 
Christian. The plea offered both by nations and indi- 
viduals, for the neglect of the doomed millions of our 
earth, is a want of means to assist them. England, France 
and Kussia have always presented this ostensibly as an 
apology for their apathy; and yet France herself ac- 
knowledged that the E-uasian war, while it raged during 
the last two years, cost in the aggregate the enormous 
sum of ome million of dollar i pm- day, ov over one thousand 
millions during the war. If this money had been es- 
pended for the moral, intellectual, social and physical 
improvement of the 50,000,000 beggars and paupers of 
Europe, how vast the amount of happiness would it have 
secured. But instead, it paid for cutting men's throats, 
blowing them to atoms — plundering, pillaging, burning 
towns, and destroying public buildings; in a word, it 
paid for all the horrid evils of a bloody and terrible war, 
during which more than 300,000 Christians were slain hy 
their hrother Cftn'sft'oms. And this is the Christianity of 
the nineteenth century, We have no means to educate 
the ignorant, feed the starving, clothe the naked, and 
improve the dwellings of our millions of perishing 
brethren and sisters of the human race; but means 
enough to press them into the national service, and grind 
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them to powder! raeaas enough to lay waste green fields, 
destroy dwellings, and drench irhole towas in the hlood 
of our brethren ! 

And this 13 not all ; the Christianity of social life is 
even more inconsistent than that which pervades national 
governments. Consider, a moment, the extravagance of 
fashion ia London, Paris, New- York, Philadelphia and 
Cincinnati. We have already glanced at thia subject. 
"1^0 means to asdst the poor;" and yet what millions are 
annually expended by the rich and fashionable of the 
Church, for mere show. What sumptuous dwellings, 
rich furniture, splendid carriages and costly churchesi 
Visit the church* of Bishop Bloomfleld in London, on 
the Sabbath, and yon will behold gold and jewels suiH- 
cient to purchase all the poor of London good houses, 
food, clothing and fuel for twenty years to come. One 
of the leading journals of Paris, in speaking of the grow- 
ing disposition to estravagauee in that city, says : 

" The Parisian ladies seem to be afflicted this season 
with a perfect niania for magnificent toilettes ; indeed, 
extravagance and sinful profuaeness are carried to the 
extreme. An instance of this is furnished in the prepa- 
ration of a 'layette,' (a new-born infant's trousseau,) in- 
tended for a private family. The robe for the baptismal 
ceremony is of white silk, covered with three flounces of 
deep point d'angleterre laoe; the body and sleeves of 
the same material, and the whole ornamented with bows 
of broad white ribbon. The cloak is gorgeously em- 
broidered with silk, with a deep lace flounce, and the 
hood is composed of silk laoe and feathers. The whole 
of the child's toilette ia in the same style of magnifi- 
cence, and probably will not cost'much short of eighteen 
or twenty thousand dollanl 

* WlierQ llio Royol Hniiselioia sLlood. 
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Even tho fana in use ttis season are marked by 
elaborateness of workmansMp, and cost as higli as 82,000 
each. Twenty or thirty dollars is considered the merest 
trifle for one of these highly decorated, carved, and en- 
riched articles." 

And yet, these fashionable Ohtistian ladies havn't the 
meam of assisting some starving wretch with a crust of 
bread ; but if he should apply at their sumptuous estab- 
lishments for aid, would drive him off with dogs or send 
him to the watch-house — indignantly esclaiming: "Why 
are these pests of society permitted to trouble honest 
people? Do they think wo are made of gold?" 

In New-York, Philadelphia and Cincinnati the same 
extravagance exists. The duties on imported eiika, lace, 
artificial flowers and other articles of ornament, are su^- 
deat ahne to relieve and maintain all the poor of our 
land. In New-York it is no uncommon thing for a lady 
— memherofthe Church — to expend §10,000 a year in 
dress and ornament; while she has not a dollar for the 
poor, and scj-eius down her senianli' wages to the lowest mill. 
Thai is our Christianity. 

In that city bridal presents have become fashionable. 
Some m m of $20,000 are bestowed, 

on th p h t can never be used, while 

themnywhw hhy e purchased is wruncf from 
the b d d f p uth'ng ones, who are doomed to 

(oil e d as seen, for a mere pittance 

Here h Ch he nineteenth century. 

Say h Ph dp L dger: "A fashionable dry- 
good d scarf worth fifteen hundred 
dollai's. Another has a bridal dress, for which he asks 
twelve hundred dollars. Bonnets at two hundred dollars 
are cot unfrequently sold. Cashmeres from three hun- 
dred dollars and upward are seen by dozens in a walk 
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along Broadway. A hundred dollars is quite a common 
price for a silk gown. In a word, extravagance in dress 
hae reached a height which would have frightened our 
prudent grandmothers and appalled their husbands. A 
fashionable lady spends annually on her milliner, man- 
tua-maker and laee-doaler a sum that would have sup- 
ported an entire household, even in her own rank in 
life, in the days of Mrs. Washington. Add to this the 
expenditure for opera tickets, for a summer trip to the 
springs, and for a score of little inevitable et ceteras, and 
the reader gets some idea of the comparatively wanton 
waste of money, carried on year after year, by thousands, 
if not tens of thousands, of American women." 

Yes, and while millions of toiling poor are suffering 
all around them for the common necessaries of life. We 
repeat, this ia our Christianity I 

" In Cincinnati, we havn't the means to do a work of 
humanity." Last Christmas a great and general effort 
was made by the friends of the Cincinnati Orphan Asy- 
lum, (an excellent Christian institution,) to obtain aid 
for the further usefulness of the institution. All the 
Protestant clergymen in the city were appealed to, who 
in turn appealed to the hearts and pockets of their 
fashionable Christian hearers, on the Sabbath previous 
to Christmas, and called upon ttem in the name of all 
that was beautiful and divine, to assist in this good work 
to the utmost. Collections were taken in every Cliurch; 
and the entire aggr^ate amounted to just one-fifth of the 
tximval easpenditura of a iingh fashionable Ghrisiiaii lady 
of ow city, ffff dress,* tIbi $1,013.69. From all the 
merchants on Pearl street.f there was collected $374.00. 

* We htivB been informed, from a aouroe we havo no reason to doubt 
that the expatiae of Eame ladies in Ibis city ior personal daooratios, is not 
less tban 39,000 a year. 

t Wholegale Sealers. 
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the warm seas li G d N F cy Ball." 

It was styled " a magniflceat affair." The Oceaa House 
hall was decorated for the occasion, at an expense of 
$1,200. The tickets of admission were $18 each, and 
there were six hundred persons present. The whole 
expense of " this glorious occasion," said the reporters, 
" could not have been less than $30,000. The belle of 
the party was the youthful, elegant and fascinating 
Madame Laverte, of Alabama. Her dress was a superb 
satin, ornamented with pearls and gold embroidery, and 
cost $6,000. Many other drssses were equally beautiful 
and costly. What a magnificent entertainment I How 
brilliautl — ^how enchanting!" To be sure. And we 
make no war upon the custom of social life that sanc- 
tions such displays. This is not the design of this book. 
But while we look upon an entertainment so magnificent, 
we would not forget the thousands iu our country, 
clothed in rags and starving for bread; and above all, we 
would aot have the participators in all the extravagance 
wo have described, repeat that they, and Christian society 
generally, have no means to assist ike poor. It is false! 
We have means enough ; all we want is the disposition. 
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Tell me aot that Cinoiiinati, where the hardiest enterprise 
prevails, and which has the means to build a thousand 
miles of railroad, dig down or tunnel mountains, fill 
yalleys, build Bt«am-ships and bridges and stores, and 
expend §5,000,000 annually in extravagance, has no 
means to asskf thepoor. What she needs is the vnll. So 
of other cities, States, and the nation. God has given 
us the most plentiful land on the globe. We have an 
abundaace. Let ns cultivate a disposition, and the per- 
ching classes will rise up and call its blessed. 
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In conclusion, we affectionately appeal to oiir fellow- 
cieitures of all ela^se'i and both sexes, especially to pro- 
fessed Oliiistians, to assist in the furtherance of the 
principles advocated m this volume so fai as you believe 
them to be in haimnn-^ with true Chribtiaa philosophy, 
and for the happiness and well-being of the human fam- 
ily, " Gnd hath created of one Wood all the nations of 
men to dwell oa all the face of the earth," The depen- 
dence and happiness of all classes are niutnal. " As we 
have many members in one body and all members have 
not the same office, so w^ being many are one body in 
Christ Jesus, and evm-y one ntembei'S one of amither."* 
Here the human form is made to represent the human 
race. Tho head, the eyes, the hands, the feet, are all 
members of the same body, and though each has its dis- 
tinct office, all are hut one body, and every one members 
one of another. Some men operate hy sMU; others, by 
capital; and others still, by labor: hut each of these 
classes is necessary to the others' happiness. Infinite 
Wisdom hath appointed this diversity for the general 
good, as the apostle declares: "Now hath God set the 
members every one of them in the body as it hath 
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